


The invention concerns an automatic device and method of producing a hollow
body from blanks obtained from a web of material, in particular textile
material. The hollow body is intended for producing an airbag or a cover
for a seat or cushion. The device comprises a main part (16) in the form of
a plate which is self-enclosed in ring-like manner, two side plates (18,
19) matching the sides of the main part (16), and one or two sewing devices
(48, 49). Suction openings (24) connected to a suction device can be used
for securing the blanks to the inner walls of the main part and the side
plates, or the blanks can be drawn in electrostatically. A moving device
guides the two side plates (18, 19) from the exterior into a position
inside the two inner edges (32) of the main part (16) and back out again
when the blanks have been sewn up. Two guides per automatic sewing device
(48, 49) can be provided in the vicinity of the edges of the main part or
of the side plates.    


