; LMe3e, E BL"n62T. 3Page 1 TI TLE OF THE | NVENTI ON FI SHI NG REEL HAVI NG A
MGVEABLE THUVB REST BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON A. FIELD OF THE | NVENTI ON
The invention relates to a fishing reel having a thunbrest where the

t hunbrest is noveabl e. B. DESCRI PTI ONP@¥e THE RELATED ART 18. 9. 20%922002Ther e
are sone fishing reel designs where the fishing reel is relatively snall.

During the casting process using such small fishing reels, it | i

to grasp both the fishing rod and a portion of the fishing rmmmm[mmﬂ%“[
si ngl e harde W rgHCh@NEO&E 1 guration, fisherman often put n
a portion of the fishi n% reel in order to maintain a better graspéds*the

rod and r EEFPHING SEBBIEWMIEF| & dOVEABHhAHUMRRESunb of t en engag ' of
the fishi mgckérmnspoel rHahenvieorod and reel are held with aj@mﬂ’wmﬁaﬂm
Recently, a thun‘?rest has been added to a fishing reel at a _ e
reel housfng cof resp&idriy TYENREN ypi cal position of the thunb' &00002«
engagenent w t hThéeinveetionhelbtedritoest ficoMaySrae1paatign a0f the spool to
prevent t from agi ng the spool. Such a thunbrest is disclosed in
Japanese E’ﬁ 1%.}?%’%% 8%“@%%%%“%’5?% BubPTsHed on February 1, 1994 and

ori gi nal | ¥-JapaReSRIFFHPN &t ITER RANAIEP ARI52925, filed on July 3, 1992. The
fishing reel howsing ;hassendenehald Yeaf chial r 1ap; gyeral l egg
shaped profil e when \?i evvséd from ﬂde .glgde. Tﬁrelga g\%g %%%ﬁrgggt?a/l s slidable
and sl i de$®&l orfy *algeiverdl sRaldt r AuGRPI pite captitaekecesr wedngn the fishing
reel housisagh fémRnuarfdHist pasist,i 00 10 pdssBNANEoPYSIdH 88tn lthet he first
position, .the thunmbrest covers a portign of the line guide nmechanism In

t he second*pdeld ir(r)gﬁ,anadt BOP?ftoﬁ?no?Pt% gﬁﬁ?fﬁ}geﬁejeﬁléﬁd% Hdefde of the

* tracks andahdrt Rerth extcendscondti itk ioh, t hishkirsdm ngteeegbuthausing and beyond
the profilg.f &he £i.50.n9.f sl ing, Jhe th t is.vulnerable to

br eakage mgn in thgé second chlsei ??%ﬁlnguge?%%tnhgy%%%%rIgasltntéaﬂ)endi ng beyond
edgé of tRePeFEEkIT#TP tRethe Pogeand eedi nd. PFekltdmepritdse ibhunbrest limts

and nay eveat MRVeRtnAeEess diyabbe 4 igdec gi dg £Rs  £if@ind NSthance, inserting
a new line th{nog%h the line guide. SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON One obj ect of
Vi %FB\?

t he preseffP°? Pi BIf iT9%t t S Peidniity Re®inatet Fenf t hunbrest which
does not limt aeceslyl Oattmembiee: guisdecof atibed foshi AsHiagl rednot her obj ect
of the inyenti LS t vid fishing reel with a s]idable thunbrest
whi ch doe\ségn%tp%g%érﬁof%b%gnﬂeet%hgoﬁsflor?gi er%?Spémfill%%itr?gg?eeel housi ng
r egar dl es$ypicalheopbsian of ©fe themd lrugbgegiment with the reel.

