
A method for forming a flange (52) on a tube (30) includes the steps of:
(a) placing a tube having a tube axis extending longitudinally therethrough
on a support device (12) for supporting the tube, the tube having an edge
defining an opening, the support device having a predetermined flange shape
surface (34) adjacent the edge; (b) positioning a tip (14) having a tip
axis (B) extending longitudinally therethrough adjacent the edge, the tip
having a substantially hyperboliodal shape, the tip axis being at a
predetermined angle (X) with respect to the tube axis, the tip rotating
along the tube and tip axes: (c) inserting the rotating tip in the opening
of the tube; and (d) engaging the edge with the tip to cause the edge to
contact the predetermined flange shape surface to form a flange on the
tube.    


