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. System The present invention relates to an edge-lit illumnation system
PCTF GB99/ 02880 Edge-lit illum nation systens which have as gﬁ(?qsl ﬁ? gs ature
a light sNPRM44K ¢ oned al ongsi de an edge of a light traR PRE heet
are well known. The state of the art is 5 typified by the Iight
transmtting sheet being treated on at Ieasi one of its surfaces such that
the light entering the edge of this sheet is irregularly reflected or
scattered. Therefore this light is spread evenly across the illum nated
surface. One of the ways of treating the surface is by application of a
matrix of Iight ré"ﬂ%‘éh“t’f@i“ﬂﬁﬁ'&lsﬁ&i@teri ng material either directly to the
surface or to a trarTappiesdnt inbéntidh rélates ifo arfedgbinilasihaios Bystean t he surface 10 as

. ‘disclosed in EP- A- Q549679 In thi ication the Light transmttin
sheet is treated on Egg?'ﬁﬁ%%mla?og sgsg?'ﬁsatg@'g?}' h%%eeaﬁ alnbgamc(??a&rggil?ntﬁ&urﬁ%%ﬁ‘tpﬁ% IS
in the form of doteipnostiranedgoela lightyranemiting Beet arp sieh knpwnoThesstate ofithp it ist ed
directly on go theycfmaiaﬁﬁe lighk tréﬂ%ﬁnitiidg@bh&ett BeiyrBalekioR dt 18448 Bhe &its shRdce@Eudhhe
transparent fil mgh g‘rg(?.qato th wag a{:‘ﬁ, Th ,densuht:&/eﬁf t hese glﬂrot may be
i ncreased in the d'3&€"? ﬁ"tﬁwgghef fi° 558‘5%5"5?9 CHELON SR 5 sour ce
is fixed by incredberefpre thie lightistspread évenlytacrose theliilvminated earfaned Crhe of tha svapgoft he
gaps between t hemQkyi | WRER i : ;
i ncreasing the si 2@%@?@@3@’*%@9@@%@%m a g&ﬂgf‘e ﬂ?ﬁ%ﬁgh&(;scg& gi@trgér]n%aé
that if this dot R4p¢rairerinlotifsurageerq 3irenspargptdim whictig thenadhered tafhe surfased
or di sruptedoi n sasalisalasedtihEm Ac 0549635 oin dhisyappyications thalight trafbntittieg sHdetigitrasted on
of the system appeansut®: [ St . N .on dot
pattern is abr adegﬁobr%thsot?gél)ﬁ'g%eg hgﬂé}@ﬂtereﬁﬁ'%%%gﬁl %r%ﬁ Irrr‘g?}o '@%gte’gg '{@Jggtgﬁé
di srupted cor r espdfRY Befiahed. RRBted of seeeen Brinted dirpctiy onste Ahefurgrapithedigblur red on
t he surface of t hargdnsmgihihg bifeans that ofitinetraisparént filtn ddietebiaes the sordade aTHeaAsIOfof t he

above systemis a ' L1l LWna..Lr eat ed
on both of its surtﬁgs%tedg{s%f’gie)? &P@?égld?rﬂgfgrr%gé%‘&é)}c%pﬁgg %éeoa\?flglrh f&g%&gﬁghgorre of
the dots on %he upiguice &fixedhydnaasipg thedwmber qfdpts PeGINE ara3 apf de¢redning thegarsce
of the _ sheet. Tlbetweeattemor by keeging theltabs Batweenthe ddis the arap pad Iatrieasding the

observer of such agpzeeogg‘g-gét illum nated sign as slight dark patches on the
surface of the sign. y.Frl'n i ng we nean bands, rings or other patterns of
alternate light or dehedisad(@niage pidhegboye pysiam igtthat if thisflobeatiem Jorrasitie light t o
provi de an edge- | ittansitingstizat is aistumbed bedisrapted I soinewag A cepespondindiynasially

probl ens. Acgor di ngl y, hRgioR Bﬁﬁeegs‘e}‘g%@g%r% gawcnﬁ{r},gog%o?&aﬁﬂgﬁ;@ Jae‘cpqngcgghe