The thumbrest covers a portion of the spool to prevent the

thumb from engaging the spool. Such a thumbrest is
disclosed in Japanese publication number 6-7477, published
on February 1, 1994 and originally Japanese application
number 4-52925, filed on July 3, 1992. The fishing reel
housing has a generally arcuate contour and an overall egg
shaped profile when viewed from the side. The above
thumbrest is slidable and slides along a generally straight
pair of tracks formed in the fishing reel housing from a
first position to a second position. In the first
position, the thumbrest covers a portion of the line guide
mechanism. In the second position, a portion of the
thumbrest extends outside of the tracks and further extends
outside of the fishing reel housing and beyond the profile
of the fishing reel housing. The thumbrest is vulnerable
to breakage when in the second position due to the

thumbrest extending beyond edge of the tracks in the



In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a fishing reel for
afishing rod includes a reel housing. The reel housing has side portions
formed with an arcuate profile. An atfachnent nenber is fixed to the reel
housi ng for attachment to a fishing rb#e“A thumbrest is support¥d-8¥% he
side portions. The thunbrest is configured for sliding novenent with
respect to the reel housing froma first position to a second position
along a portion of the arcuate profile of the side portions. Preferably,

the thumbpesiidgs canfhgs) adet englddee f 1 aMetkhend gt ep@si tion to the second
position in a direction generally parallel to a |l éngth of the fishing rod.

Pr ef er abl Qre‘feﬁ’é: 8PP Pt Fiohd 1ared st £otr @1t bn%ttﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁrt a |ine spool

t her ebet weesertilhe sima phiaé esreagh wee1ins eddwi th a recess extending in a

directi onsgﬁ?ﬁml EFgﬁ%erxﬁl/EMu%%r allel to the arcuate profile. The thunbrest
is forned | east {wo ‘Oopposi ng pins, each of the protrusions

extending into ane mrjespordithg mreseof imenrtecresse@lmrcarldera espondi ng one
of the sidesilal eSe1 Ralchi @ ném%rg?f JhEERSERS ASL NG, the ddJst position and

the second position. Prefera e recesses are torned with first and
second paitPsthst lppppEiidenef H@@p@ﬁéﬂﬁgr@@nﬂ gured to engage the protrusions
of the thunbresinddnes Ql@j‘écﬂ;l B e ihiEstioh8i 9. #PQ2.amk second positions.

Page 3 Pr r abl e ndi ng nmechani smis supported on the side
portions. *r%él é%‘?ﬁ\iﬁlﬁg ?195%8%%WBQ?%&’glﬁ%t%@énn?%e si de portions.
The | evel entardi bgyomt vari smfide af ld fesgingleesuppaistagd t hereon. The |ine
guide is %%&eoﬁ%tssp&r tté;%' ezlgsj] q\égrg %g Eﬁgmbtrglsjgbrest with the thunbrest in

the first i"on € I's exposed with the thunbrest in the
" second positionin Pr@béﬁ@}tﬂ%/mtheor@t ?aleemtemf penipeesest attached to a first

si de of taﬁvé&qbnhoy%@glﬁg@etehefwLame&%ngl %éug&%hsg Prckbhe reel housing
on a second sjide of the reel housing J(J(:I:;anera posite fromthe first

sidé. Pref8raI%y, e pFhdo4Adng H@Stﬁ Pestidt%e fPB‘F“?f%d’lﬁBn%‘geneousl y of a
si ngl e makecuae. desEJﬁ@r abiry,attﬁmmmmaSm@znﬁrrmdefﬂfedatcsttaienke@s st eel

mat eri al an qlrefgp Elme th%oagetrt?jres forne}g ort| Qns of the

t hunbr est. Se and ea?ures aspec *nd®advant ages of the
present i ﬁvmnt@ﬁ wlﬂhebecmomm@na‘ ul The apprab@a?tt fisomthe follow ng

det ai | ed dgsefduRlhof,Of 1&8&&%‘8%&%6 wamtfe% cpen, takendn conjunction

wi th the acconpanyi ng dr aw ngs where |1 ke rePer ence nuneral s denote
cor r espon8PYFaft e tthfdtighAPSit BRI B DESTRIPTPEN tOP THEMBRAW NGS Fig. 1 is

a perspecbb¥eion ew ﬂ{e artisty pgot £l oshewd ngaa sdicdahke thunbrest in
accordance with_a gi ngﬁd rent of the gr esent invention; Fig. 2 is an
under si de vi ew of° eﬂf@ Yi d461 EMPHRATSE et COBht EEEE Ij‘f’ltfilﬁdgmf’é‘?“bed scal e,

shown r enmbied fusonpddicibnh sty rt@ereeiordlepos:ttﬁ@nl in K @irkétion

generally parallel to a length of the fishing rod.

