1 A CUFF LINK Field of the Invention 5 The present
invention relates to the field of cuff Iinks.
Background of the Invention Quff links are used to
couple first and second sections of a sleeve 10
together and typically consist of a pair of retaining
menbers di sposed at opposite ends of a bridging
menber. A first retaining nenber nma general ly be
adj ustable so that it canAdeUREdN ?éadlly maneuver ed
t hrough hol es di sposed in the sl eeve sections so that
the bridging nenber can thereafter be passed through
t he Fieldtof the Irhendioreve 15 sections. Wien the first
retai ni ng menber has been maneuvered through both

sl eeve sections, it is then re-adjusted relative to
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i nadvertently slipping throug oles in the
sl eeve sections whereby the sl eeve sections would no

on be he ther.. 20 One problemw th at | east
mgﬁé(f,lfgypu&cf elnlvpnﬂg avai |l able on the market is

that, even though the first retai ning nmenber can be
adj usted to allowit to be initi ally inserted through
t he Glof dsks are nsedsipecarple firat andasecond sedsiona afealistagye
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member can thereafter be passed through the holes in the sleeve

15 sections. When the first retaining member has been maneuvered
through both sleeve sections, it is then re-adjusted relative to the
bridging member so that it is less susceptible to inadvertently slipping
through the holes in the sleeve sections whereby the sleeve sections
would no longer be held together.

20
One problem with at least some prior art cuff links available on the
market is that, even though the first retaining member can be
'adjusted to allow it to be initially inserted through the holes in the
sleeve, this can still be a tedious and time-consumihg exercise for a

25 user because the first retaining member may be ornamentally
shaped and not adapted for insertion through the sleeve holes in an
efficient manner. Prior art cuff links which include a chain as the
bridging member may also be particularly tedious to insert through
sleeve holes.
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2 A further problemthat is perceived with prior art
cuff links is that fickle users may becone bored with
a particular cuff link designover tine and may
desire greater variety in the style of the cuff |inks
that they wear. However, the cost of purchasing new
cuff links may be 5 expensi ve and such users nay
unf ort tel ave little option but to wear the sa
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sevey al dlffe ent odi nents _of the
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broad form the present iInvention provides a I'n
f or wear thersaneg el libk gesigoprépeptédlyst and second
sections of a sleeve together, said cuff link
including first and second retaining nenbers having 20
I es pSeinnvaryf off thie |nndnﬁ6ﬁond attachnent surfaces that
are attached to opposing ends of a bridging nmenber,
wherein the first retaining nenber is releasably
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nen‘ams;;rfbe@abovelm redativentodhe ipsiophtte to be inserted
through first and 25 second hol es di sposed in the
first and second sections of the sleeve respectively,
and thereafter, when the first retaining nmenber is
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and second sections of ‘the sleeve are arr
bet igshodiments p§thedndentioronay includd anegr anyisembiration of
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In a first broad form, the present invention provides a cuff link for use
in releasably coupling first and second sections of a sleeve together,
said cuff link including first and second retaining members having
20 respective first and second attachment surfaces that are attached to
opposing ends of a bridging member, wherein the first retaining
member is releasably attachable to the bridging member, such that
when the first retaining member is detached from the bridging
member, the bridging member is able to be inserted through first and
25  second holes disposed in the first and second sections of the sleeve
respectively, and thereafter, when the first retaining member is
ré!easably attached to the bridging member, the first and second
sections of the sleeve are arranged between the first and second

retaining members and the first and second retaining members are



substantially unable to pass through the holes in the
first and second sections of_the sleeve. Typically,

t he second retaining nmenber y be substantially
identical 5 to the first retaining nenber. Also
typically, the second retaining nenber may be

rel easably attached to the bridgi ng nenber.

Pr ef er ahl ele abI e attachnent of the seco
r et aﬁﬂbﬂaxﬁl@&w@ to pags Hreuah e hrlas &t hea@rsb%nd second

effe?é&%ds%ﬁh@%b@%' ally the sane nmanner in which

the first retaining menber may be releasably io
attachable to the bridging nenber. Typically, the
first and second retaining nenbers may be sized so
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agai nst the holes. Typically, the bridging
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Hr meattaghablestodhe diigaipsrmambenr f ace; the pair of arrrs
bei ng adj ustabl e between at least a relatively
expanded configuration, and, a relatively contracted

connggm:ailyL tine fivdtedrel i@ec:c&ivhie1‘leté|i’ﬂhgloﬂdermtﬁérs&hiéﬂ3 bar §ized so
adj u into the relatively expanded configuration,
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against the holes.

Typically, the bridging member includes a narrower cross-section
relative to the attachment surfaces of the first and second retaining
20  members.

Typically, the bridging member may be releasably attached to the
first retaining member using a coupling device which includes:
a pair of arms; and
25 an engagement surface;
the pair of arms being adjustable between at least a relatively
expanded configuration, and, a relatively contracted configuration
wherein, when the pair of arms are adjusted into the relatively
expanded configuration, the engagement surface is able to pass
30  between the arms, and thereafter, when the pair of arms are adjusted

into the relatively contracted configuration, the pair of arms close



4 around the engagenent surface so as to
substantially prevent the gagenent surface from
bei ng di sl odged fromthe pair of arns. Typically, the
engagenent surface includes an elongate bar. The 5

el ongate bar may be di sposed within a cavity of the
first retaining nenber. Typically, the cavity may be
accessi ble via the attachpent surface of the first
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pr esent |nven I on e pair of arns nay not be
resiliently adjustable and may for instance be

in | ed t.oget her n such an arr ement.,
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configuration may be effected manual l'y by a User.
for coupling with the engagement surface in shap-itting fashion.
Also typically, release of the engagement surface from the pair of
arms may be effected by forcibly -pulling the engagement surface
20  outwardly away from the pair of arms whereby as the engagement
surface abuts against the pair of arms, the pair of arms may
resiliently adjust into the relatively expanded configuration so that the

engagement surface may pass through.

