
WO 20081066219 PCT1KR2007/001155 Description  METHOD
AND APPARATUS FOR PROVIDING GIFT BY  USING
COMMUNICATION NETWORK AND SYSTEM  INCLUDING THE
APPARATUS Technical Field III The present invention
relates generally to a method of providing a gift
using a com- munication network and, more
particularly, to a method and apparatus for providing
a  gift icon using a communication network, which
transmit and receive the gift icon in a  lump or
selectively using the communication network and an
address book and a  system including the apparatus.
[21 Background Art [3] Generally, a person, such as an
insurance canvasser or a salesman, or a company  which
must continuously manage a number of customers
provides a gift at appropriate  intervals in order to
maintain friendship or connectedness with a number of
customers. [4] In order to provide a small gift to
respective customers, whether the customers  addresses
are changed must be determined and, if the change of
addresses has not been  determined in time, and then a
gift is delivered, the gift is sent back, so that
there is a  problem in that an unnecessary shipping
charge must be paid. [51 Furthermore, when a gift is
transmitted through the Internet, and there are a
number  of recipients which will receive the gift, it
is necessary to repeatedly write the postal.  codes
and telephone numbers of the sender or recipients and
delivery method, and a.  database for recording who
received a gift, when the gift was provided, which
gift was  provided, is not prepared, so that, when
information about this is required, there is a
problem in that much time and effort are required. [6]
Disclosure of Invention  Technical Problem [71
Accordingly, the present invention has been made
keeping in mind the above  problems occurring in the
prior art, and an object of the present invention is
to provide  a method and apparatus for providing a
gift using a communication network which are  in
conjunction with an address book, and provide a gift
to the entire address book, at  least one group of the
address book, or at least one address individually
selected from  the address book and a system including
the apparatus. [81 In order to accomplish the above
object, another object of the present invention is to
WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  2 provide a method
and apparatus for transmitting and receiving a gift
using a messenger  



which provides or asks for a gift icon to or from a
counterpart terminal connected  through the messenger
in real time. [9] In order to accomplish the above
object, still another object of the present invention
is to provide a method, apparatus and system for
providing a gift using a mobile  terminal which
provide a gift icon corresponding to the product to a
plurality of receipt  terminals through the mobile
terminal in a lump. [10] Technical Solution [ I I I In
order to accomplish the above objects, a method of
providing a gift icon using a  communication network
according to a first aspect of the present invention,
includes a)  providing information about products to a
user terminal connected with a gift provision
apparatus through the communication network; b)
selecting at least one of the products  by the user
terminal and inputting information of a receipt
terminal for receiving the  product; c) the user
terminal transmitting a message requesting gift
provision or a  message requesting gift reception for
the product to the gift provision apparatus; and d)
the gift provision apparatus providing a gift icon
corresponding to the product to the  receipt terminal
when receiving the message requesting gift provision.
[12] In order to accomplish the above objects, a
method of providing a gift icon using a  communication
network according to a second aspect of the present
invention includes  i) providing information about
products to a user terminal connected with a gift
provision apparatus through the communication network;
ii) when a gift is selected by  the user terminal,
providing an address book corresponding to the user
terminal to the  user terminal; iii) when information
of at least one receipt terminal is selected from the
address book, the gift provision apparatus providing a
message including a  URL(Unique Resource Locator) of a
gift icon corresponding to the product to the  receipt
terminal.; and iv) when the receipt terminal connects
with the gift provision  apparatus using the URL and
requests download of the gift icon, providing the gift
icon to the receipt terminal. [13] In order to
accomplish the above objects, a method of providing
a-gift icon using a  communication network according
to a third aspect of the present invention includes
A-1) providing information about products to a mobile
terminal connected with a gift  provision apparatus
through a mobile communication network; A-2) selecting
a gift by  the mobile terminal, and selecting one of
several pieces of information of a receipt  terminal,
having requested settlement for the product from an
address book; A-3)  transmitting the gift icon to the
receipt terminal when the mobile terminal selects a
button for request of receipt of the gift icon
corresponding to the product; A-4) when WO 2008/066219
PCT/KR2007/001155  3 the receipt terminal selects an
acceptance message for the gift request and pays money



for the gift, transmitting a predetermined message
including a URL (Unique Resource  Locator) of a gift
icon corresponding to the product to the mobile
terminal; and. A-5)  when the mobile terminal connects
with the URL and then requests download of the  gift
icon, downloading the gift icon. [14] In order to
accomplish the above objects, a method of providing a
gift icon using a  communication network according to
a fourth aspect of the present invention includes
B-1) providing information about products to a
terminal operating software (hereinafter referred to
as a messenger) of enabling messages and data to be
transmitted and received in real time through a wired
communication network; B-2)  when the terminal selects
a product, a counterpart terminal and a button of gift
request,  transmitting an icon corresponding to the
product to the counterpart terminal connected  through
the messenger; and B-3) when the counterpart terminal
selects an acceptance  message for the gift request,
providing the gift icon corresponding to the product
to the  terminal or a first mobile terminal registered
in the messenger. [15] In order to accomplish the
above objects, a method of providing a gift icon using
a  communication network according to a fifth aspect
of the present invention includes  Ga) providing
information about products to a terminal operating
software (hereinafter  referred to as a messenger) of
enabling messages and data to be transmitted and
received in real time through a wired communication
network; Na) the terminal  selecting a gift provision
button or gift request button for providing or
receiving the  product as a gift; Da) when the
terminal selects the product, a counterpart terminal
for  receiving the product and the gift provision
button, transmitting a gift icon cor- responding to
the product to the counterpart terminal connected
through the  messenger; Ra) when the terminal selects
the product, the counterpart terminal and the  gift
request button, transmitting information about the
gift icon to the counterpart  terminal; and Ma) when
the counterpart terminal selects an acceptance message
for the  gift icon, displaying a settlement page
corresponding to the gift icon to the counterpart
terminal, and when the settlement has been finished,
transmitting the gift icon to the  terminal. [16] In
order to accomplish the above objects, an apparatus of
providing a gift icon using  a communication network
according to a sixth aspect of the present invention
includes  a product information management unit for
providing product information about  products to be
provided as a gift and URL information corresponding
to the product in- formation to a purchaser terminal;
a gift icon management unit for managing gift icons
corresponding to the products and managing whether the
gift icon has been used; and a  control unit for
selecting one of the products provided by the product
information  management unit, and when a receipt
terminal for receiving the product is selected and WO
2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  4 



