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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Many companies and individuals use various methods for transacting business over the
Intemnet. Using the Internet to transact business provides a fasi, efficient, and convenient means
for the various parties to interact in an on-line environment. Generally, a seller offers products
15  (goods, services, information or the like) on a website which is viewed by a buyer. If the buyer
wishes to purchase the product, the buyer supplies a credit card number or other form of payment
or credit to the seller. However, the seller then often is required to verify that the buyer's credit
card account is authorized, bill for the product, collect the amount owed, arrange for
transportation, obtain insurance on the goods shipment and track the shipment of the goods.
20  Additionally, when the buyer uses its credit line to purchase.the goods, the buyer’s credit line is
depleted until the buyer supplies payment for the goods or cancels the order. Oftentimes, the
buyer or seller needs to find a financial institution to be involved in the transaction process.
Moreover, for the parties involved, determining supply and demand while maintaining an
appropriate inventory of goods is difficult. As such, buyers and sellers have encountered large
25 expenses in, for example, storage fees, inventory costs, and disposal fees, especially in the
perishable goods industry.
One example of a perishable goods industry is the seafood industry. Typically, a seller

receives inventory and contacts the buyer in order to make a sale. Once the transaction is
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One exanple of a perishable goods industry is the seafood industry.
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website while the system comuni cates with, and takes advantage of,
existing credit, billing, collection, clearinghouse, insurance,

t ransporSGVIMARY O@CKNHMMPEQRhaEMmm@WB- The interactive dat abase
includes real -time information 1 n connection with a transaction, where the
buyer submi t sThe prespaeinvenidon welideca methodifortransaptiog busingss oier anebdorst | ocks

out ,t.he .request roduct f.rom selection an t her buyers. The buyer
ot dPm SRS TR R AR ane BT i ety 2RbeBmeRG BT PR L ner
appr ovesyigHin 'éﬁ!irﬁ??oirea RRUrARY SRS RAKAGs ARedUrE 1itARcSsPRawN whitRopdiat i | e
and credit 25 information. IT the cleari nghouse accepts the request, the

shi pper ,withip ghe laeged publicpacketrswitched ngswiotk duternet) andh allosveenly mgistaredkbuyerect s
the r equa%atsellér? ?onact'ckc]gs thé gv%gss&ee\ghiﬁ)er t%g lsf?stte'rln %o&%u%ficgt%g With, and takes advantage of,

existing credit, billing, collection, clearinghouse, insurance, transportation, tracking and

20  banking systems. The interactive database includes real-time information in connection with
a transaction, where the buyer submits a request for product and the request for the product
locks out the requested product from selection by any other buyers.

The buyer information and purchase data is routed to a clearinghouse, which either

approves or rejects the request based on the buyer’s pre-existing profile and credit

25 information. If the clearinghouse accepts the request, the shipper, buyer, and/or seller are
notified. If the clearinghouse rejects the request, then the requested product is released.
Notifying the shipper, the buyer, and/or the seller includes specifying pickup and delivery
terms for the shipper, notifying the buyer of the approval of the request and specifying the
purchase terms, delivering a product to the buyer, generating a delivery confirmation and

30 sending the delivery confirmation to the financial institution, collecting a payment from a
financial institution, and eventually distributing the payment to at least one of the interactive

database, the clearinghouse, and the seller.
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to access an interactive database in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIGURE 7 illustrates a web page where the buyer may enter the type of seafood desired,

individual selection or multiple selections, and purchase the desired seafood in
ance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIGURE 8 illustrates a web page that the buyer and/or seller may encounter in selecting
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in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;
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embodiment of the present invention;
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includes specifying pickup and delivery terms for the shipper, notifying the buyer of the
approval of the request and specifying the purchase terms, delivering a product to the buyer,
generating a delivery confirmation and sending the delivery confirmation to the financial
institution, collecting a payment from a financial institution, and eventually distributing the
payment to at least one of the interactive database, the clearinghouse, and the seller.

In an exemplary embodiment, the present invention operates within an improved
extranet system which is a secure, limited access network which operates within the larger
public packet switched network (Internet) and allows only registered buyers and sellers to
access the website. In contrast to many websites on the Internet which allow anyone to enter
the website, use its functions or order products, extranet systems provide limited access to
website functionality by requiring, for example, pre-registration and password entry. For
example, one buyer (e.g., General Motors) may be involved in an extranet system with
multiple suppliers (e.g., steel, glass, plastics, electronics, paint, rubber, etc.) and the buyer can
request just in time needs to suppliers for production and shipment. Another version of an

extranet system involves multiple sellers and buyers, wherein the sellers advertise products for
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connections to transportation systems to enhance
information, reporting functionality and banking relationships, thereby enhancing the

20 functionality of the present invention. Because of the increased distribution and payment
efficiencies, the present invention is well-suited for the distribution of perishable items. such
as seafood. |

| In an exemplary embodiment, the present invention collateralizes upon existing
banking relationships of the shippers to provide for efficient payment and receipt of funds

25  while minimizing currency exchange rate problems. Many international shippers (e.g.,
Federal Express®™, United Parcel Service®™) have established an international network of
banking relationships such that the shipper has an account and networked system with a bank
in each industrialized country. Because it is difficult for individual buyers or sellers to
establish a banking relationship in numerous countries, the present invention collateralizes and

30 takes advantage of the shipper’s pre-existing network by, with respect to Figure 11,
establishing a communication link between interactive database 1107, through clearinghouse

1109, to the shippers’ banks 1111 systems. Clearinghouse 1109 is any database, system,
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t he scheduling and tracking of products. In an exenplary enbodi nent, the
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associated with exchange rates are minimized. Furthermore, because the shipper obtains
interest on the float of the buyer's money, the transaction fee payment to the host may be a
20  portion of the interest earned, so the shipper and the host benefit from the transaction. One
skilled in the art will appreciate that full payment or any portion thereof may be released to
any one of the aforementioned banks. Moreover, upon release of the buyer’s payment, the
buyer is able to re-establish its line of credit, so that the buyer is able to purchase other goods
without further delay. Similarly, if the buyer cancels the order or rejects the product, the hold
25  onthe buyer’s payment (less any shipping or other incurred charges) is removed, thereby
allowing the buyer to more quickly re-establish its line of credit.