25  In alternative embodiments of the present invention, the pair of arms
may not be resiliently adjustable and may for instance be hingedly
coupled together. In such an arrangement, adjustment of the pair of
arms between the relatively expanded configuration and the relatively
contracted configuration may be effected manually by a user.

30



30 5 In certain enbodi nents, the present invention
may include a | ock for Iocklng the position of the
pair of arms so that for i nstance, if the pair of
arnms are closed around the engagenent surface, they
may be held in that position by the lock in order to
all eviate the occurrence of s any inadvertent

dislo f theflrst retaj ni ng nmenber frao
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dlsposed on the bridging nenber. 15 Typi<tal

pai rbrisiging membey. be bi ased into the relatively
contracted configuration. Typically, the biasing of
the pair of arms may result fromthe choice of
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menber. For instance, the bridging nmenber may 1 nclude
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menber is coupled to the first retaining nenber, the
bri &} the Hﬁ%@@ln@ﬁt RIS yhilsh mwewmersrﬁlm@e may be

el o (ONn that is substantially
d| cuI ar toHrﬁitgﬁl—t-gd'lnreﬁ?d

per pe attachnment surface of the first
retaining nmenber. In alternative enbodi nents of the
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contracted configuration. Typically, the biasing of the pair of arms
may result from the choice of materials which may be used to form
the bridging member.  For instance, the bridging member may
include a plastic and/or metal alloy material, such that the biasing of

20  the pair of arms into the contracted configuration may be inherent
from the nature of the material used itself.

Preferably, when the bridging member is coupled to the first retaining
member, the bridging member extends outwardly away from the

25 elongate member in a direction that is substantially perpendicular to
the attachment surface of the first retaining member.

In alternative embodiments of the present invention, the first retaining
member and the bridging member may be releasably attachable
30  using a coupling device including:



30 using a coupling device including: 6 a stub that
is novabl e along a stub axis getmeen at |least a
relatively extended position and a relatively
retracted position; and a stub recess adapted for
rel easably receiving the stub when the stub is
adjusted into the relatively extended position; 5

wherei n, wh the stub is rel easably received in the
stub  recasiub (gl ISrmagig A ar St s bsbyaqnyat least a
at t aghg i 4 RV Ye ™ r bly,
the. STavehookgfac hadiion 8ha opavaR TR aciel efby, Vs
10 Typi caand/a sthb i=cabs mapptee fiir splemsdblynrecbiviny thg'stn@
nb d the. stub, re be di )t
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& ranged wiereli WRER APECSUBOR! FIORsabl Gecsived® iHBhePStub
retracted inwardly of the bridging nenber into an 15
openiesgss, nthendrisigingyinmembentie rrelepgablyalatiached dai theoffirst
st ub : l.sposed on the bridging nmenber for
enga%ltﬂ@%%?ﬁ%'%gagair of correspondi ng stub recesses

di sposed on the first retaining nenber. However, it
woul d be appreciated by a 20 person skilled in the art
t hatPreferablye theastub ananbe glidatly srayablenalong the siub axis.
jonvention, the stub(s) nmay be disposed on the first
retai ning nenber, and the correspondi ng stub
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15 opening in the bridging member.

Typically, a pair of stubs may be disposed on the bridging member
for engaging with a pair of corresponding stub recesses disposed on
the first retaining member. However, it would be appreciated by a
20 person skilled in the art that in alternative embodiments of the
present invention, the stub(s) may be disposed on the first retaining
member, and the corresponding stub recess(es) may be disposed on

the bridging member.

25 Typically, the stub may be biased into the relatively extended position
by use of a biasing device. Typically, the biasing device may include

a spring such as a coil spring.

Typically the first retaining member may include a cavity, and, the
30 stub recess may be disposed in a side-wall of the cavity. Typically,
the bridging member may be adapted for insertion into the cavity



30 stub recess may be disposed in a side-wall of the
cavity. Typically, the bridging nenber nay be adapted
for insertion into the cavity77 wherein the cavity
wal | abuts against the stub so as to force the stub
inwardly of the bridging nenber into the relatively
contracted configuration until the stub cones into
alignment with the stub recess in the cav
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i nternal shape configuration that nmay be adapted to
al l ow attachnment of the stub to 15 the stub recess by
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cavity when the er is tilted at a first

ang| RUIER® Hrri hndgmgemﬁdmreatawaaily Aveayveliomethe crmty of the
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Cor ripssveesd ) Biewiuls agiess(es) in the cavity side-wall
whereby the 20 stub(s) is/are able to freely extend
outwardly of the bridging nenber to be received into
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cavity when the bridging member is tilted at a first angle around its
elongate axis. Thereafter, the bridging member may be rotated
around its elongate axis until the stub(s) is/are in alignment with the
corresponding stub recess(es) in the cavity side-wall whereby the
20 stub(s) is/are able to freely extend outwardly of the bridging member

to be received into the corresponding stub recess(es).
Typically, the first retaining member may include an outer surface
characteristic including at least one of:
25
(a)  acubed-shaped configuration;

(b)  arectangular-shaped configuration; and/or

30 (c)  adiamond-shaped configuration.



30 (c¢) a dianond-shaped configuration. 8 Typically,
the bridging nmenber may include at | east one of: (a) a
bar having a substantially sqﬁare-shaped
cross-sectional configuration; 5 (b) a bar having a
substantial ly rectangul ar-shaped cross- sectiona
configuration; (c) an H shaped bar. In a further broad
forn% the present inventjon provides a cuff link for
use i MPIF@ilsgéﬁ%Br'%'Belmmhgr may dnclegriatleasieneseft i ons
of a sleeve to together, said cuff link including: a
first retaining nmenber; and a second retaining nenber;
and a Ha) dgiaantevirgy a sbbsthntisllyf squade-shapée cloiss-skctional
retaining nenber nd which is rel easably attachable
to the secoﬁﬂ”ﬁ@#@ﬁﬂ%ng menber; is wherein, the

i dgi nme =% ' Welal ol es
& sposed) i r HEVIEE BUESahily (BERDLAN shap &y plbss
sl eeve, and seglimnadcanfigurafion;st and second retaining

menbers_are _sybstantially unable to pass through the
hol es i?l) thgnfi"lsb?p%(a]garsecond sections of the sleeve.