then settlement has been finished, providing the gift
icon corresponding to the product  to the receipt
terminal. 17] In order to accomplish the above
objects, a system for providing a gift icon using a
communication network according to an eighth aspect of
the present invention includes  a user terminal for
receiving information about products, selecting a
product and being  provided with information about
selection of at least one receipt terminal for
receiving  the products, whether the receipt terminal
receives a gift icon corresponding to the  product and
whether the gift icon has been used; and a gift
provision apparatus for  providing information about
products to the user terminal, providing the gift icon
to the  receipt terminal and managing download, use,
and usable period expiration of the gift  icon. [18]
Advantageous Effects [19] As described above,
according to the method and apparatus for providing a
gift  using a communication network and the system
including the apparatus of the present  invention, an
insurance canvasser, a Financial Consultant or a
financial manager which  must continuously manage a
number of customers send gifts in a lump using an
address book, so that there in an advantage in that
time and effort required to provide  gifts are
dramatically reduced. [20] For products provided in a
gift provision service as well as for low-price
products  the price of which is lower than a charge
for delivery, or a charge for delivery of which  is a
burden, it is advantageous to provide or ask for gifts
in real time, thereby activating  business on the
Internet. [21] The present invention are advantageous
to transmit gift icons corresponding to the  products
to a plurality of terminal in a lump through a mobile
terminal, and to easily  provide the telephone numbers
and e-mail information of the plurality of receipt
terminals using an address book registered in a gift
provision apparatus or stored in the  memory of the
mobile terminal without individually inputting the
telephone numbers  or e-mails by a user. ].22]
Furthermore, the present invention provides a function
of providing a gift icon for  return when a gift icon
is received, thereby improving convenience of users
and  activating transaction of products through gift
icons. [23] Furthermore, the gift provision apparatus
manages the usable period, download, and.  use of the
gift icon, thereby prohibiting the gift icon from
being used again, and it is  possible to acquire a
particular product by requesting settlement for a.
particular gift for  a counterpart terminal regardless
of financial ability. [24] Although the preferred
embodiments of the present invention have been
disclosed WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  5 



for illustrative purposes, those skilled in the all
will appreciate that various modi- fications,
additions and substitutions are possible, without
departing from the scope  and. spirit of the invention
as disclosed in the accompanying claims. [25] Brief
Description of the Drawings [261 The above and other
objects, features and advantages of the present
invention will  be more clearly understood from the
following detailed description taken in  conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, in which: [27] FIG. I
is a diagram illustrating a system for providing a
gift using a communication  network according to an
embodiment of the present invention; [28] FIG. 2 is a
message flow illustrating a method of providing a gift
using a com- munication network according to a first
embodiment of the present invention; [291 FIG. 3 is a
message flow illustrating a method of providing a gift
using a com- munication network according to a second
embodiment of the present invention;  [30] FIG. 4 is a
message flow illustrating a method of providing a gift
using a com munication network according to a third
embodiment of the present invention; [31] FIGS. 5 to
10 are diagrams illustrating examples of a web or a
wap page according  to embodiments of the present
invention; [32] FIG. I I is a flowchart illustrating a
method of transmitting and receiving a gift icon
using a messenger according to a fourth embodiment of
the present invention; [33] FIG. 12 is a flowchart
illustrating a method of transmitting and receiving a
gift icon  using a messenger according to a fifth
embodiment of the present invention; [34] FIGS. 13 to
20 are diagrams illustrating a web or a wap page for
illustration of the  method of transmitting and
receiving a gift icon using a mobile terminal
according to a  sixth embodiment of the present
invention; [35] FIG. 21 is a message flow illustrating
a method of providing a gift icon using a  mobile
terminal according to a sixth embodiment of the
present invention; [361 FIG. 22 is a message flow
illustrating a method of providing a gift icon using a
mobile terminal according to a seventh embodiment of
the present invention; [37] FIG. 23 is a message flow
illustrating a method of providing a gift icon using a
mobile terminal according to an eighth embodiment of
the present invention; and [38] FIGS. 24 to 33 are
diagrams illustrating a wap page for illustration of
the method of  providing a gift icon using a mobile
terminal according to embodiments of the present
invention. [39] Mode for the Invention [40] Reference
now should be made to the drawings, in which the same
reference WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  6 



numerals are used throughout the different drawings to
designate the same or similar  components. [411
Preferred embodiments of the present invention are
described below with reference  to the accompanying
drawings. [42] FIG. I is a diagram illustrating a
system for providing a gift using a communication
network according to an embodiment of the present
invention. [431 The gift provision system includes a
user terminal 100, a gift provision apparatus  300, a
receipt terminal 500, an affiliated shop terminal 600
and a settlement server 700.  [44] The user terminal
100 includes a wired terminal 110 and a mobile
terminal 130, is in conjunction with an address book
stored in the memory of a user terminal, or an
address book stored in the predetermined area of the
gift provision apparatus 300,  requests the provision
of a gift for each group included in the address book,
and  receives information about whether to receive or
use the gift. [451 The gift provision apparatus 300
provides URL (Unique Resource Locator) in- formation,
in which information about a product is stored, to the
user terminal 100,  provides a gift icon corresponding
to the product, to the address book selected by the
user terminal 100, and manages the download, use, and
usable period expiration of the  gift icon. [46] The
gift provision apparatus 300 includes an address-book
management module  310, a product information
management module 320, a gift icon management module
330, a control module 340, a communication module 350,
and a database 360 which  stores and managesan address
book, information about products, and information
related to gift icons. [47] The address-book
management module 310 manages an address book which
includes at least one of the telephone number and
e-mail address of a mobile terminal  and consists of
at least one group, and provides the address book at
the request of the  user terminal 100. 1481 The
product information management module 320 provides
product information  about products to be provided as
a gift, or URL information corresponding to the
product information to the user terminal 100. [49] The
gift icon management module 330 manages and provides a
gift icon cor- responding to a product, and manages
whether the gift, selected based on the product
information, is provided according to the address book
or whether the gift icon is used.  Furthermore, the
gift icon management module 330 is in conjunction with
the address  book, and, therefore, manages the
download, use, and usable period expiration of the
gift icon. [50] When one of products, provided by the
product information management module  320, is
selected as a gift, a receipt terminal which will
receive the product is selected WO 2008/066219
PCT/KR2007/001155  



