| nprovenments in or relating to a container TH S | NVENTI ON rel at esq(2§.g\?gu_
cgRtainers and nore particularly to those which will be useful in ca

L ri ous houseplants. A.particular container in accordance with the
i h¥eNtion is principally intended for use as a watering can. 5 It should be
ndéystood that the differing varieties of plants and fl owers demand t hat
"be watered and cared for in different fashions. Accordingly, it is to . |
the horticulturist's advantage to have many differing ways which to apply
needed fluid nedia to these house plants. In thhe post it 10 has been
typical for watering cans to be of a relative uniform character wherein
each included a receptacle capable of storing the fluid nediumto be
di spensed, having a handle by which to grasp it- easily and a pouring spout -
or sprinkling head through which the nmedi um m ght be applied to the shrub,
plant or flower. Thus, . only a single ngans of application of water or the
15 like to the plant was nade available to the user. It is an object of
the present i rnuprbvemendts i opveldting to0d Coritaineat i | € container. 20
Accordi ngly, the present invention provides a container for retaining and
sel ectively dispensing a liquid, which container conprises a bottom wal |
and a surroundihi§ l&l\ffg\lHQN reJatksf toneortainepeond ope dartéadart ndd dhose whickt

portion of the,gi geVeeful Y gos B %gn;awha&%ﬁmzmgp&hww@ edrtlfher in

di scharge spout which term nates as a first opening adj-acent the open top
of the 25 re@sEPEAAngse With dbedavestian sprincipglly interded *°’r‘§ﬁ[ﬂ5e°f"YQ39€'§ai d
firﬁt portion daayi ng a handl e nmenber projecting therefrom a second

di sthar ge ppeni ng being provided in said container and a flexible conduit
bei.ng in commun- ication with and extending from said second di scharge
openi ng, a cover mdibshould:beyvunderstoedatimiibthe diff¢ringrearipties ofdglents’ ahtie

sidewal I, Whi Gllowdlls SeN&Hd PRdTDfHey! Se HoP¥fedCihd ebi2dRIrdinndifFGRRF fhSHions.
selectively receiving a, . ,
Accordingly, it is to the horticulturist's advantage to have many differing

ways which to apply needed fluid médi_a to these house plants. In the past it
10 has been typical for watering cans to be of a relative uniform character

wherein each included a receptacle capable of storing the fluid medium to

be dispensed, having a handle by which to grasp it easily and a pouring spout

or sprinkling head through'which the medium might be applied to the shrub,.

plant or flower. Thus, only a single means of application of water or the
15 like to the plant was made available to the user.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a more versatile
container,

20 Accordingly, the present invention provides a container for retgining
and selectively dispensing a liquid, which container comprises a bottom wall
and a surrounding sidewall to define an open topped ?écépfccle, a first
portion of the sidewall having projecting therefrom a channel-like discharge
spout which terminates as a first opening adjacent the open top of the

25 receptacle, a second portion of the sidewall remote from said first portion
having a handle member projecting therefrom, a second discharge opening
being provided in said container and a flexible conduit being in commun-
ication with and extending from said second discharge opening, a cover
member removably engageable with the upper edge of the sidewall, which

30 cover member is provided with holding means for selectively receiving a



to- portjon of said conduit releasably to hold the conduit. Preferably, thex .
second di scharge opening is aligned with said handl e nmenber. : e
Advant ageously, > the handl e nmenber defines a groove to accom 5 nodat e
removably the flexible conduit. Suitably, the groove of the handle is -
formed in the outernost peripheral surface of the handl-e nenber. Desirably,
_Lhe hol der neans is adapted to accomodate-phe flexible conduit in