The present invention may be described herein in terms of functional block
components and various processing steps. It should be appreciated that such functional blocks
may be realized by any number of hardware and/or software components configured to

30 perform the specified functions. For example, the present invention may employ various
integrated circuit components, e.g., memory elements, proce.ésing elements, logic elements,

look-up tables, and the like, which may carry out a variety of functions under the control of
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period, the clearinghouse instructs the shipper s bank in the seller's
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appr eci atcgrﬂr(f}'tpghgls%wv\%{t%ﬁé r%agé‘lu{% iof l&§¥el enpgrEJ &Q{fl RXI a§ té“ést’t'ﬂ? r of

har dwar e e ¢co S con per orm e speci fied

funct i ongysté§ (dedphponeits of the endividualNoiRdting BoMPdneAUf the $yatein8)fay not be
|ntegrated circuit conponents, e.g., nenory elenents, processrng el enent s,

| ogi ¢ el dessribed in Hetsil hersin. dtrthermeredthetconndciing lingsishownrin the saniqusdigures

t f f t t f .6 2005
i cr opr oSeRetiPE nsFiR afafERAdIS sTRBRP uioiy Rl P RRF el o BB
of the RbESIRIRS Uetweeﬂtth@r?arrw eleehents| 16 SRIMEE ﬁwédhhﬂﬂﬁarﬁrra%ﬁﬁﬁ% &g or
scripting l'anguage such as C, C++ Java, COBO., assenbler, PERL, or the

li ke, wi additinpalfanctional relajionshipser ptie’iswgl cqnnmtlemama)eue piesdnt mreypxagtmﬂ nation
of data s}ructures ects, processes, routines or other 5 programm ng
el enent s! *ﬁ??’ﬁé?ans?ct“%ﬁ%ﬁ?'ﬁ be noted that the present invention may enpl oy
any nunber of TePQMpREY hedesdrPHOA bfitRexkR Eragaérabctdtxﬁetﬁsntﬁe%m%hmllgﬁet;ueaﬁy
data processing, netwrk control, and t

described as pertaining to a system of electronic commerce running over the Internet. It will

20  be appreciated, however, that many applications of the present invention could be formulated.
One skilled in the art will appreciaté that the network may include any system for exchanging
data or transacting business, such as the Internet, an intranet, an extranet, WAN, LAN,
satellite communications, and/or the like. The users may interact with the system via any
input device such as a keyboard, mouse, kiosk, personal digital assistant, handheld computer

25  (e.g., Palm Pilot®), cellular phone and/or the like. Similarly, the invention could be used in
conjunction with any type of persohal computer, network computer, workstation,
minicomputer, mainframe, or the like running any operating system such as any version of
Windows, Windows NT, Windows2000, Windows 98, Windows 95, MacOS, OS/2, BeOS,
Linux, UNIX, or the like. Moreover, although the invention is frequently described herein as

30 being implemented with TCP/IP communications protocols, it will be readily understood that
the invention could also be implemented using IPX, Appletalk, IP-6, NetBIOS, OSI or any

number of existing or future protocols. Moreover, while the exemplary embodiment will be
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It should be appreciated that the particular inplenentations shown and

..described herein are illustrative of the invention and its best node and
are not intended to otherwise 10 |imt the scope of Z%N%PMtZOpﬁvention
in any way. |Indeed, for the sake of brevity, conventional data networKking,

~appl i cat i descrilieadedsepsyRein for¢hlestahie distribigibh 0N MafcbanRfdeSs Yhcialifed S¥Eh&He( 2Nd
conponents of the individual operating corrgonents of the systens) hay not
P

be descriVBEm ¢onteranlates theaiseisple oFdistribation pBanyt goods,sanicssion dnfbimationsdvern i n
t he vari ' . Al N in_are jntended to represent exenplary
0#? rr{g?@b’fk%v ggﬂﬁxﬂr gﬁ%}m%ﬂg% ?%Sﬁ‘ 1gﬁflahe

functiona at1onshPps and/ o 56‘ﬂpl I ngs between the various

el enents. |1t NossipaitiditarBQhed réspaét tiFIGUREL 1S K Buls\partRds traﬁ%itih.g‘gpﬁhess over
functi_ona] relationships -orgg@ympal connections ‘may be present 1n a
pract Pcalthe ntemet bidi ase shows iveriogspartéaninclodes foreixamplet Adirsipanyi1ps,ion of

t he exe ' ts, the.lnvention is frequently described as

pert ai nlnﬁg %%@;@Fgﬁb@ p&f‘%i??’&ﬁﬁ“’&%f@eaﬁ‘ fhRPanydd 1 Fer exampleet . 1t
Wil 20 flest prpyr KO3inadyeist, B ¥&ond b1t ¢ nesent

I nventi on, coul d, be fg?%ual l}jaut?led. gwletpgﬁ Ildlj%gﬁlygplﬁgﬁéel&g’rﬂthﬂ\?\?ﬁﬁ;égz&ea?ibgtae t hat

t he net wdiPRngialinsiitution dourthpasty 108 mdyche ashippengndso dat Fhovarisusiaeties infy
busi ness g.hnternet, an.intranet, an extranet, WAN, LAN,
satel | | té"@%&m%’ﬁﬁ%éép i‘”é‘:*?sef‘gh%?’ot}y us r}tP}eE‘E.tt”r%és 3 BeAns ohepmmunication. vistih t he
syst émn vivaelldknowr AN arfl SRt BIAC ' W Losk, -personal
di gital assistant, handheld co‘r?pﬁgfgrsmgggt e.g. ,°%éﬁ”’§ﬁ"8§f§§’ﬂ““@°@fﬁ Wity
phone an@ne®penether orimay. indudé dnyrsygtemt fopexchmeging data opthrtbadttngUsithesd) such as
conj unct |,0 ith any type of pers cqnput er, network computer,
wor kst at ?hggpwrﬂ?qn?’b%ﬂﬁﬁ’eﬁ",exﬂg?%ﬂ%n&}w apd{ar the ke unni ng any operati ng
system such aReFéy i ' ' Y pdows 2000, . W ndaws
98, W ndows 95, it e o ‘z“‘f’%%&mmaw%ﬁ@@ﬂé% raleep R¥CT ‘%)P&‘Eﬁ')%‘r‘?
al t houghPravidadrinancdrdance sithae guemplayy ahstedinaadf termekneinvaRidieiSigtem 201
it wll be readily

i npl i.th. TCP/I P i ca I's,
umtiot S oS Betomarty A0SR & SulerPLacets i erargina AbBceueh an bupec of

Appl et al foodsPa Shird\sdr! 205, : (SL or re

pr ot ocol go Mor eover, _V\%(h@?i %@h%ggﬁ'?n%mar%g@ %g)lffﬁgzr’(és’ \E/l\nlf‘ﬂﬁﬂb%”&'% Wé‘ﬁber
2005 dest ¢lepringhausafos pppreval fof menttessund aterdttidn whh theanRing SRAVGRSatts| NY a
speci al i zed extranet, éhg_ system contenpl ates the use, sale or

di stribut 15??(5\"“%’19‘?&*@8 adifthparty 24 Lesueh as #:fipangial institugions AlthoyghnthewariGushavi ng

simlar fufed aRNBhddadedds $§akE eheltRE BB or more of the parties/entities may be combined

20 (e.g., the financial institution, the clearinghouse, and the shipper of goods may be one

party/entity). Of course, the transaction could just as easily involve services and either more
or less parties than those illustrated. Each of first, second, third, fourth, and fifth parties 203,
205, 207, 209, and 211, respectively, communicate via an interactive database 213 (also
referred to as IDB) (interactive database 1107 in Figure 11 has similar functionality).

