‘Appar-atus for sealing the front surface of a printing head of an ink jet
printer whepthe—tatter iS not in operation, conprises a seal neans adapted

to make an aidgi-t hieeSRaplacesi th the front surface and to formtherewith an
evacuabl e S . ing wth conduit nmeans provided with suction
means to su m%“mm% he printing head and with val ve means~nhi ¢h, ,when
open, bring 't o comruni cation with the exterior of ﬁ%@li qul__
nmeans. Operation of the suction nmeans and of the valve neans is controll

in use by first operating the suction2feans while the valve nmeans is closed
SO0 as to reduce the pressure in the space to an increasing extent

t hroughout a first period of time [err]. Thereafter prelimnary opening and
closing actions (lI) of the valve neans are effected during a second period

of time [err]. Thereafter further ABSARACENd cl osing actions (I11) of the

val ve neans are effected at |east once after a third period of tine (t3)
has el apsed fromthe end of the second period of tine (t2), the third

per’ od of ti e [ rgepRAvPRN SEAL R MiFb ANTPRPPAR Rbuk ™ (7).

Apparatus for sealing the front surface of a printing head of an ink jet
printer when the latter is not in operation, comprises a seal means adapted to
make an air-tight seal witﬁ?;;;e front surface and to form therewith an evacuable
space communimﬁng with conduit means provided with suction means to suck
ink out of the printing head and with valve means which, when open, brings the
space into communication with the exterior of the seal means. Operation of the
suction means and of the valve means is controlled in use by first operating the
suction means while thé valve means is closed so as to reduce the pressure m the
space to an increasing extent throughout a first period of time (t;). Thereafter
preliminary opening and closing actions (I) of the valve means are effected
during a second period of time (t;). Thereafter further opening and closing
actions (II) of the valve means are effected at least once after a third period of
time (t3) has elapsed from the end of the second period of time (t,), the third

period of time (t3) being shorter than the first period of time (t;).
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