Nuxt aposition wi.th the handl e nenber. 10 Advant ageously, the cover nenber
has recess neans fornmed therein for acconmodating the flexible conduit.
Conveni ent |y, t porfien el saidwanduit oelessablyéobeld themeondvitat i on of the groove

i n the handl e nenber, wherein said second portion is substantially opposite
to said first portio& apd t he '&5 groqgve in the handl e nenber is of a
depth at |east as- gr &4eTeseblyndhejisarndedisghorgmopeniag is|dligpedhaith seid hopdls ve
the flexiblbl'e CO!ifﬁB_,HﬁﬁerE) lrlmgar_rtlcigaﬁsfyerfablnzbgdashddietgimadﬁfﬁiede: YiRdove PRI décorpUNt
a rotatabl ycpositipnabl e | eqn. .hat t i nvent i e. nore
endi 1y undor ot SueR e Devatly by Fiesfile ool S The' dsEreof ThelpndS s
cont ai ner, in tHpemedit thecastermestaeriphecdsurfiane af dbe Homdle nwinbrert he

i nvention, wll now be described by way of exanple and with reference to

t he acconpanying drawings, in which: 25 FIGJRE | is a top perspective view
of the watering can He5iehly: ithe holder gneans| isadepted troperammadatgeihe flexible

respective assocoadiipin Wxtdpanmerth the BdRBleZnmémber.t Op pl an view of the
watering cag of Figure | wherein 30 the flexible fluid conduit is

di sassoci ated therefrom FIGQURE 3 is a side elevational view of the can and
vari ous ot her ~ Advantageously, the cover member has recess means formed therein

for accommodating the flexible conduit. Conveniently, the recess means

forms a general continuation of the groove in the handle member, wherein

said second portion is substantially opposite to said first portion and the .
15 groove in the handle member is of a depth at least as great as the diameter

of the flexible conduit to receive the flexible conduit therein.

- Preferably, additional side wall parts mount a rotatably positionable
bail thereon.
20
So that the invention may be more readily understood and so that
further features may be appreciated, a container, in this instance a watering
can, in accordance with the invention, will now be described by way of
- example and with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:
25
FIGURE 1 is a top perspective view of the watering can showing-'rhé

various elements thereof in their respective association with another;

FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the watering can of Figure | wherein -
30 ' the flexible fluid conduit is disassociated therefrom;
S _ _ K
FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view of the can and various other
elements forming the watering can, again illustrating the flexible fluid
conduit and valve removed from the receptacle and its closure in anticipa-

35 tion of use;



pnts formng the watering can, again illustrating the flexible fluid
it and val ve renoved fromthe receptacle and its closure ih anticipa-
tion of use; -3- FIGURE 4 shows a partial top perspective view of
‘watering can closure illustrating the flexible fluid conduit and its

associated valve in fixed relationship with the cover; 5 _ FI GURE 5

is an enlarged exploded vertical cross-sectgonal view of the watering can
-showing the flexible fluid conduit and cover; FIGURE 6 is a partial front =
. and cross-sectional view of the watering can illustrating the assenbly of

the bail to the receRIGURE BOsHowara hb&aitabp pePspetfivBRidw iof thePddteridly dahont

el evational view,illustrati t.he - Ost _extrem, ity of the pourlng
spout const ruct | BFYET 'i'H%rﬂﬁg%rfFﬁgHg’gﬁ{e'QHdeI‘_—;P@ﬁ{E agd; és aFseHpgFgEgve In

- cross-sectional fixesivelatianshiptwithiibe 8over; 15  Figure 3 and illustrating the
i nt erconnection neans between the cover and receptacle portions of the

wat eri ng can.

1, it will Become apgd

Referri ng now to the drawi ngs and nore particularly to Figure -
BIRE Shist on eelarged explpded verticalonipss-seationah vigw aft y

of 20 25 30 35 the-whtering can showing the flexible fluid conduit and cover;

15
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FIGURE 6 is a partial front and cross-secf'iOnol view of the watering
can illustrating the assembly of the bail to the receptacle portion thereof; _

FIGURE 7 is a partial front elevational view illustrating the upper-
most extremity of the pouring spout construction of the watering can; and

FIGURE 8 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken at line 8 in
Figure 3 and illustrating the interconnection means between the cover and
receptacle portions of the watering can. |