25  Furthermore, the clearinghouse is any database, system, network, or combination thereof
suitably configured to receive or transmit data, communicate with other networks or databases
or analyze the qualifications of a member of the present system. Moreover, clearinghouse
may be a separate system, incorporated into the interactive database 213, 1107, incorporated
into the shipper system 207, 1108 or any combination thereof.

30 Interactive database 213 provides an on-line database for the various parties to access to

- assist-in carrying out a transaction. For example, interactive database 213 may be stored on a

server (not shown) such that each party may access interactive database 213 via the Internet. That
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More particularly, with respect to FIGURE 1, various parties transacting

. business over 5 the Internet 113 are shown. The varlggmpartles i ncl ude,
for exanple, a first party 103, a second party 105 vemResa0P5107, a

fourth party 109, and an nth party 111. For exanple, first party 103 nmay

-De a buygg, e pan¢ cBaldt xccl@ln@a/mbe a%ta%%el 213 vlahhr\delpéﬁé >for19x¥ na‘@xnt@&cgve

financial institution, fourth party 109 nmay be a shi pper, SO on

vari ous ammuagcation. Ofrmthekmgwndatabthmeamhbmrhpiem;nedsnmgy Inmtréen ef

113 as a neans. of. conmmuni bdﬂ A“ﬁi knogin g art, ‘ésn@t er net

113 is a COIE ?’b?ystfr“sn&“ g vireless °?fﬁ’§$‘“8'8ﬂﬁ’r‘l{h PR eés‘(XA“E*ﬁ NEAOTKS{§8refia or

may i ncl ydqn@pk saﬁicemréﬂaemsmweagcoﬂﬁﬁ@n@mwﬁa&%ﬂ&t éﬂ&n’@yﬁhﬂﬁﬁshkes U as

the Internet, an intranet, an éxtranet, AN and/ or the e. Referri ng

now t & Flfmlﬁluustmtesﬁstmnemof émnmuulaatmcmedlg tbatsmtms@wmdﬁtababneﬂhhmnbt is

provi ded ,i n, accor,dan w th an exerrpl nt of the present

P vent | ofaPIS R e 1o GeuIaphoRe tah depocpain pUbHE) b iogys Todsiie, G0 T i may b

goods; a

dich as 437 R AABEbAYulla e Mty 1R ikene i O0F Eraolt MilfrchPlahdyeedfor |

cleari nghmdn’&ra&mnomnpssoval of rrenbers and interaction W|th t he bank| ng

net wor ks and shlg‘p net wor g {Ifth party, 211, ;such as C|al

i nstitution. TAUAGSGAI EREXSEP Ay e (pﬁ? Gopducting husingss wsiRgySiem 2

enti tipes, I | t (

1 nand: ai’ EeGRlife kR SR BRRIb RS pARY 207 sEalis ifttracti sﬁ%f%;%

one par 243 éegi tayweb ﬁlga)ahmsgh Imtbmeit I Ehand inputs infornshtjonsin coanextion| with nkol ve

services and either or less parties than those illustrated. Each of

first, sd@psguon ﬁst%’Z%burstnda??atyf #0% subsmity pasaysss for prpductydor exagopleqiny

211, res |V Q

ot er r oacpmeEtd i SR TRRCS it Ay 258" Gl "BatiRt R BRENECISHRiRED e

f uncti onaéquestlocks dutfttié pﬁmemaf Srodiich frof faRhérglRetiGiELY Snciher bilgéra A tts m‘iﬁﬁére m
network, or combination thereof suitably configured to receive or transmt

dat al3 co®then my@@s ion the saetr samet Riedues Wil nehthaym aeasss &9 thenlockeds outhrequested

qualific 0f 4 S n

may  be a%]isﬁe’para 'e sy%ﬁg{umcorpora{&d t}sgg\{%hgyn}e%%%éﬁg%’lﬁié%usgégﬁ%gd%e %Li{
1107, i ngdbidtiohdiroutadtifl chiifection With thesggiedmodolearinbBBusy fofApprevHIPOWRELE it
thereof. 30 Interactive database 213 provi des an on-|line database for the

various plepinghouseceppteardejeess therequestdstaps 323 and 224). rkprexemple; the pleadnghouse For

et AT e 8308 B PR B T BBl BB PR

That 28  inspection information. If the clearinghouse accepts the request, then at least one of first party

203, second party 205, or third party 207 are notified, for example (step 225). Of course,

notification could involve more parties, less parties, or different parties as well depending on the

context in which system 201 is used. Altematively, if the clearinghouse rejects the request, then

the requested information is released so that the requested information is no longer locked out.

25  Once the requested information is no longer locked out, then other parties may request a product
in connection with such released requested information.

If the clearinghouse accepts the request, the product may then be delivered to second party

205 (step 226). For example, if second party 205 is a buyer of goods, then step 226 would

illustrate the delivery of the requested product to the buyer. Payment collection is illustrated in

30 step 227, where payment may be due at the time of delivery of the request (e.g., the product) to

the buyer. For example, at least one of the clearinghouse or the shipper may request payment

from the buyer upon confirmation of delivery. Payment distribution may involve paying a fee
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23 Novenber 2005 is, each party could access interactive database 213 via a
.web site for on-line interactive communication. O cQurse, interactive

dat abase 213 may be inplenmented in any nunber of conﬁgrﬂ‘fqymbﬁf%q%ens,
i ncluding wireless communi cati on, packet switched networks (e.g., via an