7 from the address book and settlement is finished,
and the control module 340 provides  a gift icon
corresponding to the product to the mobile terminal.
[511 Furthermore, the control module 340 provides
information about the gift icons  which are managed by
the gift icon management unit to the user terminal,
and, in an  application example, periodically provides
a list of products to be provided as a gift for  a
certain period by a user terminal and information
about the telephone numbers and e- mails of the
receipt terminal to the user terminal. [52] In an
application example, in the wired terminal 110 and the
receipt terminal 500,  software (hereinafter referred
to as a messenger) enabling messages and data to be
transmitted and received in real time through a wired
communication network is  executed and an example of
the messenger is illustrated in FIG. 13. [531 The
wired terminal 110 includes a product information
management module 112, a  gift icon management module
114 and a control module 116. [541 The product
information management module 112 displays product
information  about a product requested or provided as
a gift or URL information corresponding to  the
product information on the screen of the wired
terminal 110 and the product in- formation and the URL
information are provided firm the gift provision
apparatus  300. [551 The gift icon management module
114 manages and provides a gift icon cor- responding
to the product, and manages whether the gift icon has
been used. It is  preferred that the gift icon be
produced and provided by the gift provision apparatus
300. [56] Furthermore, although the management of the
usable period, whether the gift icon  has been used or
the like, is performed by the wired terminal 110, it
is periodically  transmitted to the gift provision
apparatus 300, thereby enabling the gift provision
apparatus 300 to perform integral management, [57]
When one of the products, provided by the product
information management  module 112, is selected as a
gift, a receipt terminal which will receive or request
the  product is selected from the address book and
settlement is finished, the control  module 116
provides a gift icon to the receipt terminal through
the messenger. [58] Furthermore, when a button for
gift provision is displayed on the screen of the
wired terminal 110, the control module 116 displays a
settlement screen related to gift  provision and, when
a button for request of the gift is selected, displays
guide  messages and the settlement screen on the
screen of the receipt terminal which will  request a
gift. [59] In the messenger executed in the wired
terminal 110 and the receipt terminal 500,  the
telephone numbers of first and second mobile terminals
are respectively registered  by the users of the wired
terminal 110 and the receipt terminal 500, so that
transmitted 



WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  8 and received gift
icons are transmitted to the first and second mobile
terminals selected  by a user or automatically
registered. [60] The first and second mobile terminals
are provided with a gift corresponding to the  gift
icon in an affiliated shop appointed by the gift icon
or receive a message  prohibiting the usage of the
gift icon from the gift provision apparatus 300 when
the  usable period of the gift icon has expired. [61]
[a first embodiment) [62] The operation of the present
invention configured as described above is described
below. [63] FIG. 2 is a message flow illustrating a
method of providing a gift using a corn- munication
network according to a first embodiment of the present
invention. [64] When the user terminal 100 is
connected to the gift provision apparatus 300 through
the communication network 200, the gift provision
apparatus 300 provides information  about a product to
be provided as a gift to the user terminal 100 at
steps S210 and  S220. An example of a wap page
provided when the user terminal 100 is connected to
the gift provision apparatus 300 is illustrated in
FIG. 5. [65] When information about images and their
details are referred to for a plurality of  products
to be transmitted or received as a gift through a wap
page, reference number  510 or 520 of FIG. 5 are
selected. When reference number 510 or 520 is
selected, the  wap page of FIG. 6 is displayed on the
screen of the user terminal 100. [66] When the user of
the user terminal 100 is provided with information
about the  products, and then selects one of products
as a gift, an address book corresponding to  the user
terminal 100 is displayed on the screen of the user
terminal 100 as illustrated  in FIG. 7 at step 230.
[67] In the address book, an e-mail address is stored
when the receipt terminal is a wired  terminal and a
telephone number for allowing reception of a short
message or a  multimedia message is stored when the
receipt terminal is a mobile terminal. [68] The user
terminal 100 transmits a message requesting gift
provision which allows  provision of a gift to a
receipt terminal selected for the selected gift, or a
message  requesting gift reception which allows
reception of the gift to the gift provision  apparatus
300 at step S240. [69] When receiving the message
requesting gift reception, the gift provision
apparatus  300 provides a gift icon corresponding to
the product to the receipt terminal 500. In  this
case, the gift provision apparatus 300 provides a wap
page for settlement in order  to request settlement of
accounts for the gift to the user terminal 100, and,
when the  settlement has finished, provides the icon
of the gift to the receipt terminal 500. When  the
receipt terminal 500 accepts the gift icon, a message
for completion of acceptance  



is registered in the gift provision apparatus 300. WO
2008/066219 PCT/KR200 7/00 1 1 55  9 [70] However,
when the gift provision apparatus 300 receives the
message requesting  gift reception, that is, when the
user of the user terminal 100 asks the receipt
terminal  500 to buy the gift, the gift provision
apparatus 300 delivers request details received  from
the user terminal 500 to the receipt terminal 500 at
step 5250. An example of a  web or a wap page provided
to the user terminal 100 by the gift provision
apparatus  300 according to a request for generation
of the message requesting gift reception is il-
lustrated in FIG. 8. [711 Through the web or wap page
of FIG. 8, the user terminal 100 asks the receipt
terminal 500 having the telephone number 010-aaa-bbbb
to buy a triangular roll. [721 The gift provision
apparatus 300, having received an acceptance message
from the  receipt terminal 500, provides a web or a
wap page for settlement of accounts for the  gift to
the receipt terminal 500, and, when the settlement is
finished, provides a gift  icon to the user terminal
100 at steps S260 and. 5270. [73] [a second
embodiment] [74] FIG. 3 is a message flow illustrating
a method of providing a gift using a coin- munication
network according to a second embodiment of the
present invention. [751 In the second embodiment, when
the user terminal registers and manages an address
book of customers in the gift provision apparatus 300,
a method of providing a gift  using the address book
of customers in a lump, which is provided from the
gift  provision apparatus 300. [76] The gift provision
apparatus 300 provides information about products to
be  provided as a gift to the user terminal 100 which
is connected to the gift provision  apparatus 300
through the communication network at steps S310 and
S320. [77] When the user terminal 100 selects a gift,
an address book corresponding to the ID  of the user
terminal 100 is provided to the user terminal 100, the
user terminal 100  selects the addresses of all
customers stored in the address book at steps S330 and
5340. In an application example, it is possible for
the user terminal 100 to select a  particular customer
from the list of the address book, and the address of
the customer is  the telephone number of a mobile
terminal. [78] When at least one recipient which will
receive the product from the address book is
selected, the gift provision apparatus 300 provides a
short message including a URL  corresponding to the
gift to the mobile terminal of the recipient at step
S350. [79] When the mobile terminal 550 connects with
the gift provision apparatus 300 using  the URL and
then requests download of the gift, a gift icon
corresponding to the  product is provided to the
mobile terminal 1.10 at step 5360. [80] In the gift
icon, at least one of a download period or a usable
period is set, and,  



