
Abstract:  A system and method for clustered tunneling
of requests in application  servers and other systems
is provided. The system includes a client, a  cluster
having a plurality of members, and a proxy. The
cluster does not  advertise the internal addresses of
its members since clients might attempt to  directly
connect to that member. Instead, the client is
configured to include a  tunneling layer within which
the proxy address is set. The advertised address  of
the cluster member is then set in a header at the
client. During runtime,  the client connects to the
proxy as before, but then uses its internal
information to connect or communicate with the
appropriate cluster member.  In accordance with an
embodiment the client sets a cookie which is then
sent to the proxy. The proxy re-writes the cookie with
the appropriate cluster  member information and uses
this information to tunnel the request to the
appropriate server. 


