R-Met G

wherein R is as previously defined and Met represents, Zn-halide, Zn-R, tri-
(C1-C4 alkyD)tin, copper, or B(OR?)(OR?), where R” and R are independent of one another,
hydrogen, C;-Cq4 alkyl, or when taken together form an ethylene or propylene group in the
5  presence of a transition metal catalyst to produce the 4-amino-3-chloro-5-fluoro-6-

(substituted)picolinate of Formula L.

2. The process of Claim 1 in which the coupling of step f} is performed prior

to the hydrolysis and esterification of step e).
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43. A compound of the formula

A/

H,NNH

26~

Cl

CN



