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[005] -  The populanty of sharing blogs and music, making friends and dating over
the Internet has driven. social networking beyond the PC to the mobile phone. The
unparalicied potential - of mobile phones and carder networks to promote such
connections in enhanced ways is only now being fully recognized and exploited. What
exists loday -are primarily Bluctooth-based short range applications that allow you 10
interact with "familiar strangers’ in the public space, web-based blogs and file sharing
apphcatmns with a mobile component that allows members 1o send text messages to the
service o essentially broadeast their location via text messaging to their friends, location-
based instant messaging applications, interactive wi-fi applications that allow users to

share their rausic locally through hand-held devices, etc. : :
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[006] The present invention provides a social networking application thar brings
together the: best of breed social networking functionatities in an in-twetwork environment.

- STATEMENT OF THE INVENTION

[007) Accordingly, in one embodiment, the present invention provides a system and
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[0012] According to another aspect ot the invention, a user's station is adapted to
enable casy content sharing by marking content that onc wishes to sharc and share it with
his contacts based on defined tags and access levels set. Other users of the network will
be automatically notified and will be able 1o view the shared ¢ontent based on their own
tag definitions and the access level set by the awner of the content. The user’s station may
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- example, the user can set preferences in such a way that ail cnlls fwm people that have
marked: as “Vendor™ will be forwarded to his Voice mail box. Also, & user's station
allows to set Ring Back Tones based on tags. For example, all the adult content can be set
access for friends and religious content sét access for relatives.

[0036]  An objéct of the invention is to provide a sysiem and method that epables a
ready social network to the subscriber based on available information.

[00i7]  Further objects, features and advantages will become apparent from the
following description, claims and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRH’I’IGN OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018} The above aspects of the invéntion are descnbmi in detail with reference to
the attached drawings, where:

Fig | illustrates the method of tlw invention

Fig 2 provides a logical architectural view of the system of the isvention

Fig 3 provides.a network view of the systcm of the. invention

I-'i;g 4 shows the “My Network™ screen ofan example embodiment of the invenlﬁon

Fig SA and 5B show the menu options in the “My Network” screen of an example



100181The above aspects of the invention are described in d tail with
.reference to the attached drawi ngs, where: Fig 1 illustrates the nethod of
t he i nvengipoodnisgss¢2 provi des a | ogical architectural vipewn&boothesssy st em of
the invention Fig 3 provides a network view of the system of the invention
Fig 4 shows the "My Network"” screen of an exanpl e enbodi nent of the

I nvent] 1 LlgelA . show the nenu options in the "My Network's screen
chfddiint 31 tie 0GR

of an ‘exanple I'rent of the invention Fig 6 shows the "Set tags"”
screen.accor di 0. one, enbodi nent of the i.nvention Fig 7 shows the "view
tags" rké%?égﬁwﬁ@go%ﬁ W%W@%?fﬁ 'ﬁéﬂ‘?‘&?"&f’gﬂ?'ﬁ\?@lm igﬁe‘ﬁﬁﬁ"s shows t he
"WVi eW\FW)aI" screen according to one enbodi nent of the inyention Fig 9 shows
the " Figdshows e \dewdags mmvgdms%ﬁecenwgmmf the YEBLOD ent i on
Figures 10, ii, and 12 show query page screens according to one enbodi nment
of t héFig Bshows the “Migw biogStsoreen acenrdingito ooo embodiment ofitheaswendionaccording to
one enbodi nent of the invention Figures 144 and 148 show t he screens for

managiFig 9shews theC ViewphofRt sirdémgecorling to atia@nbodiment offthé livebtiorent i on

Figures 10, 11, and 12 show query page screens according to one embodiment of the
invention :

Fig 13 shows a screen (o compose & new message according to one embodiment of the
invention

Figures 14A and 148 show the screens for Vmam'ging shared content according to one
embodiment of the invention: '

Fig 15 shows the screen to edit sct tags for any given shased content according 1o one
embodiment of the invention

