
Described herein is a method for recognising a human head in a source
image. The method comprises detecting a contour of at least part of a human
body in the source image, calculating a depth of the human body in the
source image. From the source image, a major radius size and a minor radius
size of an ellipse corresponding to a human head at the depth is
calculated, and, for at least several of a set of pixels of the detected
contour, generating in an accumulator array at least one segment of an
ellipse centred on the position of the contour pixel and having the major
and minor radius sizes. Positions of local intensity maxima in the
accumulator array are selected as corresponding to positions of the human
head candidates in the source image. 


