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coming smeared. Further characteristics and advantages of the in- The
present invention relates to packages for  vention will become clear from
the description which food products and particularly concerns a package
follows with reference to the appended drawings, pro- for food products,
comprising:                5   vided by way of non-limiting example, in
which: - a flat base constituting a support formation for  - Figure 1 is a
perspective view of a package ac- a food product,
cording to the invention, shown in the condition - a transparent cover
which is generally trough-    in which it is presented to the public,
shaped and can be fitted to cover the product    - Figure 2 is an exploded
perspective view which with its open edge resting on the flat base, and
10  shows the structure of the package according - a flexible transparent
wrapperwhich can envel-    to the invention, and op the flat base and the
transparent cover.      - Figure 3 shows schematically the condition in
Package of the type specified above and known,      which the product in
the package is presented for example, from Italian utility model no.
112,661 or  to the consumer after some parts of the pack- GB-A-2 037 694
have been used for many years for  15    age have been removed. the sale of
confectionery products, such as, forexam-  In the drawings, a package for
food products, pie, slices of cake.                               generally
indicated 1, is preferably intended to be The object of the present
invention is to provide  used for the distribution and sale of food
products. a package of the above-specified type, which is fur-  in the
embodiment illustrated, the packaged ther improved in terms of its
effectiveness and con-  20  product, Indicated P, Is constituted by a slice
of cake venience of application and use, particularly as re-  at least
partly covered with a chocolate-flavoured gards:
cream. The slice shown is parallelepipedal with an - the protection of the
product which is in the  elongate rectangular shape in plan. package; in
fact, the product must be offered to  According to a known solution, the
product P Is the consumer in the best possible condition,  25  placed on a
flat base 2 of laminar card which is also without being deformed or crushed
in transit,  rectangular in shape and of slightiy larger dimensions - the
presentation of the product (which is usu-  than the base of the product R
The latter is protected ally a food or confectionery product manufac-  by a
cover 3 which is generally trough-shaped with a tured on a commercial
scale) according to cri-  height (or more correctly depth) slightly greater
than teria substantially similar to those used for the   30  the thickness
of the product P. presentation of food and confectionery prod-     The
cover 3 is applied to cover the product P by ucts manufactured on a small
scale (for exam-  bringing its open edge 4 to bear against the periphery
pie, by a confectioner) or on a domestic scale,  of the flat base 2. The
fact that the cover 3 is made and
of transparent material enables the product P to be - the ability to
prevent the product (which usually  35  seen from outside even when it Is
packaged. has a creamy covering) from sticking to parts of  Finally, a
flexible wrapper of transparent material the package, smearing them and/or
becoming   (of the type currently known as a "flow-pack") is indi- broken
up.                                   cated 5 and is Intended to envelop
the product P, According to the present invention, this object is  which is
enclosed between the flat support 2 and the achieved by virtue of a package
having the features  40  cover 3, sealing it from the outside atmosphere.
called for in the appended claim.                     The main
characteristic of the invention is the fact In the packaging position,
therefore,the append-  that the base 2 is provided with four appendages 6
ages of the flat base on which the product is placed  which can project
beyond the sealing edge 4 of the extend to protect the walls of the
transparent cover  cover 3. and the productwithin it. The product is
consequently  45  The appendages 6 are formed Integrally with the protected
against deformation and crushing which  flat base 2 and are each shaped
approximately like a could be caused by knocks or mechanical forces ap-
circular segment. plied from outside.                                   In
practice, the unit constituted by the base 2 and In the consumption
position, the product sits on  the appendages 6 is made from a single sheet
of card the flat base with its appendages projecting outward-  50  cut into
a general oval or elliptical shape and folded ly like a small mat. The
presentation of the product for  along folding lines 7 which define the
sides of the rec- eating is thus more pleasing since the presentation
tangular base 2 on which the product P is placed. echoes that used on a
small scale (for example by     The appendages 6 can therefore be oriented
be- confectioners) or domestically, and since the append-  tween a closed
position against the sides of the cover ages ofthe base portion which
define the parts of the   55  3 (the packaging position) and an open
position In mat surrounding the product do not come into contact  which the
appendages 6 extend outwardly from the with the product itself (which is
covered by the trans-  flat base 2 and are substantially coplanar therewith



parent cover) and therefore do not run the risk of be-  (the consumption
position). 2    3                   EP 0 345 227 B1                 4 The
first position is the one the appendages 6 as-      the wrapper (5) having
been removed, the sume In the package 1 when the enveloping wrapper
appendages (6) extend outwardly from the 5 Is present. Under these
conditions (see Figure 1),       flat base (2), the appendages 6 extend
along the sides ofthe cover         the package including an auxiliary con-
3 to protect the product P Inside it against knocks and   5  tainer (8) for
a decorative product, the auxiliary other forces which might be applied
from the outside   container (8) having a generally flattened shape and
deform or crush the product P.                     and being inserted
between the transparent cov- An auxiliary packet-like wrapper 8 constituted
er (3) and one of the appendages (6) of the flat (according to a known
solution) by a sachet which can  base (2) which is folded against the
transparent be torn open and contains a liquid or creamy sub-  10  cover
(3) in the packaging position. stance (for example, a hazel nut-flavoured
cream, which can be used to decorate the product P imme- diately before it
is eaten) may also be inserted be-  Patentanspruche tween one of the sides
of the cover 3 and the appen- dage 6 folded against it.