when the period has expired, download and usage is
prohibited. When the usable  period has elapsed, or
the gift icon has been used, the gift provision
apparatus 300 WO 2008/066219 PCTIKR20071001155  10
provides a use prohibition message to the mobile
terminal 550 at step 5380. [81] In an application
example, it may be possible to register an acceptance
completion  message transmitted from the terminal of a
shop in the gift provision apparatus 300  when the
recipient accepts the gift in the shop. [82]
Furthermore, the gift icon is of a bar-code type, the
gift provision apparatus 300 au- thenticates the
validity of the bar-code type gift icon transmitted
from the POS (Point  Of Sale) terminal of a
predetermined shop, and transmits an authentication
code cor- responding to completion of the
authentication to the POS terminal. When the au-
thentication code has been received, the use of the
bar-code type gift icon is permitted,  and the POS
terminal transmits the acceptance completion message
for the gift icon to  the gift provision apparatus.
[83]  [84] [a third embodiment] [85] FIG. 4 is a
message flow illustrating a method of providing a gift
using a com- munication network according to a third
embodiment of the present invention.  [86] In the
third embodiment, the addresses of customers are
grouped, so that it is possible to provide a gift for
each group in a lump sum. A method of making amends,
such as refund, to the user of a user terminal for
non-usage although a gift is selected  and then
settlement has been finished when a customer does not
use a gift icon, is  described below. [87] After an
address book of grouped customers from the user
terminal 100 connected  to the gift provision
apparatus 300 through a communication network has been
registered in the gift provision apparatus 300,
information about products to be  provided as a gift
is provided to the user terminal 100 connected to the
gift provision  apparatus 300 at steps 5410 and 8420.
When the user terminal 100 selects a pre- determined
gift, the gift provision apparatus 300 provides the
address book registered  by the user terminal 100 to
the user terminal 100 at steps S430 and S440. [88] In
an application example, in the case where the address
book of grouped customers  is stored in the memory of
the user terminal 100, when the user terminal 100
selects a  predetermined product as a gift, the
address book stored in the user terminal 100 is
displayed on the screen of the user terminal 100. 189]
When at least one group is selected from the address
book, the gift provision  apparatus 300 transmits a
wap page for settlement to the user terminal 100 at
step  S450. [90] An example of the wap page for
settlement is illustrated in FIG. 9. When an item  



for adding the accounts for the gift to a charge
billed to the mobile terminal is selected,  in the wap
page of the FIG. 9, items to be input by the user of
the user terminal I00 are  displayed. WO 2008/066219
PCT/KR2007/001155  11 [91] When settlement is
performed by transferring money or using a credit card
in the  user terminal 100, a gift icon corresponding
to the product is provided to mobile  terminals or
e-mail addresses belonging to the group at step S460
and S470. [92] For the gift icon, a usable period is
set, so that the gift provision apparatus 300
provides a message guiding repayment of money
corresponding to the gift icon which  has not been
used in the usable period or conversion to a reserve
to the user terminal  100, and, at the same time, or
sequentially transmits the usage prohibition message
for  the gift icon to the mobile terminal or the user
terminal in which the gift icon, the  usable period
has expired, resides at steps s480, S490 and 5495.
[931 The gift provision apparatus 300 provides
contents for gifts provided for a pre- determined
period to the user terminal, and, if the gift icon is
received by the user  terminal, that is, an e-mail, or
the 1D of the user terminal provided by the gift
provision  apparatus 300, it is possible to register
the gift icon in [My Page] as illustrated in FIG.  10
and manage it. [941  [951 [a fourth embodiment] [96]
FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a method of
transmitting and receiving a gift icon  using a
messenger according to a fourth embodiment of the
present invention. [97] Referring to FIG. 11, the user
terminal 100 and the receipt terminal 500 respectively
operate software (hereinafter referred to as a
messenger) enabling messages and data to  be
transmitted and received in real time through a wired
communication network,  thereby connecting with each
other. A messenger window is displayed on a screen as
illustrated in FIG. 13 at step SI 110. [98] When a
flash-con menu 1320 is selected in the messenger
window 1300 illustrated  in FIG. 13, information about
a product corresponding to a gift is displayed, and, a
[make a giffl or [ask for a gift] item is displayed at
step Sl 120 when a mouse pointer is  placed on the
product. [991 In the state in which the mouse pointer
is placed on a desired product in the  messenger
window 1300 of FIG. 13, when [make a gift] item 1340
is selected from  [make a gift] item 1340 or [ask for
a gift] item 1360, a transmission window as il-
lustrated in FIG. 14 is displayed, and the telephone
number of the receipt terminal  which will receive the
gift icon corresponding to the product in the
transmission  window is input at steps 51.130 and
51140, [100] In an application example, when there are
a plurality of receipt terminals which will  



receive the gift icon, the transmission window as
illustrated in FIG. 15 is displayed, so  that it is
possible to input the telephone number of the
plurality of receipt terminals and  transmit the gift
icon. [101] When settlement for the gift has finished,
the terminal transmits the gift icon to the WO
2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  12 receipt terminals
through the messenger, and the transmission windows
1610 and 1630  for gift icons respectively displayed
in the user terminal 100 of a sender which  transmits
the gift icon and the terminal of a receiver are
displayed in FIG. 16 at steps  51150 and S 1160. [102]
In an application example, when the gift icon is
transmitted to the receipt terminal  500, it may be
possible to provide a predetermined short message
including a URL in  which the gift icon is stored to
the mobile terminal which is in conjunction with the
receipt terminal 500 (see reference numbers 1650 of
FIG. 16) [103] When the mobile terminal connects with
the gift provision apparatus 300 using the  URL and
requests the download of the gift, the gift icon
corresponding to the product  is provided to the
mobile terminal. [104]  [105] [a fifth embodiment]
[106] FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a method of
transmitting and receiving a gift icon  using a
messenger according to a fifth embodiment of the
present invention. [107] When the user terminal 100
and the receipt terminal 500 respectively operating
software (hereinafter referred to as a messenger) that
enables messages and data to be  transmitted and
received in real time through a wired communication
network connect  with each other, a messenger window
1300 as illustrated in FIG. 13 is displayed at step
SI200. [108] When a flash con menu 1320 is selected in
the messenger window displayed in the  screen of the
user terminal 100, information about products
corresponding to gifts is  displayed and, when the
mouse pointer is placed on one of the products, a
[make a gift]  item and [ask for a gift] item are
displayed at step S1210. [ 109] When the mouse pointer
is placed on a desired product in the messenger window
400 of FIG. 13 and [ask for a gift] item 1360 is
selected from [make a gift] item 1340  and [ask for a
gift] item 1360, that is, a gift request item, is
selected, a transmission  window as in FIG. 14 is
displayed. The telephone number of the receipt
terminal which  will request a gift icon corresponding
to the product is input on the transmission  window
and the gift request message is then transmitted to
the receipt terminal 500 at  steps 51220 and S1230.
[110] In an application example, if there are a
plurality of receipt terminals which request  the gift
icon, it may be possible to input the telephone
numbers of the plurality of  