I'l'lum nation system conprisin _ nsmitti Sheet ]
source; the |ight dabpsten 'bé‘?rﬁgfdﬁbﬁ‘?*f‘?%ﬁéﬁthpH'UB‘F@R‘?W%MF’P?V%EG digfupieEnt to
an edge of said | igiesdondifidiwhbrie g sbifesitin)or slaming Bheodci®et orthe surfacé offthd light ~ ~
WO 001 14448 PCT/ Gﬁ?%égg‘ﬁggh ¢ markings such that said nmarkings are disposed
randomy within each of at least one nomi nal area of said at |east one
surface. The |ight t4&ABsrdisadvaptagaddie gogve systeqrs gipaitie ofiihg ght ipnsmittingshigethe
gl asis or ﬁl agg i chbwing' toatet ofi Bata b ity spdfates. The@futle tBfeanaybeComplet dvigridp ¢flseras
acrylic sheet. The e 5

of?!tkt ot Jﬁ% %??P%Jgﬁenoé Wsh?%l%ﬁ ’sor;né) Fxn fﬁ_é ?c{g}t ?urfa%g :35"‘? tis

square, rectangul ar rianguldr) rrca I'rregul ar era
rectangul ar. Many $hpgedhippausesfitgingpaeras whish aFeAPPRBNteo 1 ADSBIVEr dfistell 3n
; | uor escent | It ubi ngedg%-liﬂiﬁlﬁﬂr?atéﬁ'ﬁgfn%&ﬁ@it @4rk htchdionthe uffacecd e sngﬂra]ey gmwny ey
romtypica meq [of0) nl.y r % ] T8. The di stance
fromthe edge of t & tlg%ﬁ?‘ "E{qse?ﬁgtsng{%ﬂﬁﬁg@ Bgaﬁ]tg %{eo"tg@r?ﬁgm
30 It is an object of the present invention to provide an edge-lit illumination system which
overcomes some of these problems.
Accordingly the present invention provides an edge-lit lilumination system comprising
a light transmitting sheet and a light source; the light source being positioned in
proximity to and adjacent to an edge of said light transmitting sheet, characterised in

35 that at least one of the two opposing surfaces of said light transmitting sheet carries
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10 crest of the tube is preferably between 1 and 2mm 1In an aIternqtigg 2000
.enbodi nent the fluorescent tube is an aperture tube. This type of t'ub ﬁas
coated on the inside wall of the glass a reflective coating with a g

fl uor escenwoomasd4g on top of it. The aperture is a part of PCOT/GBIAIRE) f or
exanpl e 30 of the 360 around the inside of the tube, with no coating. This
opening runs the length of the tube and is arranged so it is directing
light 15 fromthe |light source at the edge of the light transmtting sheet.
A reflector is typically positioned behind each fluorescent tube and nmay be
any material capable of reflecting |ight, for exanple mrrored alum nium
Preferably the |igmearkingaaahithat Baigmarkings atesdispesed rendoaty withincaaclh At legstiope t he

|'i ght source. The M,f,g@%mséﬁ at||éh%§&ne(yﬁﬁa§d de of the Ii ght transmtti ng
sheet may conprise a area

20
plurality of noninal TQ?B&%" “Fﬁ'g{']%qn;h’g&és ?tg?ﬁsﬁa're"%{?%%('%tt "Wf g})atrﬁﬁl" gre’?"ﬁ)c opt

nom nal areas nay ispuderapipplastiofand meresapetiticatly atletrzerylic shiett. (Thasisset by bgofsheet

or the total grea Syléhgﬁe It Fﬁ'ﬁpﬁe Rind, IQ Qggétanr?E@P 'ft:aﬂ%?ér&%ﬁ B4 Tirblidar 21 €3S

may be of an equal ze or alter natlve t'he rent S| zes.
For exanpl e, wher ePiefrsanly gisretangueny ¢ ¢ i ng sheet is rectangular) the length
of each nominal 25 ameny types dotiphtipqurancreratadibtye Bojyedferatily fiuofesten gibing &fusbdie

%

edge of the sheet t

area may be the saiwé é}g'ﬂ%r éf% ﬁgb%%etngﬁg%ﬁ% fr{)ﬂglp%'ﬁ’ é}th 5P ﬁpﬁhyf&? P
transmtting- sheetas 'ﬁ%\ﬁ? ?\@“’Hmﬁyﬁ?%ﬂqﬁé‘c’mt@h pdgeqtithe dight Frarsmiting panel thgm nal
areas has nmangi ngscréélldfmeamfe i€lprefersdiytbetwasef Qrany 2iind. b an altérnatile @mbBdier @ Ny

be of any shape, or& u rL.Qun t |.a Q 30
irregular, or a co 3&? %hb%o$&ﬂe ﬁ %’F e"ﬁ}% gﬂ%é'ggoa{-}’%q}a éao%:cf&ftﬁgms E’aliﬁ an
i rregul ar shape, fte waﬁpﬁecﬂvp ceafing with o flueregrent agatingon kapyof ét W@&G’é&ﬂe is a
structures based OBarS&tﬁtE%e&afﬂx%pléeoioaﬂﬁbB& ardui tﬁmﬁéfdertﬂ&eﬁmé wh S equal

size or a variety of si ref erab fromO.

