
A square or rectangular area of a medium surface of a printed sheet is made
a block. The longitudinal and lateral lines forming the frame of the block
are made reference lattice lines. Virtual lattice points are set at
predetermined intervals on the reference lattice lines. Reference lattice
point dots are arranged on the virtual lattice points set on the lateral
reference lattice lines. The lines connecting the reference lattice point
dots and the liens connecting the longitudinal virtual lattice 



points are made lattice lines. The intersections of the lattice lines are
made virtual lattice points. A dot pattern in which one or more information
dots having a distance and a direction with reference to the virtual
lattice points are arranged is formed. Optical reading means reads such a
dot pattern as image information, digitizes the dot pattern, and outputs
information corresponding to the digitized information. 