-1 nt ernet WOdirst pagty 203, whese fitst 5y 203inaxeke ceehanistepad28b nfor iexampie of fifthepartys2idt |

d the Ij To 5 further ikl Vay i f.. icati i
Chat i nt el Adiapgaldnyitliclt ot w280 & 4 ifeckBho B and wELRRRLY Bavbivees, el
tops, pal theffinkfdidlidstit@GsH RS the, appRpeiate fedfiOmithe blhydf S fim tcbi@h)‘-’cﬁ‘iﬂ of tHe other

addition, such a web site may be inplenented in, for example, different
| anguagesP#ties inyolyed.f Ehus syssem g0} peoyidey onemgthodtafiirensactingoysiricas in aneartianteof

conduct i ng. i ' syst.e 01, FIGJRE. 10 2 also illustrates the
vari ouss s&e‘%gﬁFgggpﬁ?&;@g%df%gworpﬁﬁ?g?s gf”t"ﬁn accesses interactive
dat abase  213T§ ®eter, undieysedhdRRE BifferéHt QtepH fdrﬂi@fsﬁ!&inglﬂlﬁir@%‘io\‘ef‘ ﬂiétlﬁtegnet using

information in connection with the transaction (step 221). Second part
205 subnmni $ystem 2@ itds firstdelpfisl dol analyzeftbe stepsiinpoleed imgainiog aceess tomystém B01.Heor
i nputted information (s 222) . e a,request for product is submtted,
t he requ@@{”pﬁeoﬁ‘?( S _%ed{eﬁgvﬁaéﬁl%‘f%gﬁgmaﬁpﬁﬂﬂﬂfmﬂtﬁgﬂ ﬁ’r"cx%‘?"t CRPRRTERS WhHeTe
anot her banlghsers Ratifp predeiétpined aeceds Mphts ey 88dess bR uldBieficod d e R7gduct
wi Il not have access to the | ocked out” requested information, unless fhe
r equel edFIGRE Faitiusimates asfidyechgucfor lobtainihg asresls rightsdtiosiowmstive tathtmse 2118h
information is routed in cclnnecti n witE t he request.to a cle,aﬁi nghouse for
appr oval , SRIEARCE Wit an pxemplary foihodiment of the preseptinvention, \ecess fig t§1ma(ysqq;§§
223 and Zy4ded i | ' t
Cequest Heehed RAVANAZRRe e oF Rl RANG OBl B O8N er Hiredefikffibd adfess
i nspect i onghtsinay beimposed oh vatieusqlaetiasidapindingeonathe egtent dffeentrod thaestdesitdde IFoat

| east one of E.i rst Earté,[ 203, second gcﬁ*rcty 205, or_third party 207 are

noti fi ed, *ABIPIG ASESSE o MVEROns pricing, REdHClse Party oprofiiess and, thec lk§ enaynreqnire
nor e rg g ks mAE : | ' . { he
Cont ci {neaeierfied sBk . HowEher R ARpidi i deierihey Fhane SOELA ek Blih

rej ects trelevantdotetfishitpand/driseafood)imiastey] Fishf & Game, GoaitsGuaed, aratine asdfisking

t he request ed informatton is no | onger | ocked out. 25 Once the requested

i nf or mat i GHIRMEnhand the like may. patreguire predrterminebaccess ights nay request a

product in ¢ | . A s ' Lon, . .
cleari nghouseﬁg@ ?g%%%%%ﬂg@lfc%ﬁﬁggggﬁg@%% %@%%g}%égeﬁ |'§/‘3 %&ebd}’lg}gd
second pastey 30B05THespreffile@ay inchiade the buger and/of sclReBRsedMAnfoymatitn, kystein Qse¢er
of gagds, then step 226 would illustrate the delivery of the requested

produt (&8 MamSE gErserdghels At seenriticand perspns/entitipsthaying acqess such as controllers,
salespersons, buyers, and/or shipping/receiving persons), business references/contacts (e.g.,

preferred buyers and/or sellers, buyer’s custom purchase order), Hazard Analysis and Critical
Control Point (HA ACP) Compliance Certificate in accordance with Federal Drug Administration
(FDA) regulations, third party site inspection information, terms and conditions of membership
25  (eg., infoqnation regarding a designated bank, line of credit, amount/percentage of inventory for
posting, using Certified Insured Freight (CIF)), and fee structure and payment type (e.g., annual

fee, percentage of transaction, etc.), among other things.
The submitted membership application goes through an automated or manual approval
process, and is either approved or rejected (steps 303 and 305). For example, in step 303, the
30  buyer and/or seller’s profile may be verified for completehess and accuracy of information. In
addition, the third party site inspection of parties’ facilities may take into account government

health standards, facility efficiency, and the like. If the membership application is not approved
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30 step 227, where paynent may be due at the tinme of delivery of the
.request (e.g., the product) to the buyer. For exanple, at |east one of the
cl eari nghouse or the shipper may request paynent fro%;*tNﬂé’eHl%@QQéon
confirmation of delivery. Paynment distribution nmay involve paying a fee 9
.23 Novenber 2005 to first party 203, where first party 203 nay be a seller
(step 228y steprdPs.dheanthe Prospectivemembprrdogs patigair accessrightsrand ahothasnemberiship,
fourth party. 2 ' ear i,nghouse nd .t hi,rd rty.207.is.a shipper,, then
the 11 namEigadot ey b sbRReABRUE Snefing e Pliershi i 5 apPBVecins
to any ostepl3050thed fife SrospdctivdfichitRs is Mt edqSep 3013 Fot ¥RABPle 2AdifRaANA HRS One
met hod of transacting business in accordance 5 with an exenplary

embodi nekelude colipsting am annual memberskin feetforh shetprospegtive membari(etgh ahalbuyepanliir

st epse f oyt b usi ness aver the |nternet ,usin system 2Q1, it is
71 vt helsretod ISP aolal RE° SeeBiE” phosteuR oY 4 658t FE i bty Supaipe
201. For comfipteiloghe ﬂéw%&ﬁbb?,sﬁﬂl&b&l{&juli%ﬁ%ttf‘a'iﬂigé)ﬂpﬁmﬂm'@& foF BleCiRidhfedntw an
extranet environnent, where only users having predeterm ned access rights
may accemembar amorg Otherthings. Txaining mby ineludé SompferfinsBliRfiorn isshdnes of passeords,
flowchart for obtainin ccess ri,ghts to interactive database 213 jn_,

accor dan%sgls f M E%Sﬁ]ﬁ d?V“%dgﬁ’ﬁ@ﬁ’t'mb](eﬁ'hé’aﬁP%s‘@ﬁ‘int‘?rﬁ\FéH‘&y b éﬂ‘.‘mi&éé‘égs
rights nivertety WEFil"ERASHET PRfock] GWP)ERONEnd/GIRIIRS, afd/of @hﬁéﬁ&%ﬁﬁﬁ%@bas e
213; however, predeterm ned access ‘rights may be inposed on vari ous

par t1les sysisantn thg buper ard/enseler’s fdustoy (step 38D atThus, mbes arparty obtains acessno e,

access t.0, invent l£ing, products, rt rofiles, and the |ike may
require T?"bﬁ*ﬁaé{%@%ﬁ?"ﬁéhfégﬁ&égy@@h?@@saﬁbabwﬁ\@?% oyen fhs, Ingemnessing interactive
adverti siaighas¥'@ 88 hEdeallly U | r ts : &0 d/ or
seaf ood i ndtjlgt ry, Fi?#&&h@%a@%%gg%%%f , erﬁaﬁuﬁdéa%nla{eﬁcglﬂigrﬁ%ﬂaﬁéeyg]t?? B?rgnt ,
and t he tranisectrbmginesstoveetheiInernet.edet er mi ned access rights. A worl dwi de