Preferably, the side portions are configured to
support a line spool therebetween. The side plates each
are formed with a recess extending in a direction that is
generally parallel to the arcuate profile. The thumbrest
is formed with at least two opposing pins, each of the
protrusions extending into a corresponding one of the
recesses 1n a corresponding one of the side plates.
Portions of the recesses define the first position and the
second position.

Preferably, the recesses are formed with first and
second pairs of humps, the humps being configured to engage
the protrusions of the thumbrest thus defining the first

and second positions.



Fig. 3 is a part elevation, part cross-sectional side view of the fishing
reel having anot her slidable thunbrest in accordance with a second

enbodi nent of the present invention; ging4 is a perspective, e ég ed view
of the fishing reel depicted in Fig. 32 th portions of the fi AP eel
are-renoved to provide greater clarity of features of the 18.9.2002 Page
4 fishing reel frame and second enbodi nent of the slidable thunbrest; Fig.
5 is a cross-sectional side view-of the fishing reel depicted in Figs. 1,
2, 3 and 4, showterpriabeysld dabée WiRumhg e&lchhii sh EAEYEHItP@SHE | ON

repr esent %(iavsed%f (l))otti%ntshe Tfhier t. %nd.s cond enmbadi ments; and Fig. 6 is a
cross- sectional’ csPae\"&w S T3t 8B g9 BeCRHBRnE* tHESsI i dabl e t hunbr est
in a forwaertvgrosithé oni.deDEIA loBD. DESERI 43 1ONi U nEHEe BRERERREL EMBODI MENTS A
fishing reel; L i,S; i i i or, ce. .w.t fi enbodi ment of
the pr ese%ti%%vgg%?%%%‘?ﬁgt% gﬁie%%&{rq'egﬁgelllgﬁgl \é% gs Iaaetf tlgg%%le pl ate 6 and
a right spPaetiflavecamRichy dife hbEehysed wio-hathe afpmdrest Handl e assenbly 2
and star @radri¥sargosiuppAr ok bie theef parm 9sadiaeeat wie tthe right side
plate 7. FHrther, a spool 15 s also is supported within the frame 9. An
at t achnent " WEHISEF 19 5 8F<YDPBYHEF under the frame 9 for attachnent to a
fishing rod (nofrsfreowh)y, Aheestirdhaem{ mambehoim aticaciprddtioded wit hin the
frame 9 ! e ol .to rqtate in response to rotation of the
handl e a\é\,g!é% ;ﬁggiﬁf ;tlﬂgaﬁ%e)ir hlgljr{%ln iaﬁgt%’ee athf".nbffS]Qe\l/%I wi nd guard 20
covers a peprdrdedobn £hgoreels hafitins sanbl sedondt ssdrowd) thel deehe guide 21 is
support edngis e YOIdP.5haf dpRsseodt rapde | Ayel wiqpd guard 20. The Iine
guide 21 is configured to reciprocate back and forth between the left and

" right side platBsSferaRdy7 et Bide tRe thrarkeunbisstaapanireiedel | known in the
art for gubfbf@eadufishirng $iM@e(Moter3AOWN) oOnto the spool 15. A thunbrest
25 i's supported_on thg franme 9 in a manner described bel ow, Each side of
the'frame 9 is ForEd Wt Higehttaldry Prtarfet Ti1%dRjated Fetesses 30. In
Fig. 1, omktyewrd afidtdre ieoesedsiBd apeshows. fdined eceseadiodd are nore
clearly sphewyd npEig..4. Each recess 30 is formed with a plurality of
protrusions 30a. Two of the protrusions 30a are positioned near the front
of the recess 3B'§9%rprdsttderopbHqys  1feaidrep ghspsicle afd Figs. 3 and 4), and

a third 18a%m0@23s ofa8e pr&ich@l enRLibASIAN BOursS mbosatgdynear a rearward
end of the recess_30 (right side of F 1 and left side of Figs. 3 and 4).