Fig 16 shows the profile page for a user munaging ready social network according to one |
embodiment of the invention

Fig 17 shows the blog page of a user according to one embodiment of the invention

Fig 18 shows the sereen for managing queries according to one embodiment of the
invention

Fig 19 shows a screen with search interfice 10 search shared content
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0019)  Fig 1| broadly illustrates the method of the invention. According io one
embodiment of the method of the invention, user activity data is collected from various
available sources to be able to form a ready social network. The data on a user's activity
is collected from the network equipment that facilitate networking of the usce’s network
terminal station, including switches, SMSC's and MMSC's (101). The data also includes
call logs, and the location information of the termiinal station (103). Data relating to a
user’s interaction (time of call, location e1c) with other people on petwark through calls
is also used to form one's social network (102). For example, a phone running on an
operating system {for example, Symbian Opetating System) provides APIs to record the
user’s call details. The system uses these APIs to log all call information and upload the



Fig 15 shows the screen to edit set tags for any given shared content
according to one enbodi nent of the invention Fig 16 shows the profil e page
for .a usesomAReE3p0 ready social network according to eagrsiaoniosst of
the invention Fig 17 shows the Nog page oft user according to one
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[0023] Various application services including but not fimited 10 content sharing,
blogging, and sotializing are provided a applications that are built upon the centralized
networking sepvice APL The Ul smodiile at the iad tiseér's lerminal station uses the various
application. sefvices ptav:ded In tum, the application services module (202) uses the
centralized networking service for data selating to the nétwork. The applications services
are exposed to the end user's terminal station ¢ither through SOAP or HTTP or any such
standard protocol.

[0024]  ‘According to the example logical architecture, a smart phone (201) is: the
user's terminal station that he uses to interact with others in the social network. The smart
phone (201) typically requires an operating system (OS) to be able to be run the
applications. réquired for feady social nctworking. For example, the OS could be a
Symbian OS, Windows CE or BREW. The OS of the smart phone (201) runs various
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[0027) I n one enbodi ment, a PC capable of communicating with the centralized
soci al networking services could act a end user's termnal station. In
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screen, as given in the exanple in Fig 16, the user can view his own
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Cains: 1. Anethod of facilitating ready social networking, conprising:
collecting user activity data centrally at a centralized application server
froma plurality of end user stations and network equi pnment, to forma
ready social network of users connected to and interacting with each other
through the centralized application server, w thout said users actively

seeking to forma social network; mning at the centralized
application server, the user activity data collected for each user to form
clusters rel evant for each said user; providing at the centralized
applica B server an application progranm ng interface (APlI) based on the
user activity data avail able; providing an application services nmodule
that provi degnthelef BcilittinfreaRobBPAdRErkeR, Yoh@ssinsi Ng said APl to said
users; provi ding an user interface at each of said end user stations

to enable access to said application services and said APl fromsaid end
user stat i oreollecting usemastitidyl dae ceetedllyi at 4t dentgalized applicotiom pervert fipm Ripheality

cl ai med en%(ﬁge?'ls@uén aEnIa%e otrQ 3ﬁﬁﬁthﬁ)rfoﬁﬂ g?éa'tdg sgcg t&ﬁv&k%?u%{['s dhifibeted to.

enri chih 'S ready SOCIa ne usin group o users

the r eaﬁyl smefactingwitivenda othdr ﬂwou@tme)dem:fahfzai: aﬂaplmamomg:rveeamthmmsaﬂl users
networking .as clained in claim?2, the nmethod further conprising the step of
t he cerﬁcF‘&?eré‘%‘“&ﬁgE‘?%ﬁ% BeIWOEE using tag information to refine clusters
relevant to users. 4. A nethod of facilitating ready social networking as
claimed in %ﬂﬂyémy\&éﬁ&mﬂd Pghdéﬁsﬁ s@old Hietu\éeld&h%tfﬂitﬁ %Sﬁé’cﬂad' fapéde%gerc al |
log information™fromsaid plufality of net wor k equi pnent of
facili ttatffomyclngedyelecol for eadhtsaghseng as clai med in clai m 3, vvherel n the
user activity data collected is call log information froma user's station.

providing at the centralized application server an application programming interface

(API) based on the user activity data available;

providing an application services module that provides a plurality of application services

using said API to said users;

providing an user interface at each of said end user stations to enable access to said

application services and said API from said end user stations.