_ Referring now to the drawings and more barﬁculquy to Figure |, it
will become apparent that the watering can |0 comprises a plurality of



el ements,. these bei'ng a receptacle 12, a cover nmenber 14, a bail IS and a @
flexible fluid conduit 18. The receptacle 12 is of course the principal
gont ai ner el enent’ for the fluid nmediumthat the horticulturist wll

di spense fromthe device. The receptacle conprises an integral bottom wall

20 and 5 side wall arrangenent 22. The side wall arrangenent 22 can
further be designated as having several 'sepadate segnents, one of which 24
f'swis the very front of the receptacle body. A second and opposite segnent

26 fornms the rear portion of the side wall arrangenent and additi-onal

opposed segnents e@ments,ctept deingt haeorptacisti2y @t cover memben 14,08 baiidé fandra

side wall 10  sefjggiie 4fuil F@Jn%uitslsan T q'géédtaﬁltéaim% df' K&Jrﬂé’rfh'eoﬁmﬁglpal

whi ch extends froma point adjacent the tomwal | - he ve edge

openi ng of the reﬁ‘é’ﬁﬁﬁ’&' éli“ze‘HnEPfaﬁ'?Qﬁ‘ﬁﬁl"}/edb\“BtﬁhﬁEié%e B?ﬁtWé‘?WF‘ﬁt "r\érdé?’teﬂ?ﬁ as
a V-shaped el emenfrowhtitddé\@é41s Thb&e@éptaalep@dmmlmmwgw bottoRPRAIIMY &ld

15 As di h 12.and th h | kK 32
both exhi bi t i (HIArTRY STPEEPERt dfenihg 2 Wl rmBRETRG o SanERHE Dy
a projecting |ip Gasigraitedas baving tseve&nl sdperatesegmerdsgorenof MBicif 24 fiernsd e
wal |~ arrangenent 33?%?83?{ bﬁg& ﬂa&%@tac% B&é&‘dh%cgﬁ&‘%&o bostte Oﬁﬁeﬂﬂh@‘i‘o

be seen from Figure rooved as at
which is most renthee redfomortien fqshe fide eW%”arPgéﬁf’gﬁF‘eEQ andr Wéd’élﬂﬂﬁbs@"éﬁieq he

gr 0]9ve 48 WnLl dbese@mt ‘ ?s,dsmebﬁpﬁtaé ithé twau s”fm&uébet Ak lpart?6f the front b‘a;aaatnh :
pretrerrea e I Nen 0 S |l hven on 0 e
P Cert or Cor e ikl e ey B peinketel Rl B nof iRt PR eREensf thm s
position directl ypdiet adjdcest | thedratbeh uxm rZi!mto ythefverhetdpalatke opemibgrof3 e
Figure 1 The r e dsS 4.a

Ehrgugh \M)n ch fl upﬁgﬁe"g’% X dnd g’@%‘%f‘y Rroies §‘1§g‘g i Qﬁ‘%péfgg'ﬁ 5 m’éged

di spensed at the *NGHBW*‘EWQH%rthE@ﬁ@HMQOWWEObaP%ﬂ‘B&ﬁ‘&-r need The
second opening 42 is, of course, effectlvely closed by the flexible fluid

conduit nenber. 18 Whl c be seen to a acg t here The bai 6,, as
can best be sléen in Fi gﬁ %atep,s resen %Fl? gﬁtaﬂ etge channethlke ‘portion .4,2 %o*h
exhibit an upwardly directed opening or upper extremity 36 bounded by a

projecting lip 38A (Figures 5 to 8).

The second segment 26 of the side wall arrangement 22 comprises a

20 protruding handle member 38 which may be seen from Figures 1, 2, 3 and 5

to be grooved as at 40 along the edge which is most remote from the side

wall arrangement 22. The purpose of the groove 40 will be discussed
hereinafter in more detail.

25 In a preferred embodiment of this invention there is a second opeuing
42 to the interior of the receptacle 12 edjacent the receptacle bottomwall
20 at a position directly below the lowerinost extremity of the handle
member 38. (Figure 1). The receptacle, therefore, comprises two openings
34 and 42 through which fluid media retained within the receptacle 12 may

30 Dbe dispensed at the will of the user depending upon his particular need. The
second opening 42 is, of course, effectively closed by the flexible fluid
conduit member 18 which can be secn to be attached thereto.