15  1. Verpackung far Nahrungsmittelprodukte (P), die In this case, the
appendage 6 in question also     folgendes aufweist protects the auxiliary
wrapper 8, preventing it from     - elnen flachen Unterteil (2), der sine
Halte- being accidentally punctured or torn from the outside.
einrichtung fMr ein Nahrungsmittelprodukt In order to reach the product,
the consumer must        (P) bildet, first remove the transparent wrapper
5, after opening   20  - sine durchslchtige Abdeckung (3), die Im or
tearing it, and then remove the transparent cover       allgemeinen
durchgeformt und so anbring- 3.
bar ist, daB sie das Produkt (P) abdeckt, In- At this point, the product
can be presented on the      dam ihr offener Rand (4) auf dem flachen flat
base 2 on which it rests, after the appendages 6       Unterteil (2)
aufliegt, und have been opened out, and the product P can then be   25  -
sine durchsichtige elastische H3lle (5) far decorated with the contents of
any auxiliary wrapper       die Umhfillung des flachen Unterteils (2) 8.
und der durchsichtigen Abdeckung (3), wo- The outward extension of the
appendages 6 sim-          bei derflache Unterteil (2) Verllngerungen
ulates with particular effectiveness the presentation      (6) aufweist,
dadurch gekennzelchnet, of the product P on a small mat such as those
current-  30  daB derflache Unterteil (2) und die Verlin- ly used for the
presentation of similar food products      gerungen (6) als Ganzes wie elne
Idelne on a small scale (for example, by confectioners) or on     ovale
Matte geformt und aus einem einzi- a domestic scale.
gem StOck aus dflnnschichtigem Material hergestellt sind und die
VerlAngerungen (6) 35           Ober den offenen Rand (4) der Abdeckung
Claims                                                     (3) hinausragen
konnen und wahlwelse zwi- schen einer Verpackungastellung (Fig. 1), 1. A
package for food products (P), comprising:            In der die
Verlangerungen (6) gegen die - a flat base (2) constituting a support
forms-      durchsichtige Abdeckung (3) gefaltet sind, tion for a food
product (P),          40           und einerVerbrauchsstsllung (Fig. 3), In
der - a transparent cover (3) which Is generally         die Verlangerungen
(6) nach dem Entfer- trough-shaped and can be fitted to cover           nen
der Hulle (5) vom flachen Unterteil (2) the product (P) with its open edge
(4) rest-       nach auBen wegragen, ausrichtbar sind, ing on the flat base
(2), and                      und daS die Verpackung einen Hilfebehalter -
a flexible transparentwrapper (5) which can   45   (8) far sin
Verzierungsprodukt aufweist, envelop the flat base (2) and the transpar-
weicher (8) sine im allgemeinen abgeflach- ent cover (3),
te Form aufweist und zwischen der durch- the flat base (2) having
appendages (6)           sichtigen Abdeckung (3) und elnerder in der
wherein the flat base (2) and the appendages (6)        Verpackungsstellung
gegen die durchsich- as a whole are shaped like a small oval mat and   5o
tige Abdeckung (3) gefalteten Verlingerun- are formed from a single piece
of laminar materi-       gen (6) des flachen Untertails (2) eingefagt al,
whereby the appendages (6) can project be-          lst. 



yond the open edge (4) of the cover (3) and are selectively orientable
between: - a packaging position (Figure 1) in which the   55
Revendicatlons appendages (6) are folded against the transparent cover (3),
and                 1. Emballage pour prodults allmentaires (P), - a
consumption position (Figure 3) In which,   comprenant: 3    3
EP 0 345 227 B1 The first position is the one the appendages 6 as-     the
wrapper (5) having been removed, the sume In the package 1 when the
enveloping wrapper          appendages (6) extend outwardly from the 5 is
present. Under these conditions (see Figure 1),       flat base (2), the
appendages 6 extend along the sides of the cover        the package
including an auxiliary con- 3 to protect the product P inside it against
knocks and   5  tainer (8) for a decorative product, the auxiliary other
forces which might be applied from the outside   container (8) having a
generally flattened shape and deform or crush the product P
and being Inserted between the transparent cov- An auxliary packet-like
wrapper 8 constituted      er (3) and one of the appendages (6) of the flat
(according to a known solution) by a sachet which can  base (2) which is
folded against the transparent be torn open and contains a liquid or creamy
sub-  10  cover (3) in the packaging position. stance (for example, a hazel
nut-flavoured cream, which can be used to decorate the product P imme-
diately before it is eaten) may also be inserted be-  PatentansprOche tween
one of the sides of the cover 3 and the appen- dage 6 folded against it
15  1. Verpackung fOr Nahrungsmittelprodukte (P), die In this case, the
appendage 6 in question also     folgendes aufweist protects the auxiliary
wrapper 8, preventing it from     - einen flachen Unterteil (2), der eine
Halts- being accidentally punctured or torn from the outside.
