ABSTRACT MODULAR PRI NTHEAD ASSEMBLY A printhead assenbly for use in an
inkjet printer with an el ongate support nenber for nmounting wthin the
printer housing transverse to the nedia novenent path; a plurality of
print head nodul es detachably nounted al ong the support nenber, each of the
printhead nodul es having a printhead chip with an array of nozzles and
respectivlﬁﬂgs[ﬁ%p ej ection actuators, such that, the printhead chip of each
nodul e partially overlaps at | east on€ adjacent nodule in a direction
transverse to the nedia novenent path; wherein, adjacent printhead nodul es
abut each other along respective siAB8TBACTaces, the side surfaces of each
print head nodul e having a step formation that nmates with a conpl enentary
step formation in the side i pri nt head nmodul e. The
conpl ementary step formati gﬁ%ﬂlﬁ%ﬁf{%@ 5%‘5???‘%55@:‘*@2 surfaces of adjacent
printhead nodules helps to maintain the position of the adjacent nodul es
rel ati ve to edctHméenapserlly {Reps inpmdnkistieringer witthanesivngatet susport nethoer &1 fnounting

over | appi wigint e prﬁrﬁe‘ipl%tn%\fﬁnscemenﬁ the HRNWRVidvemdnD BauS taSursiky MCIHIEdl SoaiOL an

i mpedi msn%ﬁto the attachpent or renoval of individual nodules fromthe

el ongat e SBIE}¥ fno%eﬁﬁ g the l&l}pam lger%ber, each of the printhead modules having a printhead chip

with an array of nozzles and respective drop ejection actuators, such that, the printhead chip of each
module partially overlaps at least one adjacent module in a direction transverse to the media movement
path; wherein, adjacent printhead modules abut cach other along respective side surfaces, the side
surfaces of each printhead module having a step formation that mates with a complementary step

formation in the side surface of the abutting printhead module.

The complementary step formations in the abutting side surfaces of adjacent printhead modules
helps to maintain the position of the adjacent modules relative to each other as well provide a convenient
structure for overlapping the respective chips. However, the step structure is not an impediment to the

attachment or removal of individual modules from the elongate support member.
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