20 Pined qurgnbrohd forp, | tAB1 fi8sEmNTRGENtRRrolRIes *CEORH link for
retai ning nenber are releasably attached usin

couplsehd! rfeleraablyneouRtingdfinsy:and seeend: sestitrsy ,o? a?@l@ve
I oo sl B Bk pdiiPe emper i nol udes & stub
whi ch i s afijstsdtaibirgy meaibseeandit | east an ext ended
position aaer‘.]gcoerlwdrr%ttegir?i%berge#lggir;tain%n’ and,
a bridging member which is fixed to the first retaining member
and which is releasably attachable to the second retaining member;
15 wherein, the bridging member is adapted for insertion through
holes disposed in the first and second sections of the sleeve, and
wherein the first and second retaining members are substantiaily
unable to pass through the holes in the first and second sections of
the sleeve.
20
Preferably, the bridging member and the second retaining member
are releasably attached using a coupling mechanism including:
a female member; and
a male member adapted for insertion info the female member
25 wherein said male member includes a stub which is adjustable
between at least an extended position and a retracted position, and,
the female member includes a stub recess, wherein when the male
member is inserted into the female member and the stub is adjusted
into the extended position, the stub is able to be releasably received
30 into the stub recess whereby the bridging member and the first

retaining member are able to be releasably attached.



the femal e nenber includes a stub recess, wherein when
the male nenber is inserted |nto the femal e nenber
and the stub is adjusted intd the extended position,
the stub is able to be releasably received 30 into the
stub recess whereby the bridging nmenber and the first
retaining nmenber are able to be rel easably attached 9

Pr efﬁ a the mal e rrerrber may be di sposed on th
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of t etwo stu ally, the mal e nenber and
f enal 'éb%ﬁﬁg?‘ecf%lﬂt‘%&ai F&makR% al |y squar e- shaped

and/ or rectangul ar shaped cross sections. 20
Advant ageousl y, the present invention may alleviate at
I easfypmadiyoﬂ‘le sthles praytibe spring bizskdt Etefsralily ahsingleispring
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may be dlsposed between bases of the two stubs.

Typically, the male member and female member include substantially
square-shaped and/or rectangular shaped cross sections.

20
Advantageously, the present invention may alleviate at least one of
the problems associated with the prior art in that by being able to
detach at least one of the retaining members from the bridging
member, the bridging member is then able to be inserted relatively

25 easily through the holes in the first and second sleeve sections due
to the relatively sleek nature of the bridging member. In contrast,
with the prior art, the relatively less sleek retaining member
configuration has meant that it is relatively more cumbersome to
maneuver through both holes in the sections of the sleeve.

30



menber, the bridging nmenber is then able to be
|nserted relatively 25 eaS|Iy t hrough the holes in the
first and second sl eeve sectins due to the
relatively sleek nature of the bridging nmenber. In
contrast, wth the prior art, the relatively |ess
sleek retaining nmenber configuration has neant that
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bot HBEr pHvaaUS dB e naressnk FeRliai thaicby gllowing at
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Moreover, it may be envi saged that because at | east

one Céﬁ'tfﬂféjesrlgﬁsa‘iorﬁmsﬁémrs may be detachable from
he bridging nenber, this may allow for relatively
nore ornate and/ or Iarger retaining nenbers to be

us edViadcolet, hie rpa;es!mwtenmsmgedi ithat bbeausewut déhstr ones of lthe
be the case w certain r|or art_cuff links. In
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to the 1"dgi ng
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menteembbectiube usied withalthe ptgsenbinention tharesey otherwise
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not be the case with certain prior art cuff links having relatively larger
and more ornate retaining members fixed to the bridging member
because the inability to detach these retaining members from the
bridging member would mean that it would be difficult if not

20  Impossible to insert the relatively larger and more omate retaining
members through the sleeve holes.

Brief Description of the Drawings

25 The present invention will become more fully understood from the
following detailed description of a preferred but non-limiting
embodiment thereof, described in connection with the accompanying

drawings, wherein:

30 - Figure 1 depicts a first embodiment of the present

invention including first and second retaining members



20 inpossible to insert the relatively larger and nore
ornate retaining nenbers through the sleeve holes.
Brief Description of the Dravhlngs 25 The present
invention will beconme nore fully understood fromthe
follow ng detail ed description of a preferred but
non-limting enbodinent thereof, described in
connection with the acconpanying draw ngs, wherein:.
30 - Figure 1 '§8aseby atiached at ppResirgienss pha bridging
present i nve%'b%fi ncluding first and second
retaini ng nenbers { rel easably attached at opposing
ends of a bridging nenber; Figure 2 depicts the first
enbodi nrent wherein the firs 5 and, second retai nj ng,
menbers ar e"dglg'gé‘ﬁ%@ ‘%’Fﬂﬂtﬁtth@ fir ﬁr‘?'ﬂﬁ?‘%ﬁ“%%‘@@m Ft;‘%%'#'%
depi cts the A4 bi ' j S f
%i rst and secoénﬁdCr g‘g%%%&@mams]&%@g%rﬁef Fi guﬁ@gihe
depi cts a secdrifiginbodimtent of the present invention
wherein the first and second retaining nenbers are
detached from an H shaped bridgi ng nenber; 15 -

Figure 5 depi Rigupe sxmfasdthé evsOferhRIiSEAPNA used in
enbodi nent; - Figure 6 depicts a side view of the
second enbodi rfiggbrng frekiead siesond sestions ofanglegeond

f,etai ning members are

- Figure 4 depicts a second embodiment of the present
invention wherein the first and second retaining
members are detached from an H-shaped bridging
member;

