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Foldable or slidable room dividers for dividing
rooms, as depicted in Fig. 8 (see also WO 96/21788),
have at least one displaceable door element which is

10 connected to at least one further door element,
generally by means of hinges, and is retained and
guided rotatably on one door side in an upper running
rail and a lower running or guide rail. Fig. 8 shows,
by way of example, a room opening which can be closed

15 by means of a door 201 and three door elements 2, 2',
2" which are connected to oﬁe another via three hinges
209 in each case and can be folded relative to one
another. As seen from the first door element 2, in
folding doors normally every other door element 2, 2”7,

20 .. is suspended and guided at the bottom. The door
elements 2 and 2” are therefore guided at the top in a
running rail 4 and at the bottom in a guide groove 208.
The door elements 2, 27, 2”7 can consequently be
displaced along the rail 4 while folded together.

25 In order to guide the door elements 2, 2', 27,
use 1is made, for example, of rails 4 and running
mechanisms 6, as shown in Fig. 9 and disclosed in EP
0 733 766 Al. The rail 4, which is fastened to a wall
206 by means of a clip 211 and two screws 212, 213, has

30 a downwardly open U-profile with feet pieces 402 along
whose running surfaces 5 the wheels 8 of the running
mechanism 6 roll.

Fig. 1 shows the rail 4 and the running
mechanism 6 in the section A-A illustrated in Fig. 9. A

35 door element 2 is connected to the running mechanism 6
by means of a fitting assembly comprising a securing
means 3 and a connecting screw 1. The securing means 3



fol ding doors normally every other door elenment 2, 2", 20 is suspended and
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the running mechanism 6 if the door element 2 is guided

10 as far as the stop. This prevents the door element 2
from striking against the frame 202. The first door
element 2 1is frequently to be retained on the stop or
in the frame, so that the further door elements 2’, 27,

can be unfolded in order to close the opening. In

15 order to retain the door element 2 or the running
mechanism 6 which corresponds thereto, use is made of
the retaining spring 103 which has been connected to
the body 101 of the buffer device 100. If the running
mechanism 6 runs up against the buffer device 100 or

20 the damping element 102, the retaining spring 103 is
run up on a cam 29 arranged in the form of a ramp on
the running mechanism body 7, and snaps in behind it as
soon as the running mechanism 6 contacts against the
damping element 102.

25 The buffer device 100 which is shown comprises,
as described above, a plurality of parts and has
consequently to be produced and assembled with
considerable outlay in various operations. The
connection between the retaining spring 103 and the

30 body 101 is regularly subjected to the action of a
considerable force, which 1is why wear phenomena and
deficient operational capability may occur prematurely.

The door element 2 is held firmly against a
stop by the retaining spring 103 and can only be made

35 to move again by the action of a force. The retaining
force exerted by the retaining spring 103 may be too
low or too high, depending on the application.

There is therefore fundamentally a relatively

high outlay on maintenance in these known devices.



I's connected to the door elenent 2 by four screws. The connecting screw
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This object 1is achieved by the measures

specified in claim 1. Advantageous refinements of the
15 invention are specified in further claims.

The buffer device according to the invention,
which can be fitted in a convenient manner with little
outlay, enables running mechanisms which are connected
to displaceable door elements to be cushioned while

20 running and to be retained in a designated position in
such a way that a flush connection of the first door
element to the frame 1is assured as being maintained
while door elements are being opened and closed. Only
by a relatively powerful pulling movement can the first

25 door element be detached again from the buffer device
and slid away. The buffer device can be manufactured
cost-effectively from a single metal plate and can be
completed by a damping element. Since the retaining
spring is preferably a component part of the body of

30 the buffer device, in addition to the outlay on
production being reduced the device is highly stable.
Furthermore, the retaining spring can be produced
separately from the body of the buffer device, which
body 1is formed according to the invention, and can

35 subsequently be connected to said body in a non-
positive manner, preferably by rivets or screws.

In a preferred refinement of the invention, the
retaining spring can optionally be prestressed,
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10 Fig. 2 shows a side view of the buffer device 10
according to the invention,
Fig. 3 shows the buffer device 10 according to Fig.
2 from the front,
Fig. 4 shows the buffer device 10 according to Fig.
15 2 from above,
Fig. 5 shows the buffer device 10 according to Fig.