receipt terminal and transmit the gift icon. [111]
When the receipt terminal 500 selects an acceptance
message for gift request, the  gift icon corresponding
to the product is transmitted to the user terminal 100
or the first  mobile terminal connected to the
terminal at steps S 1240 and S1250. The first mobile
terminal is a mobile terminal registered in the
messenger by the user of the user WO 2008/066219
PCT/KR2007/001155  13 terminal 100, and the second
mobile terminal is a mobile terminal registered in the
messenger by the user of the receipt terminal 500.
[112] Referring to FIG. 17, in an application example,
the messenger window indicated  by reference number
1710 is displayed on the user terminal 100 after the
gift request  message has been transmitted to the
receipt terminal 500. When the receipt terminal  500
has accepted the gift request and settlement has been
finished, a message indicated  by reference number
1730 is transmitted to the first mobile terminal. In
FIG. 18, a  messenger window 1800 which is displayed
in the receipt terminal 500 according to  the gift
request of the user terminal 500, a settlement window
820 enabling settlement  after acceptance of the gift
request, and a messenger window 1840 after the
settlement  has been finished are displayed. [113] In
this case, at least one of information about the user
terminal 100 or the mobile  terminal which receives
the gift icon, and the download period and usable
period of the  gift icon is set and is recorded in the
gift provision apparatus 300. When the gift icon  has
been used, or the usable period has expired, the gift
provision apparatus 300  prohibits the gift icon from
being used any more and then transmits the use
prohibition  message for the gift icon to the mobile
terminal which downloaded the gift icon. [114]
Furthermore, when a user having the gift icon accepts
the gift in a predetermined  shop, an acceptance
completion message transmitted from the terminal of
the shop is  registered in the gift provision
apparatus 300, thereby prohibiting the gift icon to be
used again. [115] In an application example, the
usable period of the gift icon is set, so that a
message  guiding repayment of money corresponding to
the gift icon which has not been used in  the usable
period or conversion is transmitted to a terminal
which settles accounts for  the gift icon,
Furthermore, it may be possible to provide contents
for gift icons  transmitted for a predetermined period
to the user terminal 100 or the receipt terminal  500.
[116] When the gift icon is transmitted to the user
terminal 100 or the first mobile  terminal, a button
for replying for the screen of the user terminal 100
or the first  mobile terminal is displayed. [117] In
an application example, when the gift icon is
transmitted to the user terminal  100, it may be
possible for the user terminal 100 to download the
gift icon to the first  



mobile terminal. [118] Another application example is
described with reference to FIG. 19 in detail. When
the receipt terminal 500 requests transmission of the
gift icon, a guide message for the  gift icon is
transmitted to the screen of the first mobile terminal
as in reference number  1910, and, when download of
the gift icon has been completed by the user of the
first  mobile terminal (see reference numbers 1920 and
1930), a button for [return] as in WO 2008/066219
PCT/KR2007/001155  14 reference number 1940 displayed
on the screen of the first mobile terminal is
generated  at step S 1260. [119] In this case, when
the button for [return] is selected by a user, as
illustrated in FIG.  19, gift information or a gift
list (not shown) is displayed to enable the user to
select at  least one gift by way of return. A
procedure for settlement after selection of the gift
is  same as illustrated above (S 1270). [120] When the
button for return is selected and a gift is
determined, a gift icon cor- responding to the gift is
transmitted to the receipt terminal 500 or the second
mobile  terminal at step 51280. [121]  [1221 [a sixth
embodiment] [123] FIG. 21 is a message flow
illustrating a method of providing a gift icon using a
mobile terminal according to a sixth embodiment of the
present invention. [1241 When connection with the gift
provision apparatus 300 is performed through a  mobile
communication network, a wap page as illustrated in
FIG. 24 is displayed and  then information about
products corresponding to a gift is provided to the
mobile  terminal 130 through the wap page 2400 at
steps S2110 and 52120. [125] Referring to the wap page
2400 of FIG. 24, the wap page 2400 includes a gift
provision button 2410, a gift request button 2420 and
a gift list providing information  about the products.
It is possible to select one of the gifts from the
gift list 2450  displayed after the gift provision
button 2410 has been selected, and acquire in-
formation 2470 about products corresponding to a gift.
[1261 In an application example, when one of buttons
indicated by reference number 2430  is selected in the
wap page 2400, information about the selected product
2470 is  displayed. [127] When a product is selected,
the wap page indicated by reference number 2490 is
displayed on the screen of the mobile terminal 130,
and when [search address book]  item 2492 is selected,
the address book stored in the mobile terminal 1.30 is
displayed.  The receipt terminal 500 which will
receive a gift icon corresponding to the product is
selected from the address book at step 52130. [128] In
an application example, in the wap page indicated by
reference number 2490,  



item 2494 for enabling the telephone number or e-mail
of the receipt terminal to be  input is included.
[129] When the mobile terminal 130 selects a button
2410 for provision of the gift icon, a  message
requesting gift provision is transmitted to the gift
provision apparatus 300,  and the gift icon according
to the message requesting gift provision is provided
to the  receipt terminal 500 at steps S2140 and 52150.
[130] Additionally, when the mobile terminal 130
selects the provision button, a wap WO 2008/066219
PCT/KR2007/001155  15 page for settlement is displayed
on the mobile terminal 130, and when the settlement
has been finished, the gift icon is provided to the
receipt terminal 500. [131.] The gift icon is received
as a short message having a URL as illustrated in
reference  number 2600 of FIG. 26, and when the URL
2610 is selected, the screen as illustrated  in
reference number 2620 is displayed on the receipt
terminal 500. In this case, when  the button 2630 for
download of the gift icon is selected and the gift
icon has been  downloaded from a gift provision
apparatus 300 or a predetermined server connected
through the URL, the button 2650 for return is
displayed. An example of the gift icon  downloaded is
illustrated in FIG. 28. [132] FIG. 27 illustrates
information about the products or a gift list
displayed on the  screen of the receipt terminal 500
when the receipt terminal 500 selects the button  2650
for return. [133] When the button 2650 for return is
selected, and then the gift is selected, the
telephone number 2710 of the mobile terminal providing
the gift icon to the receipt  terminal is displayed
and, it is possible for a user to additionally input
the telephone  number of another terminal at steps
52160 and S2165. [134] Therefore, the gift icon
corresponding to the product is transmitted to the
terminal  of the receipt terminal at step 52170. [135]
The usable period of the gift icon inset, so that a
message guiding repayment of  money corresponding to
the gift icon which has not been used in the usable
period or  conversion to a reserve is transmitted to
the mobile terminal 130 and the receipt  terminal 500
sequentially or at the same time at steps S2180,
S2190, and S2195. [136] In an application example, the
gift icon has a bar-code type, the gift provision
apparatus 300 authenticates the validity of the
bar-code type gift icon transmitted from  the POS
(Point Of Sale) terminal of a predetermined shop, and
transmits an au- thentication code corresponding to
completion of the authentication to the POS  terminal.
When the authentication code has been received, the
use of the bar-code type  gift iconis permitted, and
the POS terminal transmits the acceptance completion
message for the gift icon to the gift provision
apparatus. [137]  