15
- Figure 5 depicts an exploded view of the second

embodiment;

- Figure 6 depicts a side view of the second embodiment
20 wherein the first and second retaining members are

releasably attached to the bridging member

- Figure 7 shows an alternative embodiment to the

second embodiment wherein only a first retaining

25 member is releasably attachable to a bridging member,
whilst the second retaining member is fixed to the

bridging member;

- Figure 8 shows a third embodiment of the present

30 invention in which the first retaining member is fixed to



rel easably attached to the bridging nenber - Figure 7
shows an alternative enbodi nent to the second

enbodi mrent wherein only a firlst retai ning 25 nenber
is releasably attachable to a bridging nmenber, whil st
the second retaining nmenber is fixed to the bridging
menber; - Figure 8 shows a third enbodi nent of the

present 30 invention in which the first retaining
menber is fixe@etyidging megnhariang the sesand retaiming member

second r et ai nii@%ﬂeﬁdﬂ%@ﬂoﬁ%é’ﬁﬁ H&%érﬁﬁ’&”he bri dgi ng

menber; Figure ows an explo view of the third
5 enbodi ment of the present invention; Figure 10 shows
the third enbqdi ment _wherein the first, retaining .
mermber wi t h™t HE9HFE dgi ﬁg’OWé‘m?é‘r Pipleeed tiewesh e third

rel easabl y at tab&dInicPt bi'heS5e885 ihGdfiopt N9 10
menber. Detail ed Descri ptfhon o? tr{e%P@gPérred

Enbodi nents Referring firstly to Figs. 1 to 3, a cuff
link (1) i d it first, i di f
b ot ekent NSRS SR Bpek o bAE o

coupling fi rStre@Wn??ﬁ%ﬁbéewﬂprtﬁe(ﬁﬁa@h terdbs! gReE
together. The cuff Tink (1) includes first and second

retai ni ng mentibereop2iy, reipasakilyspttanhedon bppeasond retaising
Bf a bridgingrﬂgwﬁ E (3). Both first and 20 second
retai ni ng menbers ? a, 2b) are releasably attachable to
the bridging nenber (3) and are sized so that they are
unahle to fit through sleeve hol es disposed in the

fi r Stetalgd Dasertptionof KiesPreferreddymbpdiments ceve.

Referring firstly to Figs. 1 to 3, a cuff link (1) in accordance with a first
15 embodiment of the present invention is shown for use in releasably
coupling first and second sections (5a,5b) of a sleeve together.

- The cuff link (1) includes first and second retaining members (2a,2b)

disposed on opposing ends of a bridging member (3). Both first and

20 second retaining members (2a,2b) are releasably attachable to the

bridging member (3) and are sized so that they are unable to fit

through sleeve holes disposed in the first and second sections
(5a,5b) of the sieeve.

25 The first and second retaining members (2a,2b) are substantially

tdentical in shape and dimension.

The bridging member (3) includes a uniform rectangular-shaped
cross-section aiong an elongate axis, the direction of which is

30  represented by the line marked “X” in Fig. 1.



25 The first and second retaining nmenbers (2a,2b) are
substantially identical in shape and di nensi on. The
bri dgi ng nenber (3) includes 13 uni form

rect angul ar-shaped cross-section along an el ongate
axi s, the direction of which is 30 represented by the
line marked "X" in Fig. 1. 13 The relatively sleek
crosihsegilonal shape and dj nmensi ons of the bridg In%e

e (r atiug,pleek| Gropesealionzl; a*gapen@m igensipas i

the p S

sect ! MR InOREF (3) MBBRE, Lo, bb oy Inp&FRL througp the
and Seewnholest dlsrmoagd nanfiret and2secdbll seotions|(Gasm| of the
attaclhed to the bridging nmenber (3) in a substantially
i den?PES-  manner, the follow ng description wll
fpcus on the attachnment of the second retai ni ng
menber with the bridging nenber (3) as this is 10

mor eWall%bﬂ?IeyflreFe@“nd:Be@bndwrettaielr@dnembarw(wbjrm relgsisably

o nb 20 |
T AR I HBE "ol TRsbE ) () Ao asARaly  entice!
devipaniny, ¢H119 fmi@w»@@aesmatm w:n f@éusabﬁnﬁheé ghackheRosefie

on a second end of the brid nmber 1s whi ch
ar e $0$apt egtaigingr meéraseabwéh sloing rrwm ra(3)azethis is

PeL apite enarHaFtiintg %%Rﬁ'ﬂ@? Eraifigs °7rc

bri dgi ng nenber (3) includes a resilient material such
as p]Las I C (io or a nmetal al] such that the pair of
ar s

hessecan fﬁ%’ﬂlﬂingeﬁ\@mbero@b rigdisleaspbynatiachad e dbe
a rej eﬁhﬁén‘?@@ﬁ@ ﬁgmg;%@l) f td&hiee Eﬂft‘:ﬂ mé‘]bldg%g\)\%pair

relati ontrac tion. ure

t he gfairms @b)ahsps)s(aﬁtr_)n arsm:ngéobndnoftﬂme hm&jgtug vedrgber (3)

1%°mv5he}c %ge %%gfp{e%u Igo?'trlepena'sable engagement with a lateral bar (4)
disposed in a cavity (5) of the second retaining member (2b) as

shown in Fig. 2.

The bridging member (3) includes a resilient material such as plastic

20 or a metal alloy such that the pair of arms (3b) are resiliently
deformable between at least a relatively expanded configuration,
and, a relatively contracted configuration.  Figure 2 shows the pair
of arms (3b) arranged in the relatively contracted configuration.