length, more pref ef SN i PRSI hé Q‘g’é&% ”ltetf’e’d\/\snaﬂrtaﬂgegfsc’ 'ths d'??ﬁ{'qgl"ﬂ'bts
ranges from 055 t oframihe "mumlﬂkﬁ"ﬁgéged-?éﬁ‘eﬂishfttraaﬁsmnemt oA reflectquie tyaisallyar e
35 preferably |i ghboéﬁiﬂnﬁ&lbﬁﬁhd éa¥h ﬂdo?é%&érumtanw&ta VrAdta) eaprasle of reﬂecting

transmtting rays &ht i ght '5‘ a|e m,,.g\%edr?%‘ '9@"13?@5%%!'35“? E%"&B‘gﬁﬂg 5%8% |s8tnafxed

with diffusion als
transmitting light fﬁMP"W'Rh*ﬁﬁtgh‘aﬁ?Pﬂcﬁty to scatter I i ght These mar ki ngs

may be etched) paint gde ettrf&saﬁmaarmsbiadodtrreaigﬁtlméngﬁtmﬁg)srteben@yetra;s‘rraeaf the
l'i ght transmzétlngs eet or, to el f

then adhered?® to tRECIGMaLaca %?%ae’r §b°|° Tteésoﬁgf’%ahtég* '"a' S'FE rﬁ%?if’a? ed
directly on to thensmingkarea esithe pleraljty gfmormnahargaﬁ may Wgersmeef the sprfass attpe ighbf

i nk screen printi ngahgmitiih®Steasdritte tserae@oﬂ&ﬁé Slirfabef tha¥hest EALICOMRSe Abminal
defining stochastic_scree plntln e it wt he, s

a a(rg) equ l%s oralg a%% hey ma P fdlfFee amger cep
printing of the re@(ﬂgrmeffrr%rtqﬁ it SER RS-t At e r?Flﬂurel
in EP- A0549679. Fexaraplevdweeathelight msnmrmaﬁheﬂ is mtanm@ulﬂmlenmtn ofrpgel homindher e
I's an associ gsed 1grééQﬁéV %p&f(miafb‘fy éhﬂalttﬁfhehér@mof‘itfeéb'a&'%ftﬂ‘ié éide ént tHedignt

th t ochast th
e S OSSRt 58 D el
smal | er mar ki ngs athe ieméh nitheliohtteanamitingsheatersening awsp from she lighYsourthese

snal | er markings are Eraét'i\dﬂﬁé Nonthha bfehbuésadamﬁgawmat e aapdsad tmord@suuﬁn ated
nom nal area. They rm%

o e i m o PRI e TR 5r3bé Sy et SR, 1%l eifbler PiphBar® 2
coverage of t3e nuarrkeguips, or B spmiinatiop pediffarent shapes\Rrefargbly tHey arecef@misregularf shapes

surface is by ink s&re%aap|et.+éatnhhgsnaged¢u ifa@/; aBr'\QéteQ struéthe@&zéed BREduares andior
preferably 1 to 40% and eci a

E % er mar | n S Wth

each noni nal area. 'Q‘ﬁ@"géﬁse edf'a' ' Fq't”ﬂé'z?rﬁ EkY%f@% 8‘%‘1"‘%” %rﬁ ¥?8@"%f
the Iight transm t tfiong0.$inmdé 10rem wrlemmh mdrétereﬁé@atﬂwomtofwm Eaaftrabip thernddth afitien
across the sheet . JFofin&XaRRsSom Cﬁé]@qrmrﬁmyhehﬂé(rﬁmﬁs &H%@%néﬂceﬁ‘t%&ﬁhe Qﬁoeé}é