2. A method of facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 1, the method
further comprising the step of user enriching his ready social network by using tags to group

other users in the ready social network.

3. A method of facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 2, the method
further comprising the step of the centralized application server using tag information to refine

clusters relevant to users.

4, A method of facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 3, wherein the user

activity data collected includes call log information from said plurality of network equipment.

5. A method of facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 3, wherein the user

activity data collected is call log information from a user's station.
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6. A nethod of facilitating ready social networking as clainmed in claim 3,
wherein the user activity data collected is data relating to the | ocation
of a user's station, and data relating to calls involving the user, said
data relating to calls involving the user conprising duration of calls and
time of calls. 7. A nethod of facilitating ready social networking as
claimed in claim3, wherein a user's social network is determ ned by
identifying other users with whomthe user is interacting with frequently,

sai d det erm natjon [ made pased. on the user'.s activity data. .8. A

et hod Gof 1 4oRFBGReF F et e el AR T taied o i ) WPy et

wher ei Redf JustRlested & RS rebdig &b HielIBEatioR Tof ¥ ABrAWEatis Sind dataldlatin€td @lls user

is possibly interested in %rouplng together to communi cate effectively in a
I

ready daweldng thetuser Raid data relating tegdlls invplying the asergmpEsing dustpapf s/lls\iBe ki ng
as cla%g%gg%?n§lain13, wherein the APl is an interface to access said
clustere ata for a plurality of applications. 10. A nethod of
facilitating ready social networking as clainmed in claim 3, wherein content
sharing. wi t A fethio@ of &Rtlitatipcicady soeiahaetvorldngias elpipladdatclaim 35 eiheretrea usel'd. A
met hod of facilitating re .social networking. as claimed in claim3

Wher of FOGARREK IbKSERTEE Dl igFHG B QTSR T JOUE Bdees JrEadimts vifh
appl i C%Erggeéh@%a\'{d §&8ermidetion Deig A bRedloRGhd hdepd &dﬁi@it? gady social networking
as claimed in claim3, wherein a facility to identitfy people interested in

dating is an application service. 13. A nethod of facilitating ready
soci al 8net way ketlpdasf fakiditatind readyc samiah@iwatking edsrclaimed gn | dlaiyn 3,owhereint they

le with sim f essi onal _int tSi Licat.i ' 14.
R et el P £ BB FELRUR gl BRI Brl 0 BORS Mo B B Hofifing
wher ei Rogetien€d édninfurticutd efettipelgph & réady sodifiwetvagiat i on that a user is

traveling to is an application service. 15. A nethod of facilitating ready
social networking as clained in claim3, wherein a facility to find people

wi t hi n % spdemethed of faetiting repdpiociah neteridng aoslpimed in glagp gy wagtemahe &1y ce.
16. A hddl [ ' LvohKtignas clainmed in claim a3,
mhereiEF%?%%F%%%gﬂﬁf%%g?ggl F%g%géjgﬁg %%??gati n sepvice. 17. A system
facilitating ready social networking, conprising:

10. A method of facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 3, wherein content

sharing within the ready social network is an application service.

11. A method of facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 3, wherein a market

place for buying and selling goods and services is an application service.

12. A method of facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 3, wherein a facility

to identify people interested in dating is an application service.

13. A method of facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 3, wherein a facility

to identify people with similar professional interests is an application service.

14. A method of facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 3, wherein a facility

to find people in 2 new location that a user is traveling to is an application service.