25 The resilient nature of the pair of arms (3b) enables them to be snap-
fitted onto the lateral bar (4) by pressing the lateral bar (4) between
the pair of arms (3b). Thereafter, the pair of arms (3b) are forced
apart into the relatively expanded configuration wherein the lateral
bar (4) is able to pass between them and into relatively snug-fitting

30 contact with the curved section (6) that is cooperatively formed

' between the pair of arms (3b). The pair of arms (3b) are able to then



25 The resilient nature of the pair of arms (3b)
enables themto be snap- fitted onto the |ateral bar
(4) by pressing the | ateral dar (4) between the pair
of arnms (3b). Thereafter, the pair of arns (3b) are
forced apart into the relatively expanded
configuration mherein the lateral bar (4) is able to

pass bet and into relatively snug-fittin
contrzi’ét'emﬁlfl‘? It nba%éatoséla@.rswtw@ly Eopiragied conflguratlon
(ofe]0) iy eI f t t

The Shgienypite| RAEHA) bBF VEETIS' MoRRntafl, A¥Ene)irom
adj wdislodgemenht o the rel atively contracted

configuration whereby the lateral bar (4) is
substantially prevented from dislodgenent. 5 The

%‘aV'TrYe kéintff(sj e tﬁ&%&%nﬂeﬁé@ in@ggiggfﬁeﬁs 2@?% \}vﬁ'ich the

ateral bar |sp zed t

su bslﬁ'@mll kan () ig dlSﬁﬁB@kZhﬂPeSIlZaé to sabstaotiallyr a@O(rmn))da\’dedhe
| el S A By S cplBaHp R e brdiLoa ) B

Iat eshdlwrbiarFig4). from coupling with the pair of arns
(3b) and hence rel ease of the bridging nenber (3) from
the second retaining menber (2b), the second retaining

| , .

T e AN
' o it art

f‘ef‘”“a“’. V‘”beffg” T banded. %?F“??S??’éﬁ”%ﬁ?ﬁ@?ﬁgm?";‘%%?gﬁ" bar
(4) %&?E r&ga&ﬂwq Rem %g B theyseapaid retaining J8amier ¢4k

| at egidly E f i % C
bar (4) P Q!%"edé"t‘ﬁb%ﬂ%hé"%’%’e a.tﬁgoﬁr 4dfig @%ﬁ;@rt ™)
pai whgfreby tise Eaby)ofraeid (3b)tdry adeptadwtooméieagmiadjusit ohoe
the relativ tract ed ratjion due to. thei
ot aoa ing Ty 1SRRI B de! so Mg Beldibuhan dh teiiatbar
i n gapapaensindttthem®, S8E3® enable release of the lateral bar (4)
from their grasp. Once the lateral bar (4) has passed through the
pair of arms (3b), the pair of arms (3b) resiliently return once again
into the relatively contracted configuration due to their natural
20  biasing.

Figures 4 to 6 show a cuff link in accordance with a second
embodiment of the present invention. A coupling device which is
used to releasably attach first and second retaining members (7a,7b)
25 to an H-shaped bridging member (9) includes a pair of adjustable
stubs (8a,8a) and (8b,8b) disposed at each end of the bridging
member (9) which are adapted to be releasably received within
corresponding pairs of stub recesses (10a,10a) and (10b,10b)
located in cavities (11a,11b) of the first and second retaining
30 members (7a,7b) respectively. The stub recesses (10a,10a) and
(10b,10b) are partially viewable in the transparent view of Fig. 5.



enbodi nent of the present invention. A coupling device
which is wused to releasably attach first and second
retai ning menbers (7a, 7b) 25 %0 an H shaped bri dgi ng
menber (9) includes a pair of adjustable stubs
(8a,8a) and (8b, 8b) disposed at each end of the
bridging nenber (9) which are adapted to be

rel eﬂa@ Lé@e cel ved W|th| n . corresponding_pairs
st ubVYWe seeR)d gidningopenhsss (13 ek ¢ ne}easably
CaV' &ﬂt@@ne@lﬁ’tﬂé q)i-s% 54 &r d\gﬁrﬁ/ n?c%lﬂbéreg@g r th ekandthRthry

menber s pec | ecesses
( 10a;d$0’a()alandnne(rlﬂ'ta fbﬂlbwir’@r deszaiptiomwily primanibioeus ont the
tran he, fi rs

sparent Vi
secofl ‘Ea‘?hé‘?%ﬂt fﬁgemeageéﬂngme@b@ £7Q5é’ﬂ§‘amey s%aped
o { adinging Omidiodt SURRRM this! 401 BrdTeabty a;
subst an r|1%I ly |desr§?)|aca rrlanﬂ%rmgr §ﬂ¥ o%épr%%ted n the
descaGoPmMmpEanying drapdmgsari |y focus on the attachment of
the second retaining nmenber (7b) with the H shaped s
bridgi ng nenber (9) as this is nore clearly depicted

in tAs smoﬁmanyla)@ldﬂe@vww ofAsgslsownelsiquab 8b) are
expl gded vj ew of Fi the stubs (8b, 8b)

di spHigRepashon eliwan agfﬁ@zag wyriages of aspair ofaprpags (ab 9b) at a
ro 2! ; e H shaped
@ri r?éa%gr%rlgaﬂﬁ%gfm#%gs@% %@%}%)(égre each
adj ust abl e between relatively retracted positions in
a e to he retract dlntorespectlve
opeﬁﬂ‘f?‘gg‘%ﬁ q%eﬁﬁ%rﬁaﬁ%&' Beiug ﬁﬁg relatively ggtracted

Qilt ?ﬁgggi%u gﬁm\/\ggyﬁ rtggytcﬁgsasabow el rdfh G8d LiRRY r@éﬁ%lve

respecti ve opéni ngs
H- s leseéngsy il gliheg I-helm]md Geidgingh enerabenbs(QI 8ian8 bYelatiesly

i ase rel.ati ext ended oitio usj n
Bor 1o 1fH oo fioBS 1B, yhich el 865 iediides! spwaiply"8r the
adapb§skedtvebepsningalh ihBPMasHapead! BRGyiAg member (9). The
stubs (8b,8b) are biased inio the relatively extended position using
coil springs (12b,12b).