ig.
In the fi PEREPhoGT e e(lfl‘?]glé’.‘"’liga‘?‘?&aige‘? HESChtbr8s Pt 28'S s formed on an
under si depweddntt wovgerienathan pakah liel cbhangeso2Sa.thEasd fl ange 2~a is

formed w 25b. Two pi.ns 35.are enpl oye i th the thunbrest
25, one &%@@J%E?ﬁ%%ﬁ&? Se&'-gfaﬁ gileéecﬁefaeprgrnf:ﬁ?rgu"%s,gs\g;féﬁtﬁi n 35 further
ext endi ngcpntesrandors egpbadihrgugkeedss 30. The pins 35 secure the thunbrest

25 to thephimmprlcRidral! ow thepkipdekest 25 to slide along the | ength of

the recesses 30. , _ ,
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a fishing reel showing

a slidable thumbrest in accordance with a first embodiment
of the present invention;

Fig. 2 is an underside view of the slidable thumbrest,
on a slightly enlarged scale, shown removed from the
fishing reel depicted in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a part eleVation, part cross-sectional side
view of the fishing reel having another slidable thumbrest
in accordance with a second embodiment of the present
invention;

Fig. 4 is a perspective, exploded view of the fishing
reel depicted in Fig. 3, with portions of the fishing reel

are removed to provide greater clarity of features of the



The thunbrest 25 may be manufactured froma generally rigid polyner
material or nmay alternatively be nade froma netallic material. The pins 35
may al so be manufactured froma plastic or polynmer material but, in a
preferred enbodi ment, the pins 35 arePpfed erably made of a stai H-23%0%t¢ eel
such that sliding within the recess 30 is generally snooth and friction
free. The recesses 30 and the protrusions 30a are shown nore clearly with
respect to Figs. 4, 5 and 6. Figs. 4, 5 and 6 depict a thunbrest 125 in
accor dance s whidy 2.s2c0MMle el delBAl onfififlrcS of| SRUISSEdad Oreater detal
bel ow. However,” it should be appreciated that the frane 9 and correspondi ng
recesses 3D"R%ESthe sane in both embodinments. Further, in Fig. 4, the |left

side plate 6 andighe Lbghtcrekdesqitabeall iavevhaenr enovadnifem the frame 9
in order to provid begger Vi e¥v of the recesses 30. The frane 9 is forned
S

e a.

with a stopper egﬁ?F%gemQ $hi dh fs TEPfelr a4 SEIRFRIE an upper
recess 9brh¥nistespper s uehacerDaocantdianppeprasenessi b oarieotfrotnmed on ri ght and
left sides;pf. the (LR 2dbRveLDe Sgcesses 30. Each upper recess 9b has a
general |y arcuate contour, as is nore clearly shown in Figs. 3, 4, 5 and 6.
Cor r espondi ngl yF1¥hé 3ard sgessoteqtientshunideesiewsintkay jthefise forned with
arcuatly epniiumiad si fsacese1TRBuASRSSES BQoahgrd QoaBdi k8. 9. 2002 with an
arcuat e cont our _such he recesses 30 are Page 6 generally parall el

that t
with the BBE]@IrLEPe%%%Réﬁ@BN Gn THE Nt FRBRES FMPRBIYRAYEsses 30 are general 'y

equi di stantly spatethiapardelf ar i3 coowespordigngl uppetcsenessesitdp. A forward
st opper 4Q | t d t front of the frane as..shown in the expl oded
view in Flggﬁﬁs.% %’ﬁg&?g\re&/gré gcthgp%reerseﬁlé VS SH R \%\nh? hflusr%g? | egs 40a. The
upper | eggedbd coverdashe ieimtsidndslagk éaoll recews 30de Qhertation of the
first enbedimil .is genenad !y Lhe.sam. as stdfeegggngﬁ@ngd fent and
therefore, description of the operation of the second enbodi nent, which

fol | ows t BE2HESEHI pt3sn SBPPIHEIsPY Udreuf aing dapdiazensf te Héresecond enbodi ment

provi ded behwowisiaksgiaRphi esutondheal igsd1 epbogdidreptis A second embodi ment