Subm ted”  Dlnsesogs o Rgirede s dthoddey Sransae it DA uPeR BYSF sue saller
credist i{fY [HérhQive @a\f%a@@bﬁ?{ Ecco%c@an@@ vth arpg{l}?ﬁ)l% ethibolifin r*grgllnesprggem

security, and persons/entitie avli ng access contro

sal esperisvergiontisisteven. @fidéwrse, she ppthod of EIGURE Agnpebesinipidmertietsfon ans type of

refer en&es[ contacts, (e. referred buciéers and/ or sellers, buyer' sncust om
er.

pur chas USIEST fransagt ‘&ga;-ﬂ’ﬁéP igablejndustry; depending erihe negdsodthe b

r
(FDR) | r ot padition, the BheRenin AAi0h 3307 SopBbs inIEIE ityers sl el s
condi t i ame/ovfvatieusathadpartieobiftds ghost oftdndillaRidtad herei@ by BhéBuyr ded b @lledopank,

i n% of credit, anount/percentage of inventory for . .
0 simplicity. In addition, a buyer ?or other party) may be involved in multiple transactions

simultaneously, as long as the party’s' profile (e.g., credit, funds, other financial information, etc.)
is adequate. By way of illustration, one embodiment of the method in FIGURE 4 may be
implemented in the context of a buyer and a seller in the perishable food industry such as the
seafood industry, for example. For simplicity, exemplary information will be discussed in the
25  context of the seafood industry, but is not limited as such. The buyer and/or the seller access
interactive database 213 (step 401). By way of illustration, a web page 601 in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention that the buyer and/or seller may encounter in
attempting to access interactive database 213 is illustrated in FIGURE 6. The buyer and/or seller
may be required to have predetermined access rights as discussed above in order to enter
30 interactive database 213 by way of using a user identification (I.D.) code, e.g., a user I.D.,

password, 1.D. number, etc.
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posting, using Certified Insured Freight (CIF)), and fee structure and

. paynent type (e.g., annual fee, percentage of transaction, etc.}é@,Q anong
other things. The subnmitted menbership application goéd Nayem S

aut omat ed or manual approval process, and is either approved or rejected
-{steps 303 and 305). For exanple, in step 303, the 30 buyer and/or

sel | er' s pr ofTHeesellay(Spentete iriférineatio into inperpdtiot dateimse 218] sachcasrifvantddy including
information, |In_additi the third party site inspection of parties’
faciliti @50%1“@&1{@“%%(%8@8%% frgh R EhaTaciEEIsies of the Seafoed (e.g-afeshimay

ef fi ci engs, daflahbé)l Hoe- r ishj ih CnhR8n. | : o -10
23 Novenber 2005 Pn )’s!t.%p °§3gﬁf6{1ﬁ(g;?’ﬁg&§:%§%%g{a #d\l/’e me ér&gggélalgg&') gﬁq%
access r iinforrsatamde.gn ptibe quareing) énvehtopy upsiae), ibaydr infornmatipn endion kive likegstep 498)1 he
ot her _hand,, .if the nmbership application is approved in step 305, then
the pros ddtionalfe e SHle nBeY f HRdatechapge wengin pesswerdsmand, lenelsi of caseqssn

Tenber | ARl Athe iy S HGhss FESRRHIPN OR wefifer FIER 4R RUARIS RUBLLG o
passwor d tieefishing @rid/dresasfood RfIubtds FishGE Gafie, Co4st GRaArdgmarin€ aitdfidhiig équipéhtNew

menber, and/or scheduling a training appointnment for the custoner/new
nmenber, ARDIFGODE #%é?cqorm&ﬁs .mtharynmfgorrﬁa s\iang thgdike.c bnibis way, preguet|information
: . : ' . ) ;

(o g il chaREdi s subsinfal) ARESmEah B i Bl bIAKE 24 Rt ate sp r P in

Prot 080l dayskPveekitrersby alloaingall phties iddRve actBd/i@the conitinvonsl¢ UBdn@Hgahfotmatiya 10
systemto the buyer and/or seller's industry (step 309). Thus, once a party
obt ai ns &t thechanges argunade; cAlsoctheiinterpetive datpbasetmaytmisearithe sedler’s SKALnwmbers,

t ab

busi .| - USi ' ' d 13, | |
uer ous N embleCin S el BkerticR B0 ot SR 8 il e B iy may
transact upddté/clempe oatedin padewbrdtiffoRBhtionVelEls bE&RES exiRinf sOlkr aﬁd/o?FfE?%hh% for

transacting business between a buyer and a seller 15 using interactive
dat abas e Bpagl (FRE peintdllonasions,i customrze pueshpiearder inforpuition, mun oéports doracemmting,

i ion js, sh of ot thod of EI 4 be i npl t ed
For Ly Rsaobt Mes S S e, B IR PRl isBIACR B oL GOTMPUSB iR ng
on the neigstaféousicintadydrbarie dvithahé Bther method Spd inFIGURIB4Pr esent invention

may support nultiple buyers, sellers, financial institutions, and/or
vari ous ot hedhphuyer &avingabuyes prafile may search interastivedatababre? 13 usitigvanious $eaxchr

200, o, Sl bk SR it o 28 B B kS, SAGele ™
party's gipeior sfecied off seafbdd; $riexahplRAstep #05)€Tn AddMoH; tR buyef MaFBdenffy exiting)
20 se!. -s. The buyer may also select one or more products, including species, quantity, price,
fresh/frozen, packaging, and the like, and confirm the selection(s). For example, confirmation
may be in the buyer’s country currency, and include product cost, freight, CIF, tariffs, duties,
and/or transaction fees. For example, FIGURE 7 illustrates a web page 701 in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, where the buyer may enter the type of
25 seafood desired (e.g., fresh water), make an individual selection (e.g., oysters) or multiple
selections (e.g., shell fish), and purchase the desired seafood. In addition, interactive database
213 may have the capability of shipping to multiple FOB sites via different modes of
transportation, so that the buyer may select various drop shipping points. Also, the buyer may
rely on previously selected FOB sites, where interactive database 213 may re-count such
30 information.
Also, by way of illustration, a web page 801 in accordance with an exemplary

embodiment of the present invention that the buyer and/or seller may encounter in selecting