2 installed in a rail 4, from the rear,

Fig. 6 shows the buffer device 10 according to the

invention, installed in a rail 4 in which a
20 running mechanism 6, which is connected to a
door element 2, is guided,

Fig. 7 shows the body 11 of the buffer device 10
according to the invention, which body is
punched from a metal sheet and is not yet

25 bent,

Fig. 8 shows the folding walls which are described
at the beginning and comprise a plurality of
door elements 2, 2/, 2~,

Fig. 9 shows a rail 4 which is fitted on a wall and

30 is suitable for accommodating the buffer
device 10 according to the invention,

Fig. 10 shows wing end pieces 17%, 19%, which are
provided for retaining the damping element 12
on both sides, and

35 Fig. 11 shows a buffer device 10 according to the
invention . whose retaining spring 131 is
connected to the body 11 by a screw 33.
Fig. 8 shows the folding walls which are
described at the beginning and comprise a plurality of
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door element 2 is connected to the running mechanism 6
by means of a fitting system comprising a securing
15 means 3 and a connecting screw 1. The securing means 3
is fastened to the door element 2 by four screws. The
connecting screw 1, which is mounted rotatably in the
securing means 3, is screwed into a thread 9 provided
in the body 7 of the running mechanism 6. Fig. 1 shows
20 the buffer device 100 described at the beginning. Figq.
6 shows a buffer device 10 according to the invention
which 1is installed in the rail 4 and is described in
detail in the following.
Fig. 7 shows the body 11 of the buffer device
25 10, which body is punched from sheet metal and is not
yet bent. The body 11 comprises a central piece 20
which is connected on one side to a first wing 14 and
on the other side to a second wing 18. After the
bending procedures are finished, the extension of the
30 central piece 20 forms a retaining spring 13 which is
preferably of narrower design than the central piece
20.
Rounded zones 21 are preferably provided on
both sides of the transition from the retaining spring
35 13 to the central piece 20, which zones ensure that
bending stresses are distributed there, which avoids
premature material fatigue at these points.
Two threaded drill-holes 131 and 132, which
serve to receive fastening screws 31, 32 (see Fig. 2),



35 .subsequently be connected to said- - body in a non- positive

manner, preferably by rivets or screws. In a preferred
refinement of the invention, the retaining spring can optionally be
prestressed, - - 6 - - 4- al l owi ng the
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the buffer device 10rgecend pdelc® R the first wing 24f he® thesddront,
Zbgve? ShoggeEQeZ%UEM?EHk?Qcé%éé& g O&E%ankoogggin%516 provided2 from
to receive the damping element 12. The first and second
wings 14, 18 also have end pieces 17 and 19,
10 respectively, which overlap one another after the
bending procedures {see Figs 2-4).

After the body 11 of the buffer device, as
shown in Fig. 7, has been punched from a metal sheet,
the bending procedure can proceed as follows. First of

15 all, the retaining spring 13 1is bent taking the
required prestress and the shape of the running
mechanism body 7 to be retained (see cam 29) into
consideration. Subsequently, the front piece 26, then
the first wing 14 and then the second wing 18 are bent

20 at least approximately perpendicularly downward along
bending lines 15, 22 and 23, in such a manner that the
end pieces 17 and 19 of the two wings 14 and 18,
respectively, overlap one another (see Fig. 2). After
that, the adjusting screw 30, the fastening screws 31,

25 32 and the damping element 12 are inserted.

In order to reinforce the buffer device 10,
there are preferably additionally pressed into the body
11 the notches 25 which are shown in Figs 2 and 3 and
by means of which the two wings 14 and 18 and the

30 central piece 20 are mutually stabilized. The notches
25 can be inserted, for example, by means of a wedge
which is guided relative to the wing 14 or 18 and the
central part 20 at an angle of 45° with respect to the
body 11. The mutual stabilization of the wings 14, 18

35 and of the central piece 20 prevents the central piece
20 from buckling during installation of the fastening
screws 31, 32, which would result, on the one hand, in

the adjustment of the retaining spring 13 changing and,
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It can furthermore be seen from Fig. 2 and Fig.
3 that the two wings 14 and 18 are provided on the
front side with recesses 141 and 181, respectively,
which enable the buffer device 10 to tilt forward after
it has been introduced into the rail 4. This may be
necessary if the running rail is fastened with screws
whose head height or head shape prevents the buffer
device 10 from being pushed through. When the running
rail is fitted, the running mechanism 6 and the buffer
device 10 have already been inserted in the running
rail in the correct sequence. The recesses 141 and 181
then make it possible for the buffer device 10 to be
able to be tilted at a constriction caused, for
example, by the head of a fastening screw, and slid
past the corresponding point.