_ The bail 16, as can best be seen in Figure 6, is attached to the
- 35 additional segments 28, 30 of the side wall arrangement 22. Each of thase
side wall segments 28, 30 can be seen to have positioned thereon a
respective short, hollow, stub-like axle 44 over which may be positionzd one



ddi ti onal segrrents 28 30 of the si de waII arrangerrent 22 Each of
si de wan segnents 28, 30 can be seen to have positioned thereon a
spective short, hollow, stub-like axle 44 over which may be positioned
one of the respective hub portions 46 that are at each- end of the bail
16. The assenbly is thereafter fixedly but rotatably attached in place by
plug-1ike fasteners 48 which pass through-ghe bail hubs 46 and into a
snap-fit relationship with the interior of the axles 44. 5 The top surface'\_(/
of the cover nenber 14 has an opening so that fluid nmedia may be easily
inserted i nto pfomptRepeethd, hutPorithons ciBvEhat abd el enehi enciooih tireabaid 16w Gihed it s

out er peri pheral et e F " ted
to interl ock V\IIaF?‘Fr?qﬁ lf)rtgfrggﬁeﬁ; ’%%%ﬁ; b@ﬂgg%ﬁgblgrd&? E?éuh 1%@ E&FS 4 0%1 ?ﬁg&upper
extremty of tHesteners WAl wWhinhr passetbraugh2theT bl huh%ﬁﬁoekd rigto a snap-fit
: mterengagerren?. %h E%vxﬁi‘t Wibdisof Bledd1@NS4)i p bet ween the upper

e si

extremty 36 o arrangenment 22 and the cover nenber 14
t hereby hofding the cover 14 in firmyet renovable rel ati onship with the

reCfept acl ﬁ 12. The cméetozrwg?ee dfdtid Sﬁeﬁaﬁﬂhbé&em a&smgopérﬁngjp@enmﬂmdw
surface three recesses i.ch are a co
nodat e a val ve ¥ 1B%% % Me}nsg AL | rgcgﬁﬁgﬁﬂi % AXR%Q?)S%& elpé‘?]sg’
the flexible flintatpormtesiatoun8 itsToiter pexipherahbdge a4letertdikepBlanga 52 (Figere
surface eXPOSes) Qy {Mg R lﬁﬁer%%tlﬁq'ﬁ?rdré - &,gglpcm Y PSrIRIRE S

protrudlngfromt sur ace o either store the
20 waterlhg deemdhe d’@éelf extsomiy ofi thg sider vell &""r‘?ﬁ&?@ﬁmt ¥-otBls IntREIASHEE ng
g4 the f: exi bltxﬂte@ efneA @wu?éss et tabattat welammem@ DeTwéen rmabapp&fs may
e securely retaine an, o t-qf-t 0si t e en in
Figure 4. In sfEtrep ﬁ%&st °bA %Fh%d‘f |‘E‘§1‘ ﬁé'\%&?@"t%ﬁ %‘éd g@% cl% %‘I B‘eeglf’g%apned
bet ween t he cl ithereby hdidingothei eoyercdnin Sigm Fet removahle relasicaship witht the
appropriate receptacle 12. The cover member 14 also comprises along its uppermost

15 surface three recesses 52, 54, 60 which are appropriately shaped to acecomn-

modate a valve and nozzle member 56 that is attached to the remote end of
the ﬁexibie fluid conduit 18. The cover member 14 also upon' its upper
surface exposes a holding means 58 which comprises two clip-type members
- protruding from that upper surface. When it is desired to eitier store the
20  watering can or use it by pouring a fluid medium through the opening 34, the
' flexible conduit 18 and its attached valve and nozzle member 56 may be.
securely retained in an out-of-the-way position as can best be seen in Figure
4. Insuch a posmon the flexible hose can be seen to be retained between
the clips of the holding means 58. Furthermore, because of the appr opmate
25  recesses 52, 54, 60 in the cover member 14, the valve and nozzle member 56
_and flexible conduit 18 are nestled therein. Similarly, in such a position the
flexible conduit 18 is closely drawn into the groove 40 in handle member 38.
- Accordingly, the user's hand, in gripping the handle member 38, aiso
surrounds the flexible conduit 18 and further assures that it will be retained

30 in its out-of-the-way position during this usage.

