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(54) Title: HIGH-SPEED MEZZANINE CONNECTOR

(57) Abstract: A board to board connector for use in high speed signal transmission applications includes male and female connector
components that interengage with each other. Each of the male and female parts has an insulative housing that holds a plurality of
individual terminal assemblies in cavities defined by corresponding walls of each connector compenent. The exterior surfaces of the
connector components are plated with a metal so as to provide a unitary grounding datum around each of the individual terminal
assemblies. Each of the connector components may utilize a center engagement member that runs lengthwise through the connector
components, one of the center engagement members having a contact blade formed integrally therewith and the other of the center
engagement members including a plurality of spring arms, also integrally formed with the connector component so that the grounding
shield portions of the two connectors make contact with each other first before the terminals of the connector make contact.