I s adequate. By way of illustration, one enbodi nent of the nethod in FI GURE
.4 may be inplenented in the context of a buyer and a seller in the

peri shablie food industry such as the seafood industr33 Noyembes908. For
simplicity, exenplary information will be discussed in the 25 context of
-the seafood industry, but is not limted as such. The buyer and/or the

sel | er aceness morapeaduetsiiy Hlugaatad i EIGURE 85 tVéeb prge 801 Blentifigs e biydrastSami on,

b 601 ] i t.h | nbodi f. th t
ovent | orF it c8 P a8 RRSs Yt Pl BB AR R BRTENHA Sledha potintete
access i NheludingitHepRALabase pddidginy (elgl, YRbI/ALEHh), dualilyoiiEin SlabdiNguaAHKE hind

and/or seller may be required to have predeterm ned access rights’as
di scussedPriggPeepoundy farexamplee Qfqouse, asidissussed rbavedthe semplagyldnbmdimenys arfe

i ' i fi ' . D . Q. . 1. D. , d, |.D.
nonber . angbaiEialhe baRbt R el B RSty s fuchePartiinormaion ASRER! [ e o
| nt er act i hegeifl AfouRBBEdiffbfont 5164t edSn oféE HdRtHed d(}?kh&h@% tHeVarBGS ndeBE OF tHRE | ON,

SKU nunbers, fresh or frozen characteristics the seafood (e.g., fresh
may be oﬁ@p@ﬁfﬂm) lln We?rplamf_rmdin(em, gonfirsying theshoigermay liadlude, adtdhugm)n,
col I oqui a .c.). sales, infornmation {e. rice, . qu [, . I nvent or
updat g), %%gl?’pf’ GO Whre QFF&?%}VC%H@&}SF%@ E@f@ﬁ"%b@}’&%ﬁﬁﬁfoﬁpm lF‘y?/ t he
sel | er ”ﬁ')bﬂﬁé&i'ﬁh%ﬁhﬁ_@%ﬁyﬁ:e 'F*o?hfh:ﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁ@&ﬂ%{ g@g{gk@&’ ﬁxbﬁiﬁg\l\%lg?ﬁgsflﬁcarﬁolns or

identify/ugdate exi sting buyers, access I'n tion o ul'es and
r egull@t i el to chstomers having nnatiple business dovdtions. Ip afldicdn, thelpridermay bé confifmé&he,
Coast CQuar rarin d fi.shi equi pnent, . run repgoLrts for accounting,

i nvent or 9“33??85 &F o@ﬁf%& i %{ﬁg‘ fggrea'"ﬂitwgg‘ac?‘?f‘ feiin Hﬁ/&??"“ﬁ‘ﬁ‘iﬂ&‘&f’y iSITPBFRRt i%bn
and changgsp 901 i FIGURRY Akth i @ﬂ’@h K ce 24
hours a C!aé lgi\gg 7 éeven %g days&ém\%g@%sst e ebyﬁgkfc%hgﬁ%pg%fﬁbﬁe?i es to
have accdstormatiomhia acoordamgovish gn exempdary gmibodiorentiof the preasnt ilventémnBes ar e
made. Al so tre iFtera&hi‘}fe dat&base maé mrror, the seller!s SKU nunpers,
for examfFRTPIenWsP aage Y displpys the Peduct §zs. RacksgingnaualibRtigine labrlo Auantisy in
addi jkon, ( VA : Al oL unforpation,
evel'd. o L, BHYE her poim HeightRARE SepAARG ToERIAL T SaEBCe, b

poi nt s/ | dnfarmaticn, payraéntroprions) ofdep dawe, anddielivérp datemiificotrse, varioteghért s f or
accountig!gfe 15 . inventory, and/ ?r sales, and/or the like, for exanple. Step

403 may dHORatHNAY SRS lternapvely hedisplasd fspsnding opths infusiev and/ernsefer ot her
nmet hod s ' e bt I N e f i r.ch

i nt eract f‘@{e?ahg]?cargggeé%%s& silﬁlg‘gl 9\%? {ergggt\ég.egp g?ll%!%? {nto[e?{lé?éd? k@ﬁ@ﬁgggﬁ%rai ce,
quant i t y sedureshivironniengdnteractioe dathlease 313 may edquirt eonfirafacion of the bped! syrsonald/ or

20  identification (I.D.) number, for example.

In step 407, once the buyer confirms the selection (i.e., buys the product), then
interactive database 213 confirms the purchase by placing a hold on the product in accordance
with the information confirmed in step 405 above. Placing a hold on the product/inventory
removes it from the inventory available for sale. By way of illustration, in FIGURE 10, an

25  exemplary web page 1001 illustrates inventory that has been updated to reflect the buyer’s
confirmed choice for purchase in FIGURE 9. In this way, the inventory placed on hold
reflects the confirmed choice made in the exemplary web page in FIGURE 9. At this point,
interactive database 213 transmits the order information to a clearinghouse. The order
information may include the buyer, species purchased, quantity, price, packaging, destination

30  of order, and/or the seller, among other information. In addition, in step 407, the
clearinghouse transmits information to at least one of the buyer’s bank, the buyer, and the

seller. For example, the buyer’s bank may be in the buyer’s country of origin, where the bank
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type or species of seafood, for exanple (step 405). In addition, the buyer
_may identify existing 20 se' -s. The buyer may al so ng ct o %@

products, including species, quantity, price, fresh/ QEE anng, and
the like, and confirmthe selection(s) For exanpl e, confrrnatron may be
-4 n the buye untr currenc ncl u roduct reight, CF,
Lari s, oherkine Sk Aesieraal webi gnd viaties HeJRsgs S hipiE i drediien poordance
|11 ustratyggy ﬁ,evrﬁryerpsa&aeﬁGrﬂhelbrry@r%aro@ear‘eerﬁerytr&emn m&&r&@g@od' ment of

the present invention, where the buyer may enter t type 0 seaf ood
desired (cenfirmatione(elg., wmeicc)rommhml)eﬁ'om tlﬂrchadnglhouse:lpendmgmrd& igformatica, er s)
or nultiple, selections (]E l%(g gl pur,chase the desired

seaf ood. SPRCISHANENY, PrichRarkaging, ‘B%}P&Hgg’é“a“ﬂ e. ﬁa?eﬁﬁ'&@%"q PECJESBABRIP| t y of
shi ppisng dagyMatld thPlige FOB sites via different nodes of transportation, so
that the buyer may sel ect various drop shipping points. Al so, the buyer may
rely on prevr o'ﬂml s;llems emttmcltu&l@olshga&:ﬂ novwoesel m\mnmnt comeckidgrowih ¢he213 may

re-count such |h .or mat illustratjon, a web page 801
in accor PYHEES Wth‘ alis poY rnéhymteﬁ%a.dﬁeheearhepmc 'ﬁFeé%"éWF databasstnlases Bhat

t he buyen, s r. 2005 one
or nore ppgd;%%l?‘gehr lljéf?t?’g;ﬁ@%%i@r% &ﬁl‘:ﬁ@%bwage ’EBS’ Hes the

buyer as cofimeotioRiwithnthe Buyel's Gadet wild dotrheyvhitabte fbalsalettSotheﬁBmﬁ?s/pérﬁéﬁs Néat the
buyer has selected to purchase i ncl udi ng the roduct si ze, gacka gi ng
(e.glo0 @éfq‘ﬂwwleﬂ)sm epAsite W eﬁ\"—!@ﬁ‘?“)’qfétfé?d“ 'qaaprpr@d/ steprfti 1).pThe warfous

