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(57) Abstract: A method of plugging a
pipeline includes the steps of welding onto
the exterior of the pipeline (10) first (12) and
second (14) spaced apart collars, each having a
sealing face (26,26A) in a plane perpendicular
the pipeline (10) axis. A containment housing
(34,36) is affixed by welding to the collars
(12,14) to fully encompass a section of the
pipeline (10) between the collars (12,14).
A tapping (60) machine is then removably
attached to an open top of the containment
housing (34). Using the tapping machine (60)
a short length of the pipeline (10) is cut and
removed from between the collars (12,14)
leaving two open exposed pipe ends (78,80).
First and second seal elements (92,94) are
positioned between the collars (12,14),
each having a forward sealing face. The
seal elements (92,94) are forced apart from
each other into sealing engagement with the
collar sealing faces thereby closing the open,
exposed ends (78,80) of the pipe (10).

120

106

34
12 26

10 108

100

O
96 Z

42
38

52
84

8271

88



WO 2004/099661 Al

(84)

CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, EG, ES, FI,
GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE,
KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD,
MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, NI, NO, NZ, OM, PG,
PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SY, T], TM,
TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, US,UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM,
ZW.

Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARIPO (BW, GH,
GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM,
ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM),
European (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI,
FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PL, PT, RO, SE, SI,
SK, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ,
GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Declarations under Rule 4.17:

as to applicant’s entitlement to apply for and be granted
a patent (Rule 4.17(ii)) for the following designations AE,
AG, AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ,
CA, CH, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE,

EG, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS,
JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA,
MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, NI, NO, NZ, OM,
PG, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SY, TJ,
T™, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM,
ZW, ARIPO patent (BW, GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, NA,
SD, SL, 87, TZ, UG, ZM, ZW), Eurasian patent (AM, AZ,
BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European patent (AT, BE,
BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, HU, IE,
IT, LU, MC, NL, PL, PT, RO, SE, SI, SK, TR), OAPI patent
(BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE,
SN, TD, TG)

— asto the applicant’s entitlement to claim the priority of the
earlier application (Rule 4.17(iii)) for the following desig-
nation US

Published:
—  with international search report

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations” appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.