whi ch may be of equal of a vari et si zes) each nom nal area haV|n9 10%
mar ki ngs cove’?"’age Preferzbly ljght faipurg Falieert we mRanspraYle f trapsmidinggaysar it n
each nomnal area is increased in a direction away fromthe edge of the
light transmtting sheet at which the light source is positioned. The
density of markings can be increased 25 by increasing the size of the
mar ki ngs and/ or the nunmber of markings for each nomnal area in the
direction away fromthe |ight source. For exanple for an edge-lit system
with a single Iight source there may be a nunber of nom nal areas, each
having a | ength approximately equal to the length of the edge of the sheet
adj acent the |light source and each having a width, which may be the sane or
30 a varled dlstance along the Iength of the Ilght transntttlng sheet)
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.achieved may be simlar or greater than that achi.eved when the dot matrix
is regular, for exanple as Illustrated in Figure 1 in EP- A 0549679,
Edge-1it MWOO0MI4448 i on systens described mthe present inveRGIEP%AEe used
as lighting devices or light sources, for exanple for backlit displays and
also may be 5 nodified for use as illum nated shelving, for exanple in
refrigerators. ' Specific enbodi ments of theé invention will now be further
described in the followi ng exanples and with reference to the acconpanyi ng
Figures. Figure 1 is a sectional view through an illum nated di splay system
according to the iwithd@ifiusiomalsa.0Byeppauewemean suhstantialivineapable of transreittingiiatitht
mar ki ngs pattern Q\FithQ{wab‘mct}ftB%ﬁﬁteQﬁghi.he light transmitting sheet. Figure 3
is a plan view of an_abra

dill light t 1 tti, h , ted
on both surfaces accUIGF Hﬁﬁi' Ist"i’?s{rpf%hgfipﬁ'htgdPriﬁiﬁig%gir"“ia‘ié'n%‘ﬁ'ls%ﬁ"e ?é\’/&agg gn

_..abraded il um nat efitheilightttransraitingsheet orgo Sata i tianspatentifim whizb istitsdiBhen adhered s

for conparatigve p | i L b

heet (10) 1 8 a adpee Siavel#Rfias ho hndrbfeereh Hued Sl oh WIEhIbdl,
whi ch has been t r 45f ight ¥apsattingshest, AR example | inleSarean AHatingilsiechetic sceany on to
bOtP its OppﬁSi ng pribtifgaons sitnplle, wia)of defifing BIBEHESIOsEra®h Printihy rsttledomparemmmheleaCE
surface as shown i ' ., . T i ght
sources are Syl van#'é?%hg%tﬁﬂéf %Pgesdu%ggcﬁ{%L@Wf%%@@@%%?&b&ﬁﬂ%%1esin. %%3?"14)
whi ch both have a 9849%8. ErrEarhesesnomimnalgea af theyegularaior matdn &herg ingh ssspeiaied Ra)
of 86 , ﬁ CFImu (r]I t epPErags oflirtk o thé Rfddirdfeimitting sAes, Far theatbRiidiic s&eeaﬁﬁﬁﬁhg I&uﬁg e
are each placed a ent .t.o e | i.ght a ting .sheet an
surrounded by a quroig'rtg% "ﬁ‘l ct??#ﬁ_&%?ﬁfogh ct’e‘lclfnolr'é"%g’ ?ﬁ*&’}‘@%&éfé@gﬁ'ﬁ%%\f The
treated |ight trarssmaletrardemsmakings fthesg smplleemarkings afgdhamaridpgabthe presents upper

surface (11 ). Theapplfadsi)Orhelss smBliet MBrkings &he PAndBmiyRiskiblBE in(alpatier in the | USi ve)
' ' tes the, ed..i.l |l um nat ed

in a triangular copfiguration. Figure 3 illustr br

sheot vioned £ 1 om SASSOREFhery efded e i g ohdubleer § Ve R rit 9905
~PCT/ GB9910Z880 ExHigsiasedin-Scraepdirenesy dulf i85, paget14by dMulvey.t i ng sheet of
Exarml el h?S b?eg rmalaee“aaﬁcb%regdtdmhtmatrm@a&lm éx%h\ﬂiﬁalslﬂﬂ%?véiég.e}[‘lffﬂﬁ_atﬁﬁﬁ%f%he

i mensions treate scr e rinting a regular X_Q | 0
Girectly on t o borHbes by ik e oufihorls bER/o 118 sl mble sty L 8 spizid
about 3% 5 i ncr eastshecially 516 39%Iferte nandom maykinggowithin eash perninglfarer TTheerea chway