Erbod! niﬁfésﬁé?@“ Br a0k T s HRACHER FLIR A BB R ety o

such, vamnypoatstantlingmeddunnisides retdupingcbfipayen, aithellike Fod dxanp, iy vari ed
I n other |ndustr|es dependrng on the various needs of that specific
i ndust r y detepmingtion pgardingthe buyassereditmay beompde vir aghipRer finasiciab institationc| ude

ddi t
vor | dui S sepoat s et A prel BRI SRS oS T0R RReaR bR BB e ¢ e
buyens mapubher’ecredit isiappvediGtepess). Psrakh@pR, Be valosalotificatisiscotevigavi ng
mul tiple business |ocations. In addition, the price may be confirned

i ncl udi nglestroniganaik &x, telephpag ptherelectzonic methads mailopr the dikenIn m;hmcr fied

pur chase toHEA ey G R ARARoR ebaldihd bl soHd WkChmbine o oSt "
exenpl ar ye. ﬁnhud.beredrtpoaﬁdstdf@ems&aeﬁﬁcelowemrbdm.t th®date Eﬁf@ﬁﬁk%f thedaldage 901

di spl ays t roduct, size packagr ng, quality, orr(? l'abel’, quantity in
pro;ected ship date, and the like. If the buyer’s credit is approve then the cleannghouse

20  directs the shipper financial institution (e.g., bank) to place a hold on the buyer’s account (e.g.,
funds) in accordance with the buyer’s order. As such, placing a hold on the buyer’s account
and/or funds reduces liability and other complications for the parties awaiting payment (e.g.,
the seller, the shipper, and/or interactive database 213), because the funds may be guaranteed
by the financial institution (e.g., an insured bank). Moreover, the shipper financial institution

25 may be one or more national and/or international banks that may expedite transfer of funds, so
that the complexities of using international currency may be addressed by using interactive
database 213. On the other hand, if the buycr’s.credit is not approved, then the hold placed on
the inventory and/or the buyer’s account (e.g., funds, credit, etc.) is released so that other
buyers may request the released inventory (step 415). In addition, the buyer may resume

30 searching interactive database 213 in order to attempt another transaction. '

The method of FIGURE 4 continues in FIGURE $ further illustrating the method for

transacting business between the buyer and the seller using interactive database 213 in
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15 pounds, price per pound, freight price per pound, total prices, total

.-sale price, shipping information, payment options, order date, and
delivery date. Of course, various other information %%9'%{%’839(5@005

alternatively be displayed depending on the |ndustry and/ or use for which

“provi do. osBbERE By Ehelnpii OB RN BF s PPtpspkenion DBl Rashgh e '
conf i r mabiy s@teditisa 7;5;»;«:5@5& 50ﬂh@ftﬁ@ﬁl%hnng’ﬂbulséjﬁﬁfotlﬁb@ﬁiStQ:MI(B' tHe dled}méheﬁse for
exanple. In_ste once the buyer confirms the selection é:s , buys the
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405" abov e GIF et bptdbeR % SEREE intimheion Gusbrto g1 B b BB R At o

| nvens or yneofahé lyes, thokelledlop theBkippeymay alsb'xﬁlﬁlﬁdeaépbﬁfymg glcﬂxﬂfﬂzdélﬁae nan 25
exenpl ary web page 1001 illustrates inventory that een updated to

reflect temes fuyhs SI'BPPCC e pmtmﬂwcsaaddwssmﬁckma& brumenfa umagon sach 45 s

way, the edo hol d f ts the.confi,r de in
e exenpdieS Wiy oo 3h il esiite apd (63 LS Eonimi Prp ol ot FoEh BhiG as e
213 t ranﬁrm/érsselléte(e%r ‘i')%ddcf‘fc@srt "Bibjeered SRipmett ®a¢, e@ﬁ@h’@ﬁoﬂf?ﬂ@ tBE fi&pector for
informati on may include the buyer, species purc hased, quantity, price,

packagi n§IF teinspeqtthe prodot tofe @hlppqrd Em@kmphhélesbiplparma)amh@e@tmqpr

f dditi 4 I
|t of G FEPoEBFfit 62 2ogar 5Re (e, Bekpent opsinf Bn0REURHSERart R Em, so
sel l er. {nat medmtient W&ﬁ\ﬂﬂyﬁhsﬁoﬁéﬂﬂlerﬁbﬁ&?nﬂa? UeQ@alﬁ%YeerFu?th‘éP‘{Hé §Hipir
origin, where the bank -13 23 Novenber 2005 checks the buyer's de5|gnated

account may pravide ClFstothielp insyea qealayarddabute the bujier. Antmcsamcaﬁmmehlpmngma he
buyer'.s d/ or ceive infor n.i ncl udi ng
con1 1 maC Toipapess dabity i fAtcPimalEaads K57 BHET RTe G hy OSBRSS ng
order i n§auEEE hoWi, etc $ RESH @ moke aefeb&xwtwegﬁe%t toRfié ngfne& wxﬂme%tve by
information (e.g., destination, proj ected ship 5 |k . The
sel | &Y i msuronde: Sitpisl 1 mayphlso gmtudd imteractive datdtasé Zﬂ/EBamﬁn;amgrthc ummtxbmmd/vi th

|t er ao SeSmERR beldnabEBET s Fonda R herne ke By PRSP O Do <

order ( Sieﬁ@r 4.9@%)1(‘3 sl'hepetr Ik megﬁc?jectéa‘@ﬁlﬂk%ﬁh%gepg.b%@ﬂ&‘? ok BelfVerf dﬁﬂéeetpjyer S

order will not or sale to ot yers/ parties.
det er m nhtonerembodinaeht ofi thetpresedtanvention rotifying at bast ioael of the buperpthe\selier; ot ep

411). Th
) the sﬁi&:lpgruoccurs essentially instantaneously.