[1381 [a seventh embodiment] [139] FIG. 22 is a
message flow illustrating a method of providing a gift
icon using a  mobile terminal according to a seventh
embodiment of the present invention. [140] In the
seventh embodiment, a method of providng a gift icon
when the user of the  mobile terminal 130 selects a
button 2520 for asking for a gift, that is, a button
requesting gift reception is described below. [1411
Information about products corresponding to a gift is
provided to the mobile  terminal 130, connected with
the gift provision apparatus 300 through a mobile com
WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  16 munication
network, along with the wap page 2500 of FIG. 25 at
steps S2210 and  S2220. [142] When the mobile terminal
130 selects the product, an address book is displayed,
and the mobile terminal which will request settlement
for a gift corresponding to the  product selects at
least one from the address book at step 52230. [143]
When the mobile terminal 130 selects a button 2540
requesting reception of the gift  icon, the message
requesting gift reception is transmitted to the gift
provision  apparatus 300, and the gift provision
apparatus 300 delivers the message requesting  gift
provision to the receipt mobile terminal 500 at steps
S2240 and 52250. [1.44] The receipt mobile terminal
500 receives the message requesting gift reception as
illustrated in FIG. 29, verifies contents 2910
included in the message requesting gift  reception,
and selects a message for accepting the gift request.
When settlement has  been finished, the gift icon is
transmitted to the mobile terminal 130 at steps 52260
and  S2270. [145] When the receipt mobile terminal 500
selects the message for accepting the gift  request, a
predetermined short message including a URL in which
the gift icon cor- responding to the product is
stored, is transmitted to the mobile terminal 300
which  have asked for the gift. [146] Thereafter, when
the mobile terminal 130 performs connection using the
URL and  requests download of the gift icon, the gift
icon as illustrated in FIG. 28 is downloaded.  [147]
The construction in which the button for return is
displayed on the mobile terminal 130, having received
the gift icon at steps S2280 to S2290, and a
predetermined gift is  selected and is then
transmitted to a counterpart terminal which has
provided the gift  icon, is identical to that
illustrated in the sixth embodiment. [f481
Furthermore, when a user having the gift icon accepts
the gift in a predetermined  shop, an acceptance
completion message transmitted from the terminal of
the shop is  registered in the gift provision
apparatus 300, thereby prohibiting the gift icon to be
used over again. [149] In an application example, the
gift icon has a bar-code type, the gift provision  



apparatus 300 authenticates the validity of the
bar-code type gift icon transmitted from  the POS
(Point Of Sale) terminal of a predetermined shop, and
transmits an au- thentication code corresponding to
completion of the authentication to the POS  terminal.
When the authentication code has been received, the
use of the bar-code type  gift icon is permitted, and
the POS terminal transmits the acceptance completion
message for the gift icon to the gift provision
apparatus. [150$  [1511 [an eighth embodiment] [152]
FIG. 23 is a message flow illustrating a method of
providing a gift icon using a WO 2008/066219
PCT/KR2007/001155  17 mobile terminal according to a
eighth embodiment of the present invention. [1531 When
information about products corresponding to a gift is
provided to the mobile  terminal 130 connected with
the gift provision apparatus 300 through the mobile
com- munication network and one of the products is
then selected, the gift provision  apparatus 300
provides an address book which is in conjunction with
the mobile  terminal 130 and enables selection of at
least one group from the address book at steps  52310,
52320, 52330 and 52340. [1541 When the mobile terminal
1.30 selects the button for provision of the gift
icon, the  gift icon is transmitted as described in
the sixth and seventh embodiments at steps S  2350 and
52360. [155] The gift provision apparatus 300 provides
contents for gift icons transmitted for a
predetermined period to the mobile terminal or the
receipt terminal which has settled  the accounts for
the gift icons at steps S2370 and 52375. [156]
Referring to FIG. 30, if [My gifticon] item 3100
related to the provision, reception  and management of
the gift icon is selected in a wap page provided when
the mobile  terminal is connected with the gift
provision apparatus 300, a wap page indicated by
reference number 3110 is provided, and an item
indicated by reference number 3120 is  selected when
it is desired to see contents of gift icons
transmitted by the mobile  terminal. [157] When the
[see contents of sent gifticon] item indicated by
reference number 3120 is  selected, a list indicating
which gift icon is transmitted and who had received a
gift  icon is displayed in the wap page as illustrated
in reference numbers 3140 and 3160. In  an application
example, the list of reference numbers 3140 and 3160
has been stored in  the memory of the mobile terminal
130, so that it is possible to read the list. [158] If
the [see contents of received gifticon] item indicated
by reference number 3130 is  selected, a list of gift
icons is displayed as reference icon 3150, and when
one of them  is selected, detailed information 3155
about the gift icons is provided. [1591 In this case,
it is possible to download 3170 one of gift icons
according to a user s  



selection and store it in the memory of the mobile
terminal 130. An example of the  downloaded gift icon
is illustrated in FIG. 28. In an application example,
the gift icon  has a more one dimensional bar-code
type. [,1601 WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  18
Claims  [1l A method of providing a gift icon using a
communication network, comprising:  a) providing
information about products to a user terminal
connected with a gift  provision apparatus through the
communication network, b) selecting at least one of
the products by the user terminal and inputting in-
formation of a receipt terminal for receiving the
product; c) the user terminal transmitting a message
requesting gift provision or a  message requesting
gift reception for the product to the gift provision
apparatus;  and d) the gift provision apparatus
providing a gift icon corresponding to the product  to
the receipt terminal when receiving the message
requesting gift provision. [2] The method as set forth
in claim 1, wherein step b) comprises: reading an
address book including at least one of an e-mail
address or a  telephone number of the receipt
terminal; and the user terminal selecting the
information of the receipt terminal from the  address
book. [3] The method as set forth in claim 2, wherein
the user terminal and the receipt  terminal are wired
terminals or mobile terminals. [4] The method as set
forth in claim 1, wherein the user terminal and the
receipt  terminal operate software of enabling
messages or data to be transmitted and  received in
real time through the communication network and
transmit and  receive the gift icon through the
software. [5] The method as set forth in claim 4,
wherein step d) comprises: d-1) when the gift icon is
transmitted to the receipt terminal, transmitting a
message inquiring a storage location of the gift icon
to the receipt terminal; and  d-2) when a message
requesting transmission of the gift icon is
transmitted from  the receipt terminal to a
predetermined mobile terminal, transmitting the gift
icon  to the mobile terminal. [6] The method as set
forth in claim 5, wherein step d-2) further comprises:
d-2a) transmitting a message including a URL in which
the gift icon is stored to  the mobile terminal. [7]
The method as set forth in claim 6, wherein step d-2)
further comprises: d-2b) when the mobile terminal
connects to the URL and requests download of  