Fig. 4 shows the buffer device 10 from above.
The notches 25 which serve to reinforce the buffer
device 10 can readily be seen. It can furthermore be
seen how the front piece 26 is bent toward the second
wing 18 and overlaps the latter at the end.

As shown in Fig. 10, it would also be possible
to configure the end pieces 17* and 19* of the wings
14, 18 and bend them toward one another in such a
manner that they clamp the damping element 12 in the
center. However, in this case the quality of retention
of the damping element 12 is dependent on the precision
of the bending procedures and not on the quality of a
drill-hole 16 which can be provided in a precise manner
in the front piece 26.
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- 5- rot at abl e and di spl aceabl e door elenents 2, 2', 2". The door
elemrents 2, 2', 2" are guided by running mechanisns 6 in rails
4, as are shown in Fig. 9. The U profil e-shaped rail 4, which is
fastened to a wall 206 5 by means of a 8lrp 211 and two screws 212, 213,
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descri beldd i npressed downward by the fastening screws 31, i
supported by the notches 25.

Fig. 6 shows the buffer device 10 according to
the invention, installed in a rail 4 in which a running
mechanism 6, which is connected to a door element 2, is

15 guided. The running mechanism 6 bears against the
damping element 12 and 1is retained in the position
shown by the retaining spring 13, which is guided via
the cam 29 provided on the running mechanism body 7. So
that the running mechanism 6 can be detached again from

20 the retaining spring 13, a pulling force has to be
applied by means of which the retaining spring 13 is
again raised above the cam 29. In order to adjust the
force with which the running mechanism 6 1is retained
against its stop, the retaining spring 13 can be

25 prestressed as required. For this purpose, a threaded
drill-hole 130 is provided in the extension of the
central piece 20, which drill-hole serves to receive an
adjusting screw 30 which is rotated a sufficient amount
with respect to said central piece until the retaining

30 spring 13 is pressed downward to a sufficiently great
extent.

Of course, the buffer device 10 according to
the invention can advantageously be used with different
types of rails and running mechanisms. In a more simple

35 refinement, the adjusting screw 30 may be omitted. In
principle, another means of installation in the rail 4
may also be selected, for example the wings 14 and/or
18 could be directly screwed to the rail 4.



detail in the follow ng. Fig. 7 shows the body 11 of the buffer
device 25 10, which body is punched from sheet netal and is not yet
bent. The body 11 conprises a central piece 20 which is connected on
one side to a first wing 14 and o the other side to a second wi ng 18.
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which is not suitable for the production of the body 11

is requested for the production of the retaining spring

10 131.

Rotation of the adjusting screw 30 with respect

to the rail central piece 400 causes the buffer device

10 additionally to be retained within the rail 4 and to

be secured against displacement when cushioning a door

15 element 2, 2’, 2”. In this arrangement, the use of one

of the fastening screws 31, 32 may be omitted under

some circumstances.



extension of the central piece 20, which drill-hole serves to receive
an adjusting screw 30 by neans of 5 which the retaining sprlng 13 can be
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buf fer device, as shown in Figpaignbathggg_punched f I eet ,
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retaining spring 13 is bent taking the required prestress and the shape
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14 and 18 andoyiehed and bent from a metal element, has a first and
a second wing (14; 18), which wings are connected to
each other by a central piece (20) which is or can be
connected to a retaining spring (13) serving to retain

15 the running mechanism (6), and wherein the end plieces
(17, 19, 26; 17*, 19*) of the wings (14; 18) are
provided to retain the damping element (12).

2. The buffer device as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the central piece (20) has a tongue-shaped

20 extension which forms the retaining spring (13) serving
to retain the running mechanism (6).

3. The buffer device as claimed in claim 1 or 2,
wherein the damping element (12) is retained between
those end pieces (17*; 19*) of the wings (14,18) which

25 are bent toward one another, or wherein the first wing
(14) has a front piece (26) which is bent toward the
second wing (18) and is provided with an opening (16)
serving to receive the damping element (12).

