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information encoding and decodlng method for effectively

diminishing thé mixing noise by pre-mixing and dematrixing. When
encoding multi-channel audio or speech signals inclusive of
signals of the mixed channels, whereby the audio or speech
signals become reproducible even with a simplified decoder, the
noise generated on dematrixing th_e, signals of the mixed channels
are included in the codestring signals as the difference signals
between the pre—mixing signals of the non—independent channels
and the signals of the non-independent channels as found by
dematrixing signals of mixed channels. Thus the number of bits

may be prevented from being increased despite increase in the

number of channels.
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