from each of two fdoverags6mhé matkifRs bh helsufdRe 0FERE lihl Bankthiting(shiet ag Rimapahd
|l ength we nmegn for_a S sour fupgrhe nce

|ne%I [ i hlt ce.th A st . di sbﬁe]lt al ong éhe
length of t Y sur {30 7ea5h gomiPalerss acrass thesfiest Fordxaele R SR R Vs A pcimest
enmtted. For two |dfghminglarease which tjanbeofiequdl obp pasielyt ol sizehgeachapmingliateadiavag |

then the |ight pat{pe faeings coveiadel it ARirthdrerBbdiRen e MAsy loNMakigs withhasacy The
dots 10 are circul ar .an ta a ach _near est

da.ry | di st ap . h N
SERIEEIC TN & Tk s oty T AT T
in Exanpl e 2. Fi gusheetatiwhichdhe lightspurcnds resitiensd d Tiedeney af markings oam)be increased

i I'1um nated gheet gjﬁw&iﬁdtﬂ&a@m@e BRingP@Ror HanuABEr of Iarkind&ifoPSach Aainkly
seen from Fi gures an sruption to illum nation 15

q4.thtthe_visa i ( _

caused by the abr a¥F3f} F“sd'Fﬁffg‘r‘P Ay em tF% 'qhg%c’r‘ffclef y in the conparative

exanpl e in Figure 4. Fohexampleforan eslge-ticystemayith aisingle fight seuree tbére may belanimber

patches in Figure g noRiifalaread! lelcifaving a length approximately equal to the length of the edge of
the sheet adjacent the light source and each having a width, which may be the same or

30 a varied distance along the length of the light transmitting sheet, moving away from the

light source. The first area has a markings coverage of 3% and the coverage gradually
increases with each nominal area until the nominal area which is furthest away from the
edge of the light transmitting sheet at which the light source is positioned has an area of
markings coverage of 20%.
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Clainms 1. An edge-lit illumnation systemconprising a light transmtting
sheet and a |ight source; the light source being positioned in proximty-to
and adj acenwot0d/1edd8edge of said light transnmitting sheet, cHRGHGBWO2880d in
that at | east one of the two opposing surfaces of 5 said light transmtting
sheet carries markings such that said marKki ngs are di sposed randomy w thin
each of at |east one nom nal area of said at4l east one surface and wherein
the markings range fromO0.1 to 10mmin length. 2. An edge-lit illumnation
systemas clainmed in claim1 wherein both of the opposing 10 surfaces of
the light transm tti Age ovasaltilluramatipn aehidvedToay. be3imilanoragigaterl than thatlaghieved when
system as clai med 'tﬁb@dtl?rﬁﬁ-& ns%gtﬁérgfomx%m% a&lhﬂﬁ%ﬂé@hﬂ'—'nﬁxﬂ@1% ‘E@ Al %dlgé'h' ngs

coverage in each nomnal area Is .

i llumi nation system Escl'talum“%sve}emsHfssﬂtmén@P H’ef‘?fé "%(P’é‘&‘"&?" H%P"f&dﬁﬁs
coverage in each ndightingldevtesar light baircesdor etarhpe $OBackil dispayeaigtalsd rhay be
llumnation st el L ire .n%ma(gp Abiifd, Ar BRarkid R réfr.e]g?%%' n each nom nal

area is of an equal sIze nat 1 on system as cl ai ned
inany of claims 1 tépecmmhspweemthﬁmnm W'&P%b? furtger dﬁsﬁﬂbﬁf‘é‘rtﬁh@"yf"ﬁ
7. An edge-lit ill uxampies & vithséfersnesto teatdonpanyingFgured. clains 1 to 6

e e o8, O e T Lt AU e T BB eR (o

8. An edge-lit illunfnation

wherein the area offhﬁHWRmﬁgs coverage is different in each nom nal area. 30
9. An edge-lifpill miguaai Is%ﬁ eﬁ@o@ihahmmetdﬁd@ﬁﬁamfngcbatmoﬂoﬁéslﬁfamltr@u@mt he
mar ki ngs rangefror’p h in length. 10. An edge-lit illum nation
system as cl ai med |W"3’HS‘}"‘8F ®laims 1 to 9 wherein the markings are of an
irregul ar shape. 35igute 3 jAre piafgdew dftaniapladed iherinated lightdrepsmittiog shesit.rieated an hotp
of clains 1 to 10 V\Jﬂuﬂgﬁls@céom-.d’mrtﬂfdlﬂ@ﬁn@re screen printed directly on to