4, The buffer device as claimed in claim 1, 2 or

30 3, wherein threaded drill-holes (131, 132) for
fastening screws (31, 32) are provided in the central
piece (20), wherein the body (11) can be fitted in a U-
profile-shaped rail (4) which has an upper rail central
piece (400) which is connected on both sides to side

35 plates (401) whose ends have foot pieces (402) directed
toward one another, in which case the two wings (14,

18) can be placed onto the foot pieces (402) and the

AR O



30-central piece 20 are nutually stabilized. The notches 25 can be

inserted, for exanple, by neans of a wedge which is guided relative to
the wing 14 or 18 and the central part 20 at an angle of 45[err] with

respect to the body 11. The nutual- dflabilization of the wi ngs 14, 18 35
and of the ceﬂagteénﬁge%r@vé)r@flen@e)t hereerdf M api €CRith r@Qpé&@”tBUCk' i ng
during installation.of t fastenlng screws 31, 32, which would result,

on the one h"ﬁ}f 5411 central, RigGse0%s t he retaining spring 13 changi ng
and, The buffer device -a= claimbdh61@thelabﬁnd4 in the

ff d f t fast nthe rail 4
Ilg:Jg eg sﬁ\(;:/v(s:%!t%%{lﬂ Pgr g ervél Lal &?%g%% % T e fRAHPEHPEce 26,
whi ch serVes ol BQlhels @rqj@rﬁﬁmqmlfﬁmmem@;abmes(thb oéwothengs 14
and 18 in e%&ﬁsl%rﬁ'aﬂﬂgfeébat w@a’ich”p?&'}u%ﬁ&estz'igat i efgt%@ab

absorbed in each case b W ngs spring
30, which g¥r re?%eg%d}:ﬂstthet E'Feall C‘F%‘f%@%l ng§9r |(r4g90]23 in sozfles shown.
10 | ttccarjfustt ke prest g Sar fuheMrieiteind NG griGg (13) .

6. The buffer device as claimed in one of the

10 preceding claims, wherein notches (25) are impressed in
the body (11), which notches serve to reinforce the
buffer device (10).

7. The buffer device as claimed in one of the
preceding claims, wherein at the front on the lower

15 side the two wings (14, 18) are provided with recesses
(141, 181) which enable the buffer device introduced
into the rail (4) to tilt.

8. The buffer device as claimed in one of the
preceding claims, wherein those end pieces (17, 19, 26;

20 17*, 19*%) of the two wings (14, 18) which are bent

toward one another mutually overlap.

DT



3 that the two wings 14 and 18 are provided on the front side with
recesses 141 and 181, respectively, whi ch enabl e the buffer devi ce 10
totilt forward r it has been infroduced into the 4 Thi s may
be 15 necess% 1§E?E running rail is f stened with & O%k%%e head
hei ght or Raée prevents t he buffer device 10 fronrberng pushed

t hrough. Wen the running rail is fitted, the running nmechanism 6 and

t he buffer devi ce 10 have already been inserted in the running 20 rai
in the correct sequence. The recesses 141 and 181 then make it possible
for the buffer device 10 to be abPRSTRAGE tilted at a constriction
caused, for exanpl e, by the head of a fastening screw, and slid

past the correspondin 4 shows the buffer deV|ce 10

25 . Fi
f r om above. The ngf"gm ntff?’?/\hfi%?\l%%r \)((3:080 RaF nforkePY hd 1B ripic

devi ce 10 <cancavabel fibeedeén. altadan(Murthewnmmﬁn@eeleméﬁﬁﬂrjunwﬁ&p front
piece 26 is b t sec % Iaps the Iatter at
Phe end. 30 CueniBifhS, | 2has8 lfpinipl priRg Lo dart = {o
configure ther‘éﬁElEGeG@;%Cha?msmd (§9* whithe i ngmiided 141’1 18hanckabﬂmd t hem

toward one anpgb@r i Msugh@ is &h%%h@grgﬁ, r§| errent
12 in the iﬁ% i However, in thls case ret
t he danpi ng ef Pleowiagy&Jemeats of? eT%?eéFsﬂ@ﬁSt aRﬁrQXWm&ﬂﬁﬁkr@

procedur 9 and-pobdfHbet BRagedl boyyof (B1) ofditHd -hefeeAb6qekbieh cam)oe
provided in & Rrgﬁ'%%dF”E§ punched and bent from a metal element,
has a first and a second wing (14; 18), which wings are
connected to each other by a central piece (20) whose
tongue-shaped extension forms the retaining spring (13)
15 serving to retain the running mechanism (6). The end
pieces (17, 19, 26; 17*, 19*) of the wings (14; 18) are
configured in such a manner that they are suitable for
retaining [lacuna] damping element (12). The buffer
device (10) can be manufactured cost-effectively from a
20 single metal plate and can be completed by a damping
element (12). Since the retaining spring (13) is a
component part of the body (11) of the buffer device
(10), the device is highly stable.