15. A method of facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 3, wherein a facility

to find people within a specified number of hops in the network is an application service.
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a centralized application server adapted to collect user activity data from
a plurality of end user stations and network equi pnent, anal yze the user
activity data collected to formclusters rel evant for each user, and
provi de an APl for ready social networking, said APl enabling users to
connect and interact with each other through the centralized application
server; an application services nodule that uses said APl to provide
a plurality of social networking services to said users; said end

user stations a e Q,.cammuni cate.with said appli.cati.on services nodul e
and saill AP rGFBHA G deHBBNE TruSa st et ki, 20 RIAHE R HERLr Rrigrn
servi P%‘fovi&iﬁgEio%%cﬁﬂtyii@&?épﬂhit%sléﬁr!idég a user interface (U) nodule

enabl ing sel ection, viewing and navigation of said information, and to

upl oad user activity data fromsaid end user stations to said centralized

appl i cdffi on Assystesy facilitating ready eoci) mietvetaking) epawisingop col | ect user activity
data fromsaid network equi pnent using a plurality of messagi ng service

center (MSC) adaptors and.to uplo i,d er actiwvi. at.a to sai

Cont ral | ved tASpRRE PpRReupy s RreR v oHFE] of il oflh opt by of
net wor ki gserStatibid Adthetwork kquipindrt, aiiek ghdusehaetivan data lcblietedap Bhrntatiteas
server is a server capable of running a plurality of applications. 19. A

syst emelgwant fererihiser.aid pravds # AREIoradyigeiabne vatking said Al gnahling useifer ei n
sai d AR ¢ b eBGHATREALGHPERE oflePRIrSudBIh E6nATARS pl'locraﬁgl?ﬁé?{/er( SOAP). 20. A

systemtacilitating ready social networking as c?ai med in claim17, wherein
said APl is accessible using Hyper Text Transport Protocol (HTTP). 21. A
system f aci laht aplicadion esedyicesomiodile nibatwosdsi saifl a#PIcloapmresiei m phiralityn df7socidher ei n
said application services are accessible using Sinple Ooject Access

Pr ot oc S BEREFEIVICESI0 SMANSESam faci | i tating ready social networking as
claimed in claim17, wherein said application services are accessi ble using
Hyper Text ThaRapQkdr sRfighO&Rbtel b dohmunidde vithSal SRt Aol skbivadel RbdrRAHY
social networking as clained in claim 17, wherein at |east one of said

pl ur al isaig AP terenable eecess o gashplufaditaolssogial newerlang serviceshte displayninfamiationat i ng
q . . ) ) | aime17 ) _ of
Sar praiar SRb AR08 B AT Suddhol Suidd, HOAAE dla ShaiBBh, 8aid

ready snformtione amd & ivppadusel aitivitg date fbmi said énd wherr stations he sMBCeattalptedr i s

a Si rrpla%pllivc%%(s)ggérg& Service Center (SMSC) adaptor.

a network data loader to collect user activity data from said network equipment using a
plurality of messaging service center (MSC) adaptors and to upload said user activity data to said

centralized application server.

18. A system facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 17, wherein the

centralized application server is a server capable of running a plurality of applications.

19. A system facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 17, wherein said AP1 is
accessible using Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP).

20. A system facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 17, wherein said API is

accessible using Hyper Text Transport Protocol (HTTP).
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26. A systemfacilitating ready social networking as clainmed in claim17,
wherein the MSC adaptor is a Miultinmedia Messaging Service Center (MVBCO)
adapt or .

21. A system facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 17, wherein said

application services are accessible using Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP).

22. A system facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 17, wherein said

application services are accessible using Hyper Text Transport Protocol (HTTP).

23. A system facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 17, wherein at least one

of said plurality of end user stations is a smart phone.

2. A system facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 17, wherein at least one

of said plurality of end user stations is a PC.

25. A system facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 17, wherein the MSC
adaptor is a Simple Messaging Service Center (SMSC) adaptor.

26. A system facilitating ready social networking as claimed in claim 17, wherein the MSC
adaptor is a Multimedia Messaging Service Center (MMSC) adaptor .
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