Vari ous net hods and associ ated apparatuses are provided for comunicating
.data=froma central station to a renote station over sone form of

comuni cations path. The data, which together format |east oné title, ,are
stored on at | east one storage device. The data formng that title are then
retrieved as data bl ocks, independently of other data bl ocks, from storage.
Each data block is a sequential segnent of the data. Finally, the retrieved
data bl ocks are transmtted fromthe central station to the renote station.
According to preferred enbodi nents, two types of storage devices are

provi ded. The first type, preferably formed as an array of playback units,
allows the data to be stored as data bl ocks and distributed accordingly
over a plurality of storage devices. The second type, preferably formed as
ring structures conposed of solid state elenents, provides a plurality of
access points coupled to the st orage rredl um each of which is able to
retrieve the data i ndARSAH DF GTHE O8IRE s points. For further
versatility in the system the data bl ocks can also be transmtted

i ndependent | Wacibusormethodst hend fassnciatede apparstuss steat promidedPr &drer abl y, - t he step
of retrieving the-data is performed in response to receiving a request for
a gi ven comthenicating dataficousg centead etationitosk repwiépdstationmven sameiforms sor t ment  of
titles (e.g., novies, educational-, entertainnent-, consuner-, and

busi nessof esmmusicatiogscpatint The, datawhigh yogethtrform at dgast anettitieasrebe convert ed.
into a streamof data) to be transnmtted to a wide audience with great

f 1 8xi bi | stosed andatnlenst ipap stesngeedavieen Bbe vieta forming shat ditlerase then | es of f er ed.

retrieved as data blocks, independently of other data blocks, from storage. Each

data block is a sequential segment of the data. Finally, the retrieved data blocks
arc transmitted from the central station to the remote station. According to
preferred embodiments, two types of storage devices are provided. The first
10 type, preferably formed as an array of playback units, allows the data to be
stored as data blocks and distributed accordingly over a plurality of storage
devices. The second type, preferably formed as ting structures composed of
solid state elements, provides ; plurality of access points coupled to the storage
medium, each of which is able to retrieve the data independently of other access
15 points. For further versatility in the system, the data blocks can also be
transmitted independently of one another from the central station. Preferably,
the step of retrieving the data is perfon‘ned in response to recemng a request for
a given title. The various systems disclosed allow a wide assortment of titles
(c.g., movies, educational-, entertainment-, consumer-, and business-related
20 information, and any information that can be converted into a stream of data) to
be transmitted to a wide audience with great flexibility and minimal conbenrﬁon

between users for the titles offered.
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