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(57) Abstract: A phase splitter for separating a multiphase fluid into a relatively light phase and a relatively heavy phase includes 
a separator tube which comprises a fluid inlet through which the multiphase fluid enters the apparatus, a heavy phase outlet 
through which the heavy phase exits the apparatus and an inner diameter surface which defines a flow bore that extends between 
the fluid inlet and the heavy phase outlet. A swirl element positioned in the flow bore downstream of the fluid inlet causes the 
multiphase fluid to rotate and separate the heavy phase from the light phase. The light phase forms an elongated core which ex­
tends axially through the flow bore radially inwardly of the heavy phase from proximate the swirl element toward the heavy phase 
outlet. A core stabilizer is positioned in the flow bore between the swirl element and the heavy phase outlet and engages the distal 
end of the light phase core to thereby inhibit the light phase from exiting the apparatus through the heavy phase outlet. 