(Fig. 6)



in the front piece 26. - 8-

Fig. 5 shows the buffer device 10 which is installed in arail 4, from
the rear. It can be seen fromthis that the two wings 14, 18 rest on

t he f oot pi eces 402 of the rail 4 and, respectively, on the 5 running
surfaces 5 f dnalterablé tepy 8. The screws 31 and 32 are rotated upward
sufficiently far with respect to the rail central piece 400 that the
buffer device igq2871 i rmy clanped between 8Me rail central piece 400 and
the foot pieces 402. The central piece 20, which is 10 pressed downward by

the fastening screws 31, 32, is supported by the notches 25.
Fig. 6 shows the buffer device 10 according to the invention, installed
inarail 4 ingwﬁich a running mechani sm 6, which is connected to a
door el enent 2, 9-d 15 gui ded. The runni ng mechani sm 6 bears agai nst the
danping elenment 12 and is retained in the position shown by t @3 100
retaining spring 13, which is guided via the cam 29 provi ded on the
runni ng néchanisn\phdy_l_Agﬂzg - —
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t hat -t he runni ng nechani sm 6 can be detached again from 20 the retaining
spring 13, a pulling force has to be appl i ed by neans of which the
retaining spring 13 is agai n rai sed above the cam29. In order to
adj ust the force with which the running nechanism®6 is retained
against its St%ﬁ# %Eg retaining spring 13 can be 25 prestressed as

requi red. FoOinaltETaBIRFORY e 5 {hreaded drill-hole 130 is provided in
t he extension of the central piece 20, ich drill-hole serves to
receive an A WBTALGH ng screw 30 which i s“otated a sufficient anount
with respect to said central piece until the retaining 30 spring 13 is

pressed downward to a sufficiently great extent. O course,
the buffer device 10 according to the invention can advant ageously be
used with di fggrgent types of rails and running nmechani snggq 4n a nore
sinple 35 refinenent, the adjusting screw 30 nay be om tted. Pn

principle, another neans of installation in the rail 4 may al so be

sel ected, for exanple the wi ngs 14 and/or 18 could be directly scr ewed
to the rail 4. ,~20 —25 L4 15 4

v o8

v 13(.)“_ Wl} _ °
Q O 1)

©' 132 1
A ' J/l'l\r/ 14'

/
18 - 19 -

Fig. 6




-9- Fig. 11 shows a buffer device 10 according to t he

I nventi on whose retaining spring 131 is connected
[ accordance with the invention.

t he body 11 manufact ured in

non-positively to

connection may, as 5 shown in Fig. 11, be undertaken by a screw 33, and
al so by a rivet or further connecting nmeans. This neasure is

which i s not

expedi ent part, Ly .lf a particular spring stee
sui tabl e foin$*§H%ﬁé3é8yion of the body 11 is requested for the

production of the retaining spring 10 131.
to theddail central piece 400 causes

adj usting screyes?9 oM th respect

Rot ati on of the

the buffer device 10 additionally to be retained within the rail 4 and
to be secured agai nst displ acenent when cushioning a door 15 el enent
2, 2', 2". In this arrangenent, the use of one of the fastening screws
1 2 ' nder Ir n .
31, 32 may bﬁgpf1tted1$ de some circunstances
14 15 16 17
\ s ..I ."‘.-
2, 0§
20 | _ '
s . — ) 21
S | % 13
] T
. |0 O D
AN I .
132 130
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18 19
Fig. 8
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PATENT CLAIMS 1. A buffer device having a body which can be fitted in
arail (4), a danping elenent for cushioning, and a retaining spring for
retaining a running nechanism (6) which is guided in the rails [sic] (4)
and is provided for carrying and guiding slidable wing elenents (2),
wherein the at Insdterablgeopy mately U profile-shaped body (11) of the buffer
device (10), which body is punched and bent froma netal elenent, has a
first and a secofdd@BFhGH(14; 18), which wi ngsygre connected to each other
by a central piece (20) which has a tongue-shaped extension that fornms the
retaining spring (13) serving to retain the running nmechani sm (6) and
wherein the end pieces (17, 19, 26; 17*, 19*) of the wngs (14; 18) are

provi ded to ret &% % he danpi ng el enent ( ;),, g B Filchet ed] 3. The
buffer device as claimed in claifh'1 gReeen the danping el ement (12)
I's retained between those end piecdes f the wings (14, 18) which
are bent toward one another, or whe W ng
212 13
213 " \
400 . 18
\‘\ '-//\_,' %
N NE
\
\:\\\ 19* 17*
8 ~ A
\ N
o X
2 ] l ] 12
PN
Y\ 3
4 \“‘ N,
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NN 7 N N
402/ i
_// v 5
6 A
Fig. 11
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(14) has a front piece (26) which is bent toward the second wing (18) and
Rg—-et-erent-