of a thunbrest 125 jn accordance with the present invention is depicted in
Figs. 3, AUPBPLLRg B:HNEniRt delfed: of M tHE2FPPLRE BBBYE tontSare present in

t he secondlserhodivieed unBer tstaace,9 tthe fttarBméntsuppertisnihe spool 15. A
line L isr§§°b’¥ﬂ> eégmqi.ng fromthe spool 15 and further extending through
the |ine guide 51. A thunbrest 125 is installed on the upper surface of the
frame 9 within fppshapeerses SMpwnasishpwyifled Migoinkheqfranea®d 6. The ’
t hunbrest A28, icsubos ed whddy flkapgesthgean assshw tbn-&i8i0.4. Each flange
125a is forned with a pin 125b. The thunbrest |25, flanges 125a and pins
125b may BE WMIGFAStUAEESTY BmatBeh PRI KYPdthdgn@Ft makerial or may

al ternati velryl bentagerdr o @veet ad [dozthad erfi al wstic3hast a st ai nl ess st eel

mat eri al t.ha idi withjn the. recess_30 is_genera snoot h and
friction ?rgge;%}bl nt(rtlﬁée sggglg)n'd é Jodi rren ?Czﬁhést%ufr%?g% onE%‘é/f | anges 125a
and pi ns ¥95b sieétdsisembhufanst beeel agnd giargl 80 neffberlineom a single

materi al . ghoyevar isté@uf@gﬂ%dl%ébré@ﬂ)ﬁr%l:&% natkvely saecyel ded or otherw se
adhered to the flanges 125a. The pins 125b extend into the recesses 30 and
securel y ReF&ahéhe r 884 TigBt agfdenstatre Ssard at @ishin Héeupper recesses
"nio the roceeses 30 and 18.0. 2002 Page 7 ectraly hold Lhe thurbreet 25
into the recesses, an . 9. age ecurely hold the thunbrest
agai nst t &S EU% zéfée ofiof h%h%}}e?n?oe&éfsg%o‘ﬁbﬁf’Wt h reference to Figs. 5 and
6, the operati ol gfumbhest MINMbE estppd2bed amd théieftamanmbriesta Bdyndrs descri bed
bel ow. It I recj at t L on .Qf d enbodi nent and
the first d%@ oggﬁebﬁ?fog?eemggﬁe‘rggﬁt r3;>%t ﬁ}g@gﬁ%%% ?nl%FFég&ds'?’%ggt hunbrest 125

i s shown PANRr¥ddreiradlpdseidreatod tiecassenriledge 619t He phunbrest 125 in

engagenmentni ¢ thher &1aRPEr3 S ULl acimdarnd ndbgséLanard RRgI tion shown in
Fig. 5 +the pins 125b are positioned at a rear portion of the recesses 30

and are r L&D SPADHISi Fidn by SRENoFeqeRE P dtSr GSFHRTs ¥3DR.2 The engagenent
of the pretlunsiiep 3Dpreicthsidie poss tedbhrd erkSpoddteusunsrest 125 into the

rearward ition, 1t should be appreciated, however, _that, the protrusions
30a are glg\gl(g oﬁ?ﬁé%%eldoﬁlgaf h‘g}e gf?lgt\?voﬁo\%@?rerﬁtceg?m@nél fhs'55b and t he
t hunbr est o 2Biaphénanheightundicdes bt 125 si. s3 prroviddlecerwl htisidd i ci ent force.



The thunbrest 125 may be noved in directions indicated by the arrows A from
the rearward position shown in Fig. 5 to a forward position shown in Fig.

6. In Fig. 6, the pins 125b are engaggd qitmeen the two protrus ﬂéOSOa
within the recess 30. By applying a te amount of force tol%

t hunbrest 125 (or the thunbrest 25), the thunbrest 125 can be noved easily
between the forward and rearward positions. Wth the thunbrest 125 or the
thunbrest 25 in the rearward position, the line guide 21 is nore easily

accessi bl @lﬁﬁre POt ridi$hanes, i d mégééédngesped lLBeydrd BHQ dgneentral opening
t her eof . the thunbrest 125 or 25 in the forward 5|t|on as shown in