t he surface of the']

nsm t{
BN 42 upy e 27U oAt zfaﬁpw'%vaf*caa%rcﬂide'mr@ad&'aﬂ*&rgﬁre'scﬁ s nefed i8R a
] ca] ca] ca] ca] ta] ca] sfefes &rcapparpidveraiasa) cal] ca Cuw/ 9
FRbdH! 0" #H$J$VSb$dSs$™ &&P' yt ni ¢ YT] ca] ca] cal] ca] cal] ca] caU] ca]ca]ca]calcalc
a] ca] caU] cal] ca] call ca U] ca] ca] ca] caU] cal] ca] caU] ca] ca] cal] ca] ca

Pf(p())*+++C E, G vha----..1170@O00HLi 1I 1} wr |l ga] Vi c*YT] ] cal] cal] ca
] cal] ca] cal] ca] cal] |OE§]90QU] tba]gfat@msa]ﬂtﬂm]Sbeei]@a}@%?@!]kﬁipc%ﬂ@]rmd]mra:]a@aw ca] ca]
ca] ca] ca] ca] ca] c"a] s Z«K@ﬂﬁa% Mﬁ %EtéflnﬁAYT]

| cal ol cal el eal oal rﬁ%]]e %rs%b” oﬁ% i it ot &ﬂ]] el )g 7 TR )
MLO%g&' () - 109@&' () -to' ea@v/ay&a@ asgahowp in-Figuye 21@%:3«9} frﬁlsmxtg&n(n) inl lafgtmmmm) --
# ) 10% sources are Sylvania Luxline Plus Daylight Delux fluorescent tubes (13,14) which both
have a power output of 18 Watts, a colour rendering value (Ra) of 86 ,a colour
temperature of 6500 Kelvin and a diameter of 25mm. These are each placed adjacent to

an edge of the light transmitting sheet and surrounded by a mirrored aluminium reflector
25 (15,16).

xampl
The treated light transmitting sheet of Example 1 has been abraded on its upper surface
(11). The abrasion is in the form of 6 markings (17-22 Inclusive) in a triangular
configuration. Figure 3 illustrates the abraded illuminated sheet viewed from above the
30 upper surface.
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10% ()-s!Q F'10%& ()-@H $10%& ()- @ ~$6789§[ PE:! 10 10 10 @
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ed-C arativ

The light transmitting sheet of Example 1 has been replaced by a light transmitting sheet

of the same dimensions treated by screen printing a regular matrix of white ink dots

directly on to both its surfaces. The level of ink coverage ranges from about 3%

5 increasing to 16% along the light path length of 210mm , away from each of two
fluorescent tube light sources (13,14). (By light path length we mean for a single light
source the furthest distance, along the length of the surface of one side of this shest,
through which light is emitted. For two light sources, adjacent to opposite edges of this
sheet, then the light path length is half the distance between the two tubes.) The dots

10 are circular and a regular distance apart, such that each nearest neighbour is 1.9mm
away. The light transmitting sheet has been abraded as in Example 2. Figure 4
illustrates the abraded (23-28 Inclusive) lluminated sheet viewed from above the upper
surface.

It can be readily seen from Figures 3 and 4 that the visual disruption to illumination
15 caused by the abrasion is much easier to identify in the comparative example in Figure
4, There is no evidence of the presence of any dark patches in Figure 3 which could be
attributed to fringing patterns.
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15 4. Anedge-lit illumination system as claimed in claim 3 wherein the area of markings

coverage in each nominal area is between 1 to 40%.

5. An edge-lit illumination system as claimed in any of claims 1 to 4 wherein each
nominal area is of an equal size.

20
6. An edge-lit illumination system as claimed in any of claims 1 to 4 wherein each
nominal area is of a different size.

7. An edge-lit illumination system as claimed in any of claims 1 to 6 wherein the area of
25 markings coverage is the same in each nominal area.

8. An edge-lit illumination system as claimed in any of claims 1 to 6 wherein the area of
markings coverage is different in each nominal area.

30 9. Anedge-litillumination as claimed in any of claims 1 to 8 wherein the markings
range from 0.3 to 3mm in length.

10. An edge-lit illumination system as claimed in any of claims 1 to 9 wherein the
markings are of an irregular shape.

35
11. An edge-lit illumination system as claimed in any of claims 1 to 10 wherein the
markings are screen printed directly on to the surface of the light transmitting sheet.