the gift icon, downloading the gift icon. [8] The
method as set forth in any one of claims 1 to 7,
further comprising: e) when the receipt terminal
accepts the gift icon, registering an acceptance
completion message in the gift provision apparatus. WO
2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  19 [9] The method as
set forth in any one of claims I to 7, wherein step d)
provides a  web page or wap page for settlement to the
user terminal when the gift provision  apparatus
receives the message requesting gift provision, and
provides the gift  icon when the settlement has been
finished. [10] The method as set forth in any one of
claims I to 7, further comprising; f) the gift
provision apparatus receiving the message requesting
gift reception  and delivering the message requesting
gift reception to the receipt terminal; g) when an
acceptance message is received from the receipt
terminal, providing a  wap page or wap page for
settlement to the receipt terminal; and h) when the
settlement has been finished, providing the gift icon
to the user  terminal. [1 I] The method as set forth
in claim 4, further comprising: displaying a button
for return on a screen of the receipt terminal having
received  the gift icon; and when the button for
return is selected, providing information about the
product  and a product list, and, when the gift is
selected, transmitting the gift icon cor- responding
to the product to a counterpart terminal of the
receipt terminal. [12] The method as set forth in
claim 11, further comprising: when a usable period is
set, providing a message guiding repayment of money
corresponding to the gift icon which is not used for
the usable period or  conversion to a reserve to the
user terminal. [13] The method as set forth in claim
12, further comprising: the gift provision apparatus
providing contents of gift icons transmitted for a
pre- determined period to the user terminal or the
receipt terminal. [14] The method as set forth in
claim 13, wherein the gift icon is of a bar-code type.
[15] The method as set forth in claim 14, further
comprising: authenticating validity of the bar-code
type gift icon transmitted from a POS  (Point Of Sale)
terminal installed in a predetermined shop;
transmitting an authentication code corresponding to
completion of the au- thentication to the POS
terminal; and when the bar-code type gift icon has
been used, the POS terminal transmitting a  message
indicating acceptance completion of the gift icon to
the gift provision  apparatus. 



[16] A method of providing a gift icon using a
communication network, comprising:  i) providing
information about products to a user terminal
connected with a gift  provision apparatus through the
communication network; ii) when a gift is selected by
the user terminal, providing an address book cor-
responding to the user terminal to the user terminal;
WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  20 iii) when
information of at least one receipt terminal is
selected from the address  book, the gift provision
apparatus providing a message including a URL (Unique
Resource Locator) of a gift icon corresponding to the
product to the receipt  terminal; and iv) when the
receipt terminal connects with the gift provision
apparatus using the  URL and requests download of the
gift icon, providing the gift icon to the receipt
terminal. [17] The method as set forth in claim 16,
wherein step iii) comprises: iii-1) when the address
book is divided into a plurality of groups and stored,
and  at least one group is selected from the address
book, the gift provision apparatus  transmitting a web
page or wap page for settlement to the user terminal;
and  iii-2) performing settlement by transferring
memories or using a credit card in  the user terminal.
[ 18] The method as set forth in claim 17, further
comprising when settlement has been performed by
transferring memories or using a credit  card in the
user terminal, providing the gift icon to a mobile
terminal included in  a group selected from the
address book or an e-mail address. [191 The method as
set forth in claim 18, further comprising: when a
usable period is set, providing a message guiding
repayment of money  corresponding to the gift icon
which is not used for the usable period or  conversion
to a reserve to the user terminal, [20] The method as
set forth in claim 16, wherein in the gift icon, one
of a download  period and a usable period is set, and,
when the download period or the usable  period has
elapsed, download or usage is prohibited. [211 The
method as set forth in any one of claims 16 to 20,
further comprising: when a recipient accepts the gift
in a shop, registering an acceptance completion
message transmitted from a terminal of the shop in the
gift provision apparatus.  [22] The method as set
forth in claim 21, further comprising: the gift
provision apparatus providing contents of gift icons
transmitted from a  predetermined period to the user
terminal. [23] A method of providing a gift icon using
a communication network, comprising:  A-1) providing
information about products to a mobile terminal
connected with a  



gift provision apparatus through a mobile
communication network; A-2) selecting a gift by the
mobile terminal, and selecting one of pieces of
several information of a receipt terminal, having
requested settlement for the  product from an address
book; A-3) transmitting the gift icon to the receipt
terminal when the mobile terminal  selects a button
for request of receipt of the gift icon corresponding
to the WO 2005/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  21  product;
A-4) when the receipt terminal selects an acceptance
message for the gift request  and pays money for the
gift, transmitting a predetermined message including a
URL (Unique Resource Locator) of a gift icon
corresponding to the product to  the mobile terminal;
and A-5) when the mobile terminal connects with the
URL and then requests  download of the gift icon,
downloading the gift icon. [24] The method as set
forth in claim 23, further comprising: A-6) when the
gift icon has been downloaded to the receipt terminal,
displaying  a button for return on a screen of the
mobile terminal; and A-7) when the button for return
is selected, providing a gift list, and, when one of
gifts is selected from the gift list, transmitting a
gift icon corresponding to the  product to the mobile
terminal. [25] The method as set forth in claim 23 or
24, further comprising at lease one of information of
the mobile terminal for receiving the gift icon, and
a download period or usable period of the gift icon
being set and recorded in the  gift provision
apparatus; and the gift provision apparatus providing
contents of gift icons transmitted for a pre-
determined period to the mobile terminal or the
receipt terminal, and providing a  message guiding
repayment of money corresponding to the gift icon
which is not  used for the usable period or conversion
to a reserve. [26] The method as set forth in claim
25, wherein step A-4) comprises: A-4a) when the gift
icon is transmitted to the receipt terminal, if the
receipt  terminal is a wired terminal, transmitting a
message inquiring a storage location  of the gift
icon; and A-4b) when a message requesting transmission
of the gift icon to a pre- determined mobile terminal
is received from the receipt terminal, transmitting
the gift icon. [27] The method as set forth in claim
26, wherein step A-4b) comprises A-4b-1)  providing a
message including a URL in which the gift icon is
stored to the  mobile terminal. 



[28] The method as set forth in claim 27, wherein step
A-4b) further comprises A- 4B-2) when the mobile
terminal connects with the URL and requests download
of the gift icon, downloading the gift icon. [29] The
method as set forth in claim 28, wherein the gift icon
is of a bar-code type.  [30] The method as set forth
in claim 29, further comprising: authenticating
validity of the bar-code type gift icon transmitted
from a POS  (Point Of Sale) terminal installed in a
predetermined shop; WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155
22 transmitting an authentication code corresponding
to completion of the au- thentication to the POS
terminal; and when the bar-code type gift icon has
been used, the POS terminal transmitting a  message
indicating acceptance completion of the gift icon to
the gift provision  apparatus. [31] A method of
providing a gift icon using a communication network,
comprising:  B-1) providing information about products
to a terminal operating software  (hereinafter
referred to as a messenger) of enabling messages and
data to be  transmitted and received in real time
through a wired communication network  B-2) when the
terminal selects a product, a counterpart terminal and
a button of  gift request, transmitting an icon
corresponding to the product to the counterpart
terminal connected through the messenger; and B-3)
when the counterpart terminal selects an acceptance
message for the gift  request, providing the gift icon
corresponding to the product to the terminal or a
first mobile terminal registered in the messenger.
[32] The method as set forth in claim 31, further
comprising: B-4) when the gift icon is transmitted to
the terminal or the first mobile terminal  at step
B-3), displaying a button for return on a screen of
the terminal or the first  mobile terminal; and B-5)
when the button for return is selected, providing a
gift list, and when one of  gifts is selected from the
gift list, transmitting a gift icon corresponding to
the  product to the counterpart terminal. [33] The
method as set forth in claim 31, further comprising:
B-4) when the gift icon is transmitted to the terminal
or the fist mobile terminal  at step B-3), displaying
a button for return on a screen of the terminal or the
first  mobile terminal; and B-5) when the button for
return is selected, providing a gift list, and when
one of  gifts is selected from the gift list,
transmitting a gift icon corresponding to the  product
to the counterpart terminal. [341 The method as set
forth in claim 33, further comprising: 