Fig. 6, tRkBFiHhe%uirden1side phrtidal Fya%\}éﬁ‘éd“é’\?cﬁf -a3fi sherman can
grasp bot hna 4)i.shing rod and the fishing reel 1, placing a thunb on top of

the thunbrest 1 5 or .the th r est in ord etter control
over novenent o htehftlﬁset reogngn%entthg,a? hi n@n‘fezé gﬁea%?g‘géﬁ@tant age to the
pr esent iﬁﬁemlf@mme@ drhensuppostdprovihded penaréhnipeestilesuch as the
thunbr est 3128, an95125518. 820025 PR, AL HeGn L8 akiding moverrent of

the thunbrests 25 and 125 about an arcuate surf ace such as the surface of
the upper 2PBced¥esPids Barane snekaKpiaHatlsiths| Ehurhress 3% CRe |ine guide 21

Wi t hout dibsassemilig ofnskheed riae Sady ab@ﬂ@yxf&' 266, thent piiiysests 25 and 125.
The preseg ﬁ#envent on, proyi des a quick and eas to access the line

Sutde 51 SR G RePE S S S s G St ol Yoo Patect o al ong
t heir respéctecrecedgeshoypbtdrr 2bdes e thend i9shunglneel tie and are not

easily brq'gg&r%s@c% the o %Q&l%rtg t@eS 180 %Q%% Iaelc\é@%(g cgnfined within

the overall profile of t reel re ar ess of their slidable
posi tion. Vari otfike déwaprestof St Ih@/ |h¢véﬁltltiu‘@¢tpra9d Weopharggedradi thout departi ng

fromits $piLdtociQhet at8EOPE orFHES NAREPASi+LAG BONBERI AGdgscri ption of
the embodi nents according to the present invention is provided for the

purpose of'*FfHust PatForitonlye aJn‘EF ot "B tReLH AR OT e ni ti ng t he
i nventi on fasm diEprlB@’dl(b)brt bel pppensed ol abus, aﬁdatﬂi}.@férﬁéwl val ents.

18. 9. 2002 2002 CLAIM 1. A fjshi r or. a fishing rod,

the fishi nab?eg\en% i EE%%S af%eﬁ’rer%ﬁgl?%,maggi%feraeélt HY§SEng having side
portions Boeekedusht bhan sdiduat @iphof ithe; raresat 8achmertersdlyer fixed to said
reel housipg,fiPran étEPlCJ%gSHth Q a fishing rod;, and a thunbrest supported on
sai d side portions, said thunbrest being conf | gured for sliding novenent
with respect t oTBRi KPLERES ROushhgHer BreErUsiipss IPGsiare othavws mexecond

position @h@@ﬂﬁw@@mtﬂ&@eei tscawg@rwatsearm of.i lmq@f saigd shde portions. 2.
The fishing reel as inclaim1, wherein sai d thunbrest is

confi gur e&ngCtslal Bﬁu"i‘kﬁ?ﬁtt %5 fir SECHGEPET I o2t #ESEcond position in a
di recti onegendimehky vyaircal Lelditsouasédengt brefterhdetdishbagow.od. 3. The fishing

reel as S%Ewé&gJJHiJEHHu%Bn%g”appreciated that the frame 9 and

corresponding recesses 30 are the same in both embodiments.
Further, in Fig. 4, the left side plate 6 and the right
side plate 7 have been removed from the frame 9 in order to
provide a better view of the recesses 30.

The frame 9 is formed with a stopper surface 9a which
is formed at the rear end of an upper recess 9b. A stopper
surface 9a and upper recess 9b are formed on right and left
sides of the frame 9 above the recesses 30. Each upper
recess 9b has a generally arcuate contour, as is more
clearly shown in PFigs. 3, 4, 5 and 6. Correspondingly, the
surfaces of the thumbrest 25 are likewise formed with
arcuatly contoured surfaces. The recesses 30 are formed

with an arcuate contour such that the recesses 30 are



wherein: said side portions are configured to support a |line spool

t herebet ween, said side plates each being formed with a recess extending in
a direction that is generally paralle], to said arcuate profile;_  and said