When the horticulturist user desires to be more selective in his
‘watering technique, he may use the flexible conduit 18 by removing it and
the valve and nozzle member 56 from their retained posmo'xc elevating the
35 receptecle 12, activating the valve of the valve and nozzle memmber 36 and
allowing fluid medium to be dispensed through the vaive and nozzle raember 56
and fluid conduit 18 to the appropriate positicn within his plented area. In

in



member 56 and flexible conduit 18 are nestled therein. Simlarly, in suchfe
position the fléxible conduit 18 is closely drawn into the groove 40 in
handl e nenber 38. Accordingly, the user's hand, in gripping the handle
menber 38, also surrounds the flexible condétt 18 and further assures that
At .wll be retained 30 in its out-of-the-way position during this usage.
When the horticulturist user desires to be nore selective in his watering
techni que, he neiis,tashione diseesterquantitiss of fluid megiune mayi begdispensedi dishretell ve
and nozzl e menbedt bdridusoposidicrs’ withbal itdriefing! withSa ghﬁ‘l&hﬁﬁ@&n‘i%&ﬁon or

receptacle 12, qﬁ% '! i e val ve of the valve and nozzl e nenber 56 and
‘allowing fluid ne |éu€$n{etd}q%’gtgﬁi spensed through the val ve and nozzl e nenber

56 and fluid conduit 18 to the appropriate position within his planted

area. In - Bhis fas rﬂ:%coﬁi%@%ﬂe@ Gidfthe tv&a?él:ri'g% tcLJli ﬁ'a&r%mﬁﬂﬂhﬁé{-eﬁe{ym

di spensed discretely, at vari _positions wt rng W
_particul ar plant® paFietynolormatesials dusqths aneferrad embodimenterwillabed iddadly t he
wat ering can mayprbdudEdnfroac aUsuithbid Pasticy ahafkial %ﬁcmkeddli’dtﬁpﬁ%e PeABs.
preferred enbodifent . yﬁ\;be.l d6€| | é§%r g?duc,ed froma suitable plastics
material such asl'q.‘ég'l )}ﬁn? FEONE JF Shedd be gppreciated: thati the watepisg| ermas
“appreci at ed t hatdesénibedatineludes carvanietgest richeutes Nedtu @esricushir kmdlwh, Ofhich
feat ures notlOpr gyl i e res en ce the ability .qf
the user to appﬁéhﬁrg?ge)ég e\glevee ?/m?"au]qthﬂr?eg%%m??oa%g&a Co[rgdqu?%me%y af¥ulﬁay
be Besired. 1t HBRAWBLe selasted plaats &pY be desieed-n accor dance withthe

invention can afford the user a multiplicity of means for the application
of a fluid medium 15 hi s hpus | ants., It has been found that another
2t Bos e fapnd sh

obj ect of the instan tirontainers,in agaprsdanae dththe invention gan
position for usafford thaitser ainultiplicity ofimeans doreftecspplieativn 6K Btuid Atedidmi d
medi um  Fur ther gRnNgs nglde plAfits. It has been found that another object of the instant
c;ontainer can be easily manipulated into a final position for use and which
will uniforfnly and effectively expel the fluid medium. Furthermore, all the
elements of the device may be retained in a unitary fashion so that during
use none wili interfere with the other.

¥ . ’ . .
25 recesses 52, 54, 60 in the cover nenber 14, the valve and nozzle Y/g;)

20

Thus, a plastic watering ean in accordance with the invention may
have dual dispensing capabilities whereby copious quantities of a fluid
medium may be dispensed through one can opening and discrete quantities of
fluid mediumm may be appropriately and controllably dispensed through a

25 separate opening provided within the can receptacle.

