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(57) Abstract: This invention is related to the production of
trimellitic anhydride (TMA). More specifically, the invention
is related to the addition of a mineral acid or salt thereof in the
production process of trimellitic anhydride to reduce the vis-
cosity of the bottoms fraction when TMA is purified by distil-
lation and thus to prevent fouling/plugging. This permits the
use of lower levels of TMA in the bottoms fraction and in-
creases TMA recovery.
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