20 The stubs (8b,8b) are adapted to be slidably movable along a
_respective stub-axis as represented by the lines “A” and “B” in Fig. 5.
The cavity (11b) of the second retaining member (7b) includes an
internal shape configuration which requires the bridging member (9)
to be maneuvered into the cavity (11b) in a two-step manner when

25 releasably attaching the second retaining member (7b) to the
bridging member (9). Again, it should be reiterated that the first
retaining member (7a) is releasably attached to the bridging member
(9) in substantially the same manner.

30  Firstly, the bridging member (9) is required to be tilted at a first angle

around an elongate axis (which is represented by the line marked



respective stub-axis as represented by the |ines "A"
and "B" in Fig. 5. The caV|t§ (11 b) of the second
retai ni ng menber (7b) i ncl udé i nternal shape
configuration which requires the bri dgi ng nenber (9)
to be maneuvered into the cavity (11 b) in a two-step
manner when 25 releasably attaching the second
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ret appl §gc élngrg‘)mérﬁbére Sa@#e%ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ%%%h@@awty

bri dgi ng ne I n sub e sane nanner
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(wii ERnBate e 1) FBEE, ofhs Bh D) e b phagmenkwitny eir
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(11 b second retal ni ng remb
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in the sidewall of the cavity (11 b ereafter

st u b@e(@@r d8) becemgs| eleasabhe ettych%i(tte e ecaad diejaiping
nenber (9) to be received into their

correspondlnd stub recesses (10b, 10b). In doing so,

the bridging nenber (9) becones releasably attached

d (7b) Co
e GOMESRHD it plobPel SRty a@ieér%psdqjg@'&é%rr?qmenhew
e S e oo B ngtY ol ESeaig e

maneuver i ng steps enpl oye
at t avhnsunerings stEpat employelde frbrefﬁbgtmg; rmha"dseble( @ttackment.

et o8 BRS 5hS: ryBRE ) Wie i
gg:r ﬁeggeg 'ﬁ%?h? & eSel6Sat8 Bxi(8) 6 thbaRthd MeMBQDS. In
doing so, the stubs (8b,8b) are dislodged from their corresponding
stub recesses (10b;10b) and may be retracted inwardly of the
bridging member (9). Thereafter, the bridging member (9) is slid
20 outwardly of the second retaining member cavity (11b) substantially

in a direction of alignment with its elongate axis (x).

Figure 7 depicts an alternative embodiment to that of the second
embodiment which differs only in that the first retaining member (20)
25  is releasably attachable to a first end (21a) of a bridging member (21)
whilst a second end (21b} of the bridging member (21) is fixed to a
second retaining member (20’). Releasable attachment of the first
retaining member (20) to the bridging member (21) is implemented in
substantially the same manner as described above in the second

30 embodiment.



stub recesses (10b, 10b) and may be retracted i nwardly
of the bDbridging menber (9) ;hereafter the bridging
menber (9) is slid 20 outmard’y of the second
retaining nmenber cavity (11 b) substantially in a
direction of alignnment with its elongate axis (Xx).
Figure 7 depicts an alternative enbodi nent to that of

I R L it A
attaél'%@ﬂf?nérﬁ oF tﬁbr s@rﬂdlp(lgﬁl%c?? Thed L dBRR Srst

(21) st a secon t he pldglng nmenber
(21) ratalnhgxe‘@mhﬁram%Qcar&ﬁcnedmetalmggnaabmer((zeb) and a

Rel bl ttach the_.fi

CEbBRQS P BRETTE wBleh sl 2k SO Fioor
sybs(1@al i aHd yvhidhe 15 gl OhtteRPaBRS i the keRBAY ere'té]ning
the second 30 enmbodinent. 17 Figures 8 to 10 depi ct

a culembenki3 viz ssoualieederieer a third enmbodi ment of
the present invention. The cuff link includes a first
retaining nenber (13a), a second retaining nenber

( 13bJhe @odpling devidgiimgudesrhanaleLihpmber ¢hs) gishbysd ohathe
the first retaining menber 5 (13a) and which is

r el 35RPAyetaining ﬁﬁ%‘lnéef 61 3 evhiele imadardedifer ngertinanipte a
fol %re‘é'p@n&npow&ln?{)@ ﬁl?}ﬂg‘é? 11130 g&gﬁ@bbn 984 CBridging

I ncl udes seécon

ret amembgr ifedbehichl3ls) }vm::cmhs:ts mlangé eddgmg ng@ametrl(gn).
nt a O, Ccorre e e nmenper I Spose
on tH® P gy Ii’r%n‘zg$) %M) elhplen "éﬁf@'aefhi il gngeide
the r@&ﬂaﬂ@b%@sﬁ&ﬁ@@brds%@ectl ddie mal e menber (15) and

femal e nenber (14) both |nclude rect angul ar shaped
Cross- sectlons 15 As shown nore clearly in the

BRSSOl NP fbd, i 48 PRy TBFERF 4L TS et
member (15) also includes a pair of stubs {16a,16b) which are
adjustable between at least extended positions and retracted
positions whilst the female member (14) includes a pair of
corresponding stub recesses (18) adapted for releasably receiving

20  the stubs (16a,16b) when the male member (15) is inserted into the
female member (14) and the stubs (16a,16b) are adjusted into their
extended positions.  One of the stub recesses (18) is shown
disposed in an internal sidewall of the female member (14) in the
transparent view of Fig. 9. Figure 8 shows the second retaining

25 member (13b) detached from the bridging member (14) whilst Fig. 10
depicts the second retaining member (13b) releasably attached to
the bridging member (14). Figure 9 only depicts one of the stub
recesses (18) but it would be appreciated by a person skilled in the
art that a corresponding stub recess lies on the other side of the

30 female member which is not immediately visible in Fig. 9.