when a user having the gift icon accepts the gift in a
predetermined shop,  registering an acceptance
completion message transmitted from a terminal of the
shop in the gift provision server. [35] A method of
providing a gift icon using a communication network,
comprising:  Ga) providing information about products
to a terminal operating software  (hereinafter
referred to as a messenger) of enabling messages and
data to be  transmitted and received in real time
through a wired communication network;  Na) the
terminal selecting a gift provision button or gift
request button for WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155
23 providing or receiving the product as a gift; Da)
when the terminal selects the product, a counterpart
terminal for receiving  the product and the gift
provision button, transmitting a gift icon
corresponding  to the product to the counterpart
terminal connected through the messenger Ra) when the
terminal selects the product, the counterpart terminal
and the gift  request button, transmitting information
about the gift icon to the counterpart  terminal; and
Ma) when the counterpart terminal selects an
acceptance message for the gift  icon, displaying a
settlement page corresponding to the gift icon to the
counterpart terminal, and when the settlement has been
finished, transmitting the  gift icon to the terminal.
[36] The method as set forth in claim 35, further
comprising: when a usable period is set, the gift
provision server providing a message guiding
repayment of money corresponding to the gift icon
which is not used for the  usable period or conversion
to areserve to the user terminal, [37] The method as
set forth in claim 9 or 35, further comprising the
gift provision  server providing contents of gift
icons transmitted for a predetermined period to  the
user terminal or the counterpart terminal. [38] The
method as set forth in claim 37, further comprising:
Sa) when settlement has been finished in the
counterpart terminal at step Ma),  transmitting the
gift icon to the terminal or the first mobile
terminal, and  displaying a button for return on a
screen of the terminal or the first mobile  terminal;
and Ua) when the button for return is selected,
providing a gift list, and when one of  the gifts is
selected from the gift list, transmitting a gift icon
corresponding to the  product to the counterpart
terminal. [39] The method as set forth in claim 38,
wherein the gift icon is of a bar-code type.  [40] The
method as set forth in claim 39, further comprising:
authenticating validity of the bar-code type gift icon
transmitted from a POS  



(Point Of Sale) terminal installed in a predetermined
shop; transmitting an authentication code
corresponding to completion of the au- thentication to
the POS terminal; and when the bar-code type gift icon
has been used, the POS terminal transmitting a
message indicating acceptance completion of the gift
icon to the gift provision  apparatus. [41] An
apparatus of providing a gift icon using a
communication network,  comprising: a product
information management unit for providing product
information about WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155  24
products to be provided as a gift and URL information
corresponding to the  product information to a
purchaser terminal; a gift icon management unit for
managing gift icons corresponding to the  products and
managing whether the gift icon has been used; and a
control unit for selecting one of the products
provided by the product in- formation management unit,
and when a receipt terminal for receiving the  product
is selected and then settlement has been finished,
providing the gift icon  corresponding to the product
to the receipt terminal. [42] The apparatus as set
forth in claim 41, wherein the apparatus further
comprises  an address book management unit for
managing an address book including at  least one of a
telephone number and e-mail address of the receipt
terminal and  consisting of at least one group and
providing the address book at a request of the
purchaser terminal. [43] The apparatus as set forth in
claim 42, wherein the gift icon management unit is  in
conjunction with the address book and manages
download, use, and usable  period expiration of the
gift icon, [44] The apparatus as set forth in claim
41, wherein the user terminal and the receipt
terminal are user terminals or mobile terminals. [45]
The apparatus as set forth in claim 41, wherein the
user terminal and the receipt  terminal operate
software of enabling messages or data to be
transmitted and  received in real time through the
communication network and transmit and  receive the
gift icon through the software. [46] The apparatus as
set forth in any one of claims 41 to 45, wherein when
a button  for gift provision displayed on a screen of
the user terminal is selected, the  control unit
provides a settlement screen to the user terminal
according to the gift  provision, and, when a button
for gift request is selected, provides a guide
message and the settlement screen on a screen of the
receipt terminal having  requested the gift. 



[47] A system for providing a gift icon using a
communication network, comprising  a user terminal for
receiving information about products, selecting a
product and  being provided with information about
selection of at least one receipt terminal  for
receiving the products, whether the receipt terminal
receives a gift icon cor- responding to the product
and whether the gift icon has been used; and a gift
provision apparatus for providing the information
about products to the  user terminal, providing the
gift icon to the receipt terminal and managing
download, use, and usable period expiration of the
gift icon. [48] The system as set forth in claim 47,
wherein the user terminal is in conjunction  with an
address book and requests gift provision for each
group included in the WO 2008/066219 PCT/KR2007/001155
25  address book, [49] The system as set forth in
claim 47 or 48, wherein the user terminal and the
receipt terminal are user terminals or mobile
terminals. [50] The system as set forth in claim 49,
wherein the user terminal and the receipt  terminal
operate software of enabling messages or data to be
transmitted and  received in real time through the
cornmunication network and transmit and  receive the
gift icon through the software. [511 The system as set
forth in claim 50, further comprising a receipt
terminal for  downloading the gift icon from the gift
provision apparatus and storing it, being  provided
with a gift corresponding to the gift icon from an
affiliated shop  appointed by the gift icon or
receiving a message prohibiting use of the gift icon
from the gift provision apparatus when the usable
period of the gift icon has  lapsed. [52] The system
as set forth in claim 51, wherein the receipt terminal
displays a  button for return on a screen after
reception of the gift icon, and when the button  for
return and a predetermined product are selected,
transmits a gift icon cor- responding to the
predetermined product to a counterpart terminal having
transmitting the gift icon. [53] The system as set
forth in claim 52, wherein the gift provision
apparatus  transmits a use prohibition message to the
receipt terminal having received the  gift icon when
the product corresponding to the gift icon is accepted
in an  appointed affiliated shop and the usable period
of the gift icon has lapsed. 