t hunbrest is formed ajth at |east two ﬂﬁﬁ%sing pi ns, each of sa}&p-2002
protrusions extending into a correspondi ng one of said recesses in a
correspondi ng one Page 10 18.9.2002 of said side plates, and portions of
said recesses defining the first position and the second position. 4. The

fishing regehe@s198badanth trchkak MderWReiAIRsSH d FRCRSSSS are formed with
first and second pairs of hunps, said hunps being configured to engage said

protrusi olS*d¥ $RPEAEIIRFIHTF e¥t AFRuSSRESPLAY rRfudai st aitlet seatddsecond
posi ti onsapért Heemf tSteBgor@ly apgpsetretosddy iop.claim 1, further conpri sing:

a level w nding chani,sm supported on said side portions,, said |evel
wi ndi ng nechani égoerftaéﬂ |tn°§p%gt{/\(}eelr? %g*faa&flgd‘éo P t?ﬁ?fét, °§aF1ae | evel wi nding
mechani smfhane fgaa shave duitde suppuoiddediéhemeding. and Terein said |ine

gui de is ab.l£a5k.Baidd abl ¥ GveLed by sald bDymbigst with said thumbrest
in said first position, and sal ine g e is"exposed with said
upper legs 40a cover the front ends of each recess 30.

Operation of the first embodiment is generally the
same as the second embodiment and therefore, description of
the operation of the second embodiment, which follows the
description of the structural features of the second
embodiment provided below, also applies to the first
embodiment.

A second embodiment of a thumbrest 125 in accordance
with the present invention is depicted in Figs. 3, 4, 5 and
6. Many features of the first embodiment are present in
the second embodiment. For instance, the frame 9 supports
the spool 15. A line L is shown extending from the spool
15 and further extending through the line guide 21.

A thumbrest 125 is installed on the upper surface of
the frame 9 within upper recesses 9b, as shown in Figs. 3,
4, 5 and 6. The thumbrest 125 is formed with flanges 125a,
as shown in Fig. 4. Each flange 125a is formed with a pin
125b. The thumbrest 125, flanges 125a and pins 125b may be
manufactured from a generally rigid polymer material or may
alternatively be made from a metallic material such as a
stainless steel material such that sliding within the
recess 30 1s generally smooth and friction free. In the
second embodiment, the thumbrest 125, flanges 125a and
pins 125b are all manufactured as a single member from a
single material. However, the pins 125b may alternatively
be welded or otherwise adhered to the flanges 125a.

The pins 125b extend into the recesses 30 and securely
held the thumbrest 125 against the surface of the upper
recesses 9b. Likewise, with reference to the first

embodiment, the pins 35 extend into the recesses 30 and



t hunbrest in said second position. 6. The fishing reel as set forth in
claim1, wherein said attachnent nenber is attached to a first side of said
reel housing and said thunbrest is su ed on said reel hou5|ng on a
second side of said reel housing, gen Pﬁ?ly opposite from said fFPL00% de.
7. The fishing reel as set forth in claim3, wherein said pins and said

t hunbrest are forned honobgeneously of a single material. Page 11 .
18.9.2002 8. The fishing reel as set forth in claim3, wherein said pins

are made ofeclrsiRinY18S6ns Gk iBlehEal aqrﬁgta&?e ' G%?ééee £l RO apertures
formed in eortrl o%s of said thunbrest. g A A Au. Aa2. AaR?H~ST;
s 7 Z{ pper recesses 9b.

With reference to Figs. 5 and 6, the operation of the
thumbrest 125 (and the thumbrest 25) is described below.
It should be appreciated that operation of the second
embodiment and the first embodiment are generally the same.
In Fig.5, the thumbrest 125 is shown in a rearward position
with a rear edge of the thumbrest 125 in engagement with
the stopper surface 9a. In the rearward position shown in
Fig. 5, the pins 125b are positioned at a rear portion of
the recesses 30 and are retained in position by one of the
protrusions 30a. The engagement of the protrusion 30a with
the pins 125b locks the thumbrest 125 into the rearward
position. It should be appreciated, however, that the
protrusions 30a are given dimensions that allow movement of
the pins 125b and the thumbrest 125 when the thumbrest 125
is provided with sufficient force.