adj ust abl e between at | east extended positions and
retracted positions whilst the female menber (14)

i ncl udes a pair of correspoﬁalng stub recesses (18)
adapted for rel easably receiving 20 the stubs

(16a, 16b) when the male nmenber (15) is inserted into
the female nenber (14) and the stubs (16a 16b) are
adjue&ed i nt the| extended osj tigns. of
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bl Bt (1L i %ﬁg@ﬁﬁ&igﬁé%%wcewed
(514)b%ﬁhé%&r@sﬁéﬂhbmgd%ﬁjbc?écéeééso{;l81) hghighule d gmg
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in tlhtﬁm&lrﬁldﬁﬂ@dls@fﬂlﬂ nmigerdtldp recess Iles on
the other side of the 30 fenale nenber which is not
i mredi ately visible in Fig. 9. 18 The stubs (16a, 16b)

ar e laroadnpe sden ﬂr&hﬁF:galg givaceint thié tdnisahiment, f@fsmgr@ coil
the mal e nepber. (15) and are adapted to ext end

ret reRNGi ({73 s g@@@%%dwbemqe;m b&%s@feﬁ@é‘ Fubdhga ﬁbhsw @s
B By e Bt PR 182 1B 10RO BpdHEDRlarbi thoqtht

corrfa:rpmdhmjh@t ub recesses (18) which |lie on opposing
internal side-walls of the female nenber (14). It can
be seen fromFig. 9 that in this enbodinent, a single
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at t agiiamNforeéd imte thkir deiraGelBida/lons as they abut against the
sidewall of the bridging member (14). It is only when the stubs
(16a,16b) move substantially into alignment with the corresponding
stub recesses (18) that they are able to freely extend outwardly into

20 their corresponding stub recesses (18) in which they are received
during releasable attachment of the second retaining member (13b)
with the bridging member (14).

To effect detachment of the bridging member (14) from the second
25 retaining member (13b), the second retaining member (13b) should

be forcibly pulled away from the bridging member (14) by a user

whereby the stubs (16a,16b) are caused to retract inwardly together

as they abut against the bridging member sidewail (19} and the male

member (15) is subsequently withdrawn from the female member
30 (14).



15 (14) wth the second retaining nenber (13b), the
stubs (16a, 16b) are initially forced into their
retracted positions as they dbut agai nst the sidewall
of the bridging nenber (14). It is only when the stubs
(16a, 16b) nove substantially into alignment with the
correspondi ng stub recesses (18) that they are able

to fji_eel &ext end outwardly_into 20 their corresponding
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andnlfeTEﬁ Qval e nmenber (15) is subsequently w thdrawn
fro €>femal e nenber 30 (14). 19 The reference in
this specification to any prior publication (or
information derived fromit), or to any matter which
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ot hewithihdhe tdpiri eands peagief ot tld inveation iasdsroadlynvereinbefore
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- variations and modifications. The invention also includes all of the
steps and features, referred or indicated in the specification,
individually or collectively, and any and all combinations of any two or
more of said steps or features.
20



apparent to persons skilled in the art, should be
considered to fall wthint spirit and scope of the
i nvention as broadly hereinbetore 15 described. It is
to be understood that the invention includes all such
vari ations and nodifications. The invention al so
includes all of the steps and features, referred or

i ndi i n. the cification, individually or
co||§ﬁﬁﬁfé$§¥ﬁﬁwéigﬁy and all conbinations of any two
or nore of said steps or features. 20 20 WHAT IS
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substanti a ntic
15 members are substantially unable to pass through the holes in the

first and second sections of the sleeve.

2. A cuff link as claimed in claim 1 wherein the first and second

retaining members are substantially identical.

20
3. A cuff link as claimed in claim 1 or 2 wherein the first and
second retaining members are both releasably attachable to the
bridging member.

25 4. A cuff link as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the

first and second retaining member are releasably attachable to the

bridging member in a similar fashion.



3. Acuff link as claimed in claiml1l or 2 wherein the
first and second retaining nenbers are both

rel easably attachable to t he %! bridgi ng nenber. 25 4. A
cuff link as clainmed in any one of clains 1 to 3
wherein the first and second retaining nenber are

rel easably attachable to the bridging nenber in a
simLar f shlon 21 5. A cuff link as clainmed in an&

one of clAiGH linkgs aa\fm@@' & any wae drdlaigisnt tordrigesre
g:n{)&ll W]é/mﬁélt EH%{"I ng‘?cal%@sélﬂ? a{tl’g%ﬁéblé etf) E\hg'fggtvfeé%nmg
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expanded tberﬁarrgnfrma)hemg reeljusigllg dredweers at femst ai reladively
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cl osed around
15 6. A cuff link as claimed in claim 5 wherein the engagement

surface includes an elongate bar.

7. A cuff link as claimed in claim 6 wherein the elongate bar is

disposed within a cavity of the first retaining member.

20

8. A cuff link as claimed in claim 7 wherein the cavity is adapted

- to house the pair of arms when the pair of arms are closed around
the engagement surface.

25 9. A cuff link as c¢laimed in any one of claims 5 to 8 wherein the

pair of arms are resiliently adjustable.

