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(57) Abstract: Provided is a method in which an input image signal is 
divided into pixel blocks, and inter-prediction is carried out on the pixel 
blocks obtained by said division. This method includes selection of pre­
diction motion information from within a motion information buffer that 
stores motion information of an encoded region, and use of the predic -
tion motion information to predict the motion information of a block to 
be encoded. Furthermore, this method includes acquisition of represent­
ative motion information only, said representative motion information 
being acquired from among a plurality of motion information items 
within a region for which encoding has finished, in accordance with first 
information that indicates the selection method for the prediction mo­
tion information. 
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102 Orthogonal transformation unit 
103 Quantization unit 
104 Inverse quantization unit 
105 Inverse orthogonal transformation unit 
107 Reference image memory 
108 Inter-prediction unit 
109 Motion information compression unit 
110 Motion information memory 
112 Entropy encoding unit 
113 Output buffer 
114 Encoding control unit 