The thumbrest 125 may be moved in directions indicated
by the arrows A from the rearward position shown in Fig. 5
to a forward position shown in Fig. 6. In Fig. 6, the pins
125b are engaged between the two protrusions 30a within the
recess 30. By applying a méderate amount of force to the
thumbrest 125 (or the thumbrest 25), the thumbrest 125 can
be moved easily between the forward and rearward positions.

With the thumbrest 125 or the thumbrest 25 in the
rearward position, the line guide 21 is more easily
accessible for, for instance, inserting the line L into the
central opening thereof. With the thumbrest 125 or 25 in
the forward position, as shown in Fig. 6, the line guide 21
is partially covered such that a fisherman can grasp both a
fishing rod and the fishing reel 1, placing a thumb on top
of the thumbrest 125 (or the thumbrest 25) in order to have
better control over movement of both the rod and the
fishing reel 1.

One advantage to the present invention is the support

provided by a thumbrest such as the thumbrests 25 and 125.
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fishing reel 1 and are not easily broken since the

thumbrests 25 and 125 are always confined within the

overall profile of the fishing reel 1 regardless of their

slidable position.

Various details of tﬁe invention may be changed

without departing from its spirit nor its scope.

Furthermore, the foregoing description of the embodiments

according to the present invention is provided for the

purpose of illustration only, and not for the purpose of

limiting the invention as defined by the appended claims

and their equivalents.
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an attachment member fixed to said reel housing for
attachment to a fishing rod; and
a thumbrest supported on said side portions, said
thumbrest being configured for sliding movement with
respect to said reel housing from a first position to a

second position along a portion of said arcuate profile of
sald side portions.

2. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 1,

wherein said thumbrest is configured to slide from the
first position to the second position in a direction
generally parallel to a length of the fishing rod.

3. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 1,

wherein:

said side portions are configured to support a line
spool therebetween, said side plates each being formed with
a recess extending in a direction that is generally
parallel to said arcuate profile; and

said thumbrest is formed with at least two opposing
pins, each of said protrusions extending into a

corresponding one of said recesses in a corresponding one



| 10%@ @& ()-310%@& ()- 100 100A</ ==(>e>>??xY7) 10@@! [ P+10%@ @& ()- &
+10%@& () - &

“+109%&' () - &0! LP10%& () -y! LP10%@@&' ()-y! LP10%@@ () -y????? @@ @H

10@ @ ! E)P+1o 10% u& ()- 3 @0% u& (528106 u&' ()-10% u& ()-" 1%5%%’0@) -
10@@ 10@@z@aoN ACAt AdEH 10@@! [ P+ &10% u&' ()-3 &10% u&' ()-3

@0% u& ()--10% u& ()-10% u& ()-10% u& () -t AAAB?BsBBdEH

10@@! [ P+ ' 10% u& ()-Y% 10% u& ()- S#10% u& ()-9! 3(1;)% ug: ()-3() /

10% u& () -, 10%.u& () - BBB, Cf CCCAEH 10@@! [ P+310% u& ()-110% u& () -

109 ug () O SIS PIO%T.+ GRIBAIELOFS (9 09§ @ (oF feps ‘detining
DLDVDNDODVDahC@ @! [ P$10%0& () - 10%& () -

the first position and e second position.

4. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 3,

wherein said recesses are formed with first and second
pairs of humps, said humps being configured to engage said
protrusions of said thumbrest thus defining said first and
second positions.

5. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 1,

further comprising:

a level winding mechanism supported on said side
portions, said level winding mechanism extending between
said side portions, said level winding mechanism having a
line guide supported thereon; and

wherein said line guide is at least partially covered
by said thumbrest with said thumbrest in said first
position, and séid line guide is exposed with said
thumbrest in said second position.

6. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 1,

wherein said attachment member is attached to a first
side of said reel housing and said thumbrest is supported
on said reel housing on a second side of said reel housing,
generally opposite from said first side.

7. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 3, wherein
said pins and said thumbrest are formed homogeneocusly of a

single material.
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8. The fishing reel as set forth in claim 3, wherein
said pins are made of a stainless steel material and are
inserted into apertures formed in portions of said

thumbrest.