10. A cuff link as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 9 wherein the
pair of arms are disposed on the bridging member and the
30 engagement surface is disposed on the first retaining member.



t he engagenent surface. 25 9. A cuff link as clained

in any one of clains 5 to 8 erein the pair of arns

are resiliently adjustable. . Acuff link as clained

in any one of clains 5 to 9 wherein the pair of arns

are di sposed on the bridging nmenber and the 30

engagenent surface is disposed on the first retaining
A cuff link as claijmed in any one of

nber. 2 . , ( (
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claims 5 wherein the first retaining nmenber and the

bri dgi . | bl tt bl i .
coup(3ng AAITCINR 75 ST 8 adxgnendt e Arskrife Claims
al onghéreft e FHES réiﬁig\ﬂgfrﬂn béﬁ%ﬁ& the bﬁb@@g%@hb&r are

ext ended BOSItIOﬂ an . relative Yy ret_rac_ pOSItIOﬂ;
and rglesisablyraitaobsbledegingd couplingtedeabioudiagei vi ng t he

oxt ended S0 € ihetrls A A tun G hefesh & k8t ¥
r el eakabbly exesriatesodition 8ed atrdltivelgesFacted PobitibAgi ng

P81,
menber is releasably attached to tge first retalining
menber. E$013 sb dgEess pArPiad for seleagably rereivinglthe stub
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and the stub recess is djsposed on 20 the first ,
r et dPREFRYy %@n@@ﬂgmﬂsm%ﬂ'&@? fs |releasablyc eHipched ita thgy first

one i [ to 14 including the use of a pair of
st ubrgfalrgéelg. l;'l'Aé;':uff link as clainmed in claim?15

wherein the pair of stubs are
15 13. A cuff link as claimed in claim 12 wherein the stub is slidably

movable along the stub axis.

14. A ouff link as claimed in claim 12 or 13 wherein the stub is
disposed on the bridging member and the stub recess is disposed on

20 the first retaining member.

15. A cuff link as claimed in any one of claims 12 to 14 including

the use of a pair of stubs.

25 16. A cuff link as claimed in claim 15 wherein the pair of stubs are

arranged side-by-side in substantially coaxial alignment.

17. A cuff link as claimed in claim 16 wherein the pair of stubs are
biased into the relatively extended position.

30



arranged si de-by-side in substantially coaxia
alignment. 17. A cuff link as_clained in claim16
wherein the pair of stubs ar &> biased into the
relatively extended position. 30 23 18. A cuff link
as claimed in any one of clains 15 to 17 including a
spring for biasing the stubs into the relatively

extenged 0Si i??' 19, A cuff link for use in_. .
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a retheieindhe Jist pRA, segepd retaiBing: marebersnder sibrtaniiplly

a Styabi& 96 Pass HBUEH ThePBid REhE™rSt and second sections of
the sleeve. '

15
20. A cuff link as claimed in claim 19 wherein the bridging member
and the second retaining member are releasably attachable using a
coupling device, the coupling device including:

a female member; and

20 a male member adapted for insertion into the female member
wherein said male member includes a stub which is adjustable
between at least an extended position and a retracted position, and,
the female member includes a stub recess, wherein when the male
member is inserted into the female member and the stub is adjusted

25 into the extended position, the stub is able to be releasably received
info the stub recess whereby the bridging member and the first

retaining member are able to be releasably attached.

21. A cuff link as claimed in claim 19 or 20 wherein the male

30 member is disposed on the second retaining member.



menber is inserted into the femal e nenber and the stub

is adjusted 25 into the exteg%ed position, the stub is

able to be rel easably receiv into the stub recess

wher eby the bridging nmenber and the first retaining

menber are able to be releasably attached. 21. A cuff

link as clained in claim19 or 20 wherein the nale 30
d on the second retaining nmenbe
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alignnment. 25. A cuff link as clained in claim?24
wherein the fenmal e nenber includes a pair of stub

recegdes Aduftingk é@blaﬂﬂ@@llﬁla?% 618 BEEkind§ 20SUPS wherein
di sposed on the nmale nenb 26. A cuff link as
cl ai thedmale sembgripciidessawair of rstubse whichh ereyasranged in

ri f link as clained in claim 26
%er%&ﬁ%rﬂ%ﬁg%éyalﬁeﬁ%ﬁ% ng 20 biased by a single

spring. 28. A cuff link as clained in any one of

cIa| 19 to 7 wherein  the bridging nenber includes
o uibt arf CHf] 9k ASsHaipe! Boriping aflé(m%ﬁm thedemagle mesher
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f or stubs disposed on the male member.
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26. A cuff link as claimed in claim 24 or 25 wherein the stubs are

spring biased.

27. A cuff link as claimed in claim 26 wherein the stubs are spring

20 biased by a single spring.

28. A cuff link as claimed in any one of claims 19 to 27 wherein

the bridging member includes a substantially H-shaped configuration.

25 29. A cuff link as claimed in any one of claims 19 to 28 wherein
the second retaining member includes a cavity adapted for
accommodating the bridging member when it is releasably attached
to the bridging member.

30 30. A cuif link as claimed in any one of claims 19 to 29 wherein

- the cavity of the second retaining member includes a shape



accommodat i ng the bridgi ng nenber when it is

rel easably attached to the gridging menber. 30 30. A
cuff link as clainmed in any Re of clainms 19 to 29
wherein the cavity of the second retaining nmenber

i ncludes a shape 25 configuration which is adapted to
enabl e rel easabl e attachnment with the bridgi ng nmenber

in accordance with .a two-step tion, t two- step .
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br i dgepmotiomdseludimgo the cavity; and (ii) once
inserted in the cavity, rotating the bridging 10
menber about the axis of entry into the cavity until
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link as claimed in any one of clainms 19 to 30 wherein
the first retai ncagtwhbaithe bridping membes isolilted relative to

s crarmed i n ol Antds Y EREY B TRE et ractybh igo' e
menber is substaghvigy;laydi dentical to the second

retaining nepber. 33. A cuff link as clainmed in claim
31 or 32 whéiei nonge inserded dndhe2eavilye gatatingt HienPrdaing

genbers are rele b : onc?ﬁ‘iﬂé‘l%llx?s 5PARP ISt LAty until

menber in simlar Tas
the stub is received into the stub recess.

31. A cuff link as claimed in any one of claims 19 to 30 wherein
the first retaining member is also releasably attachable to the
15 bridging member,

32. A cuff link as claimed in claim 31 wherein the first retaining

member is substantially identical to the second retaining member.

33. A cuff link as claimed in claim 31 or 32 wherein the first and
20  second retaining members are releasably attachable to the bridging

. member in similar fashion.