einrichtung fMr sin Nahrungsmittelprodukt In order to reach the product,
the consumer must       (P) bildet, first remove the transparent wrapper5,
after opening   20  - eine durchslchtige Abdeckung (3), die im or tearing
It, and then remove the transparent cover       allgemeinen durchgeformt
und so anbring- 3.
bar ist, daS sie das Produkt (P) abdeckt, in- At this point, the product
can be presented on the       dem ihr offener Rand (4) auf dem flachen flat
base 2 on which it rests, after the appendages 6      Unterteil (2)
aufliegt, und have been opened out, and the product P can then be   25  -
sine durchsichtlge elastische HOlle (5) fOr decorated with the contents of
any auxiliary wrapper       die Umhillung des flachen Unterteils (2) 8.
und der durchslchtigen Abdeckung (3), wo- The outward extension of the
appendages 6 sim-          be! derflache Unterteil (2) Verllngerungen
ulates with particular effectiveness the presentation      (6) aufweist,
dadurch gekennzelchnet, of the product P onasmall mat such as those
current-  30    dali derflache Untertell (2) und die Verlan- ly used for
the presentation of similar food products      gerungen (6) als Ganzes wie
sine kleine on a small scale (for example, by confectioners) or on
ovale Matte geformt und aus einem einzi- a domestic scale.
gem StOck aus dflnnschichtigem Material hergestellt sind und die
Verlingerungen (6) 35           Ober den offenen Rand (4) der Abdeckung
Claims                                                     (3) hinausragen
konnen und wahiweise zwi- schen elner Verpackungestellung (Fig. 1), 1. A
package for food products (P), comprising:           in der die
VerlAngerungen (6) gegen die - a flat base (2) constituting a support
forma-      durchsichtige Abdeckung (3) gefaltet sind, tion for a food
product (P),          40           und elnerVerbrauchsstellung (Fig. 3), In
der - a transparent cover (3) which is generally         die VerlAngerungen
(6) nach dem Entfer- trough-shaped and can be fitted to cover           non
der Hrlle (5) vom flachen Unterteil (2) the product (P) with its open edge
(4) rest-       nach auSen wegragen, ausrichtbar sind, ing on the flat base
(2), and                      und dal die Verpackung minen Hilfabehilter -
aflexible transparentwrapper(5) which can   45    (8) fOr ein
Verzierungsprodukt aufweist, envelop the flat base (2) and the transpar-
welcher (8) eine im aligemelnen abgeflach- ent cover (3),
te Form aufweist und zwischen der durch- 



the flat base (2) having appendages (6)           sichtigen Abdeckung (3)
und einerder in der wherein the flat base (2) and the appendages (6)
Verpackungsstellung gegen die durchsich- as a whole are shaped like a small
oval mat and   5o   tige Abdeckung (3) gefalteten VeriAngerun- are formed
from a single piece of laminar materi-       gen (6) des flachen Unterteils
(2) eingeffgt al, whereby the appendages (6) can project be-          isL
yond the open edge (4) of the cover (3) and are selectively orientable
between: - a packaging position (Figure 1) in which the   55
Revendications appendages (6) are folded against the transparent cover (3),
and                 1. Embaliage  pour produits allmentaires (P), - a
consumption position (Figure 3) In which,   comprenant: 3    5
EP 0 345 227 B1                 6 - une bass plabt (2) constituant un
support pour un prodult alimontaire (P). - un couvercie transparent (3) quT
a g6n6ra- lement la forms d'une auge et pout Gtre em- bolte pour couvrir le
prodult (P) avec son   5 bord ouvert (4) reposant sur la base plate (2), et
- une enmeloppe transparente souple (5) qui pout envelopper la base plato
(2) et le cou- vercie transparent (3),               10 la base plate (2)
comportant des appendi- ces (6), la base plate (2) et los appendices (6)
d'un soul tenant ayant la forms d'une petit nap- pe ovale et 6tant formbs
d'un seul morceau de mat6riau laminaire, de maniere que lea appendi-  15
ces (6) puissent so projoetr au-dela du bord ou- vert (4) du couvercie (3)
et puissent 6tre orientos au choix entre: - une position d'emballage
(figure 1 ) dans la- quelle les appendices (6) sont plibs contre  20 le
couvercle transparent (3), et - une position de consommation (figure 3)
dons laquelle l'enveloppe (5) ayant bte en- levbo, lea appendices (6)
s'bbtndent vers l'extbrieur depuls la bass plato (2),  25 I'emballage
comprenant une enveloppe auxillaire (8) pour un produit d6coratif,
I'envelop- pe auxillalre (8) ayant une forme gbn6ralament aplatie et btant
insbrse ontre lo couvercle trans- parent (3) ot un dos appendices (6) de la
base   3o plate (2) qul est p1 contre le couvercle transpa- rent (3) dana
la position d'emballage. 35 40 45 50 55 4    