Is provided with an opening (16) serving to receive the dauphg -]
(12). 4. The buffer device as clgjmed in claimi1, 2 dr RBPLAGEMENT SHEET
threaded drill-holes (131, 132) for fastening screwy (g¥—32y—are -

provided in the central piece (20), wherein the body (11) cawb%géﬁgip@g I{n
e &7 460)

a U profile-shaped rail (4) which has an upper rail centfra

whi ch is connected on both sides to side plates (401) whofsetenrds=trave-foot
pi eces (402) directed toward OPATEN®t OBBAIMSn whi ch case the two w ngs (14,

18) can be placed onto the foot pieces (402) and the fFFasTentng

screws (31, 32) are rotatable wth respect to the rail central

(400). 1. 5. A Thef féuf Aevicdenaeéngas bobyi whdchi ganchbal hitted

ext ensi on

pi ece

uherein g by caded dhi || S OLEd 0 c{ohon0 UUSHIG o6 M3 1S

provi ded in the central piece

adj ust i nFesedaynics sprémabfer retgirHinesperunngnchanechant®nt (&) piece

(400) iny®Hde is guided in the rails [sic] (4) and is provided
for carrying and guiding slidable wing elements (2),
wherein the at 1least approximately U-profile-shaped
body (11) of the buffer device (10), which body ié

prunched and bent from a metal element, has a first and

a second wing (14; 18), which wings are connected to

each other by a central piece (20) which has a tongue-shaped

extension that forms the retaining spring (13) serving

to

retain the running mechanism (6) and wherein the end pieces

{17, 19, 26; 17*, 19*) of the wings (14; 18) are
provided to retain the damping element (12).

2. [deleted]

3. The buffer device as claimed in claim 1 or 2,

wherein the damping element (12) is retained between

those end pieces (17*; 19*) of the wings (14,18) which

N are bent toward one another, or wherein the first wing

e (14) has a front piece (26) which is bent toward the

second wing (18) and is provided with an opening (16)
serving to receive the damping element (12).

4. The buffer device as claimed in claim 1, 2 or

3, wherein threaded drill-holes (131, 132) for

fastening screws (31, 32) are provided in the central

piece (20), wherein the body (11) can be fitted in a U-

.profile—shaped rail (4) which has an upper rail central

piece (400) which is connectéd on both sides to side

plates (401) whose ends have foot pieces (402) directed

toward one another, in which case the two wings (14,

18) can be placed onto the foot pieces (402) and the

LU
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to adjust a prestress for the retaining spring (13). 6. The Dbuffer
device as <clained in one of the 10 preceding clains, wherein notches
(25) argmessed | WORLD INTELREAYUAL PRoPYRTY DRGANIALEIONET Ve t o reinforce

t he devi ce (10). né“ . %pe buffer device as clainmed in
one of the precedi ng cl ai B EPLRPA™AY the front on the Iower 15
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(57) Abstract
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The buffer device (10) has a body (11) which N

can be fitted in a rail (4), a damping element (12) for
cushioning, and a retaining spring (13) for retaining
a running mechanism (6) which is guided in the rail
(4) and is provided for carrying and guiding sliding
wing elements (2). The at least approximately
U-profile-shapexi wing element of the buffer device
(10), whose bedy is punched and bent from a metal
element, has a first and a second wing (14; 18), these
wings being connected to each other by a central
piece (20) whose tongue~shaped extension forms the
retaining spring (13) serving to retain the running
mechanism (6). The end pieces (17, 19, 26; 17*,
19*) of the wings (14; 18) are configured in such
a manner that they are suitable for retaining the
damping element (12). The buffer device (10) can
be manufactured cost-effectively from a single metal
plate and can be completed by a damping element
(12). Since the retaining spring (13) is a component
part of the body (11) of the buffer device (10), the
device is highly stable.




