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1)) Abstract

A mask protecting device which is constructed such
that a transparent, thin film (12) is mounted and stretched -
to cover one opening of a frame body sized to surround a
mask pattern. Bonded to an end surface (11a) on one
opening side of a frame body (11) by means of an
_ adhesive (41) applied on the entire end surface (11a) is a
peripheral edge of the transparent, thin film (12) to cover
the opening. Also, formed on an end surface (11b) on the
other opening side of the frame body (11) by an adhesive,
which is applied on an entire periphery of the end surface
(11b) of the frame body (11) to bond the frame body (11) -
to a mask (17), is a linear bead (42), The linear bead (42)
provided on the end surface (11b) on the other opening:
side of the frame body (11) can be formed in various

configurations such that it is formed spirally or in parallel

inside and outside to be discontinuous in different
positions so that such discontinuous portions serve as
communication ports between inside and ountside. When .
the mask protecting device (40) is placed on a surface of .
the mask (17) to be bonded by means of the linear bead
(42), which is formed by linearly applying an-adhesive - -
(13) on the end surface (11b) of the frame body (11),

curved grooves (42) formed with, the linear bead (42) as side walls thereof are closed at top portlons thereof by the mask (17) to become .
communication passages (43) between inside and outside the frame body (11). Accordingly, an inner space (19) in the mask protecting
device (40) communicates to inside and outside through the communication passages (43) to eliminate expansion or collapse of the thin film
(12) to prevent damage to the thin film (12) and generation of optical dlsadvantages since air within the mask pronectmg device (40) ﬂows

inside and outside through the communication passage (43).
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