
Apparatus for sealing the front surface of a printing head of an ink jet
printer when the latter is not in operation, comprises a seal means adapted
to make an air-tight seal with the front surface and to form therewith an
evacuable space communicating with conduit means provided with suction
means to suck ink out of the printing head and with valve means which, when
open, brings the space into communication with the exterior of the seal
means. Operation of the suction means and of the valve means is controlled
in use by first operating the suction means while the valve means is closed
so as to reduce the pressure in the space to an increasing extent
throughout a first period of time [err]. Thereafter preliminary opening and
closing actions (I) of the valve means are effected during a second period
of time [err]. Thereafter further opening and closing actions (II) of the
valve means are effected at least once after a third period of time (t3)
has elapsed from the end of the second period of time (t2), the third
period of time [err] being shorter than the first period of time [err].    


