A |l aptop conputer contains a built-in nodem and has a phone jack for
connection to a telephone line while the conputer is being operated in a
st and- al one node. A docking station into which the | aptop conputer nay be
docked all ows the conbined unit to be operated in a desk-top node. The
docking station may have a full-sized keyboard and di splay so that the

| apt op functions as the nain conputer a user nmay enploy in the office or
hone. A tel ephone connection is already in place at the docking station so
that the user need not nake a phone | i78-connection to invoke the docked
node, but instead nerely nests the laptop in the docking station. In one

embodi ment, the on/pORTABIE UOMYTUTER WYHHMOBENMACONNECTIOND i n the
docking station are the phone jack itself and an-.isolation and 2-to-4 wire

converter, so the plug-in conneTOoPOCKINGSTATION oyed between a | aptop
and a docking station may be of a | ow voltage, spike voltage protected
form whereby the coupling used for conputer -logic and control levels is
conpati ble. The possibility of damage to conputer circuits due to the
proximty of high-voltage tel ephone |ine connections is thus avoided. (Fig.
1)

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A laptop computer contains a built-in modem and has a phone jack for connection
to a telephone line while the computer is being operated in a stand-alone mode. A
docking station into which the laptop computer may be docked allows the combined unit
to be operatéd in a desk-top mode. The docking stati_on may have a full-sized keyboard
S and display so that the laptop functions as the main computer a user may employ in the
office or home. A telephone connection is already in plgce at the docking station so that
the user need not make a phone line connection to invoke the docked mode, but ingtead
merely nests the laptop in the docking station. In one embodiment, the only components
of the modem that are duplicated in the docking station are the phone jack itself and an
10 . isolation and 2-to-4 wire converter, so the plug-in connector ordinarily employed between
a laptop and a docking station may be of a low-voitage, spike voltage protected form,
whereby the coupling used for computer logic and control levels is compatible. The
possibility of damage to computer circuits due to the proximity of high-voltage telephone

line connections is thus avoided.

(Fig. 1)