30

35
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cover nenber refhrrgbiep esha

AMance with the inventi-on my

eYenmentfs of the device nay be retained in uni tary fashion ‘so that during

ies of a fluid nedium miy be di spensed through one can
crete quantities of f|UId medi um may be appropriately and
spensed through a 25 ‘separ ale opening provided within the
30 35 -7- CLAIMS: |. A container for retaining and
Egg@pg a liquid, which container conprises a bottom wall
ewal | to define an open topped receptacle, a first

nterfere with the omuﬂmﬂﬂg“n !‘m pI astic watering can in

si dewal | having projecting therefroma channel-like
wh
10t C LERBAR! £3. ASaflidd 038 BREML BHLARFH oG 8PGRICP

aomtamarecqmriﬁss qob@!*emt wal andee surrpyngling aldswdintp defschamge
dsppédn rééypdoae nfaar.nﬁr périttbriof Ghe fsl. S dM %W.a d,woiecbmgng

in comruni cati on mnth and ext I N rom said- secon di sch arg openln
rg'@i-glkg %ﬁq

whi ch cover rren‘eejhcers* m@wpd.edowdfmmo}eiﬂepgadmameé@fd pertRmit b ehey sideastivi ng
a portion of said e ui t I% PO

cont ai ner accor

hores,spayd petichtrgnipptes qs astitat\Rpening

ondui

ER ront AP T Rhie hoda o BandRa irben argectpa e <

aligned with saf@maquegon@rmgqhorge openlng being provided in said container and a

i0

flexible conduit being in commumcahon with and extending from said

second discharge opening, a cover member removably engageable with the

upper edge of the sidewall, which cover member is provided with holding

15

20
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means for selecti\zel_y feceiving a port'ion of said conduit releasably to hold

the conduit,

2. A container according to claim |, wherein said second discharge
opening is aligned with said handle member.

3. A container. according to claim | or claim 2, wherein said handle

‘member defines a groove to accommodate removably the flexible conduit..

4, A container according to claim 3, wherein the groove of the handle is
formed in the outermost peripheral surface of the handle member.

5. A container according to claim 3 or claim &, wherein the holder
means is adapted to accommodate the flexible conduit in juxtaposition with
the handle member.

6. A container according to any one of claims | to 5, wherein said cover
member has recess means formed therein for accommodating the flexible
conduit, ' o '

7. A con'rdine_r according to claim &, wherein said recess means forms a
general continuation of the groove in the handle member, wherein said
second porhon is substantially opposnte to said first portion and the groove
in the handle member is of a depth at least as great as the diameter of the

flexible conduit to receive the flexible condunt therein.

*

ng capabi liti es whereby



i3. A container ‘according to claim or claim2, wherein said handfe

‘menber defines a groove to accomdaf—e—r—emvarb‘l*’t‘ﬁé fl exi bl e condui tl. _
<A contai‘ner according to claim 3, e of the handle is )
formed in the outernost peripheral mmﬁ w landl e menber. 25 5. A
cont ai ner according to claim3 or esel m the hol der neans is
,adapted to accomvodate the fl exi ble conduit _in juxtaposition with the
“andl e nenber. 6. A cont ai ner accordi ng 8 any one of claims | to 5,
wherein said cover 30 nenber has recess neans forned therein for '
accommodating thg fl exi t r i 6,
wherein said r ecgss rréa%sn??ﬁgp%k&d"?r?er alaﬁs(':ocoﬁtglﬁluﬂ% B'ae%gghg agin;rsbg\%gﬁ{eﬁ] t he

handl e menber, mm‘espmpl§edet:wsl$pa@‘e@mmfpcnomfshlymsgmbkfrhqrbmeyempom te to
said first portlon and the groove in the handl e nenber is of a depth at

| east as great t he, di aget er thefle bl.e conduit ceiv

f1 exi bl e condui a§1 her‘él‘??"pﬁnerSS” 5"““})5"96;?? Frip dﬁi‘ifg?ﬂ(‘jlvﬁ'é)h o eéﬂ}fecfﬂeqngf"st'he
precedi ng clai nsshowindndhe cacuhpanyirg drawirggswal | parts nmount a rotatably
posi ti onabl e bail thereon. 9. A contai ner substantially as herein
described wth reference t.o_a,n-d—as—s——s-heaﬁ—i—ﬁ—t-he—aecorrpanyl ng draw ngs.