20 Interactive database 213 creates an invoice, such as a numbered invoice for a
transaction fee, and the seller creates an internal accounting of the transaction (e.g., record,
bill of material, such as species, weight, and/or packaging) and prepares the product for
shipment (e.g., in accordance with interactive database’s 213 specifications and materials
packaging) in step 519. Once the product is ready for delivery, the inspector for CIF is

25 notified of the upcoming inspection and/or projected shipment date and inspects the shipment
(step 521). In addition, the shipper creates a bill of lading, the material is picked-up for
delivery to the buyer, and the seller creates an internal accounting (e.g., accounts receivable).
By way of illustration, in the past, delivery of payment may have been within 30-120 days
from creation of an account receivable, whereas, in accordance with an exemplary

30 embodiment of the present invéntion, payment may be within about 24-48 hours from creation
of the account receivable. Of course, payment may be faster or slower depending on the

technology available for transfer of funds, for example. The seller may reduce inventory,
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informati on for approving the buyer's credit may include credit history,
.current credit limt, any outstanding account issues ecoupi n

paynent, and the like. For exanple, the determ natiofd b@dﬁpﬁ%%%oﬁ%e
buyer's credit may be nmade via a shipper financial institution, e.g., a
. bank. As such, the shipper financial institution may notify the

cl eari nglbegﬁae,raé}aiacgkihg,ahamuuﬁé,' s credit is approved (step 413). For
exanpl e, the various notifications could be via electronic nmail, fax,

tele P_ho ne, ot Hde S_bimgfnd;éﬁm the:preduet to thei huyenfe.g.rould b@ea; mu&tixalqr'irqﬂ nnr'n]ms)
of the. pradtinF ey g oflphe e, A -A10RRR 1 Beb o5 DS alnelh e iy

t he dat e canditibhs'6f thé biiyee’ s émbersHif terink 0the pioddesividelivkdBwitlin @ spbdfitd time |
the buyer's credit is approved, then the clearinghouse 20 directs the

shi ppér ¢ Hedequested destination.oFor example, B Prker may requiseshipmentof the produch within s
account (g..d. f I_n. accardance wth,t buyer's otder. As ch,

ol aci ng St hab e pieupe 62 RA s Waer) OF G b i Bmd BT WFY ) anc
ot her congquestad destinaticti mhy Qafycfor e bAYEr depertti RRBA B tern did condifibnsSTthe
the shipper, and/or interactive database 213), because the funds nmay be
guar ant edgyersmembership sgrisar some othen spesifigdaneans. Imadditian; ene buyek nay bveover

e T R R
conpliexi bhusifiesainestisl N thidpBirddathe BREr nfay dcB&}t Yh _])pd?ﬁ (@gldEigs RGP B 143ing§

interactive database 213. Ch the othér hand, | e buyer's credit 'S not
appr oved Onch the transadtioh ds gdmplett, the shipper natifies thergleaxinghause.t Tibe degrnghsusec count
(e.qg., fund redit, .etc.).i s released so that other  buyers . request
e’ ot o 00es it BRvbia ok i ipdienis i € oo s <Proten 5P S5, Asdisrioio
sear chi ngbovd| BAGhe By edBIARR $Enotikidd! the BUPKR's Bapk #hdyrERAseARObUNRE s R3S act i on.
The met hod of FIGURE 4 continues in Fl E 5 further illustrating the

met hod f deposititherfinds inrthe shipperds fndretahinstitution (& gy én thabuyertseosstry ef usi ng

i nteractive, database 213 in -14 23, Noyenber 2Q05 accordance, with an

exen'.d ar Jesiepesl; ?@F“BF ‘f‘ﬁg“b"r’ess"éfﬂ“ 0 PRnT oy .%acﬁeﬁg'l“gpﬁ eBmMer s
credit i gndBeHdRYGHA f%%i&&kaigrééﬂ?enﬁ %&@Qﬂﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ iﬁ!?i&dt{oin%ﬂd kR iRfeRRi0d 3. the
cl eari nghouse notities at 1 east one of the buyer, seller, shipper,

i nt er act databasethaitathe pagRenta mehyt beemadesipeed] timef arraltetriatively Within 4 specifipgr oved

buyer's arder .i.nfornation (ste 17) .. ourse, potifyi t . leasf 5 one
of the bipgHne ALISPQIRY, a’eobuyfﬁégé‘ﬂg ‘i’fﬁ’g’rcs l%ﬁ"é’gg?‘ﬁ& I‘}{?ﬂg’%s‘ﬁ’é@itfaﬁé?b‘spi ckup
and del i ¥ghpletd €r M8 for the shipper (e.g., product, seller's address,

packagi ng, buyer's information such as
20 Finally, the clearinghouse directs the shipper’s financial institution to send payment to

at least one of the seller, the shipper, and interactive database 213, in their respective countries
of origin (step 527). Once again payment may be within about 24-48 hours from creation of
the account receivable. Once interactive database 213 receives payment, interactive database
processes the payment (e.g., credits the invoice/transaction fee) and the relevant inventory is
25  deleted from the hold inventory leaving only transactions not completed. Once the transaction
between the buyer and the seller is completed, the buyer may either exit access to interactive
database 213 or proceed with another transaction. Of course, one or more parties may access
interactive database 213 at any time having real-time access to relevant information.
FIGURES 4 and 5 provide an exemplary embodiment of a method of the present invention for
30 transacting business between a buyer and a seller. Of course, the method may involve
multiple buyers, sellers, and/or various other parties. In addition, the various steps are not

illustrated in order, but rather provide one exemplary embodiment of one exemplary
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address and/or drop shipnment points, and the like); confirm ng purchase
.terms for the buyer and/or seller (e.g., product, cost, projected shipnent
date, etc.); and notifying the inspector for CF to 23dswemhei08oduct to
be shi pped. For exanple, the shipper may include a najor 10 transporter for
«air, sea, and/or land (e.g., Federal ExpresssM and/or United Parcel

Ser vi cestransactidf betviddn ahuyer &id 4 sellent worl dwi de transport of the product may
be avail able. Further, the shipper may provide CIF to help insure a

qual ity prodieferring nowetodiGRIRE hk, aspssers d 41 illusteateseni expinplgrytransacipi-betager e s

liabilit el C | | cati-ons. for.the other .parti .(e.q.. the.seller,
e actd 08 4303 Hndc® TR oS Wng 8, idreiRee fiseRlap 87 od Sotidpemb L SiChn £
the shi paRplan Ehbb&nfeﬂt/@ﬂtﬂd?ﬂéyen_lﬁwleﬁtﬁiﬁf OFCBurs&itBPbuLY arithor sélled thaly be Ifme
i nteractive database 213 confirm ng the transaction and confirmng the

hol d Son Yasieupeapmtries wonldividetand ladditiayally, theteamiy baont drumerh duyensysélieys. apd/one
buyer, | | er.. and/or .shi r of.the proj.ected.delivery ter e.g...

pr oduct ,‘)%E%SQ%@%?Z?Q%@F Qn@ﬁ%ﬁ?meyygu_s trﬁ‘ﬁaégﬂgs'e%&e Fﬁteﬁﬁp%f)tf OF@ EF%@&WB“

i nvent i chetwerpliseflyr NI3adnd ager 1 @BQrfllusiifted Hyirious R thvalsteds. Sler 110 pSds PPET
occurs essentially instantaneously. 20 Interactive database 213 creates an
i nvoi ce,in¥entorydy imphtimgdnfsomatinrointeintesactive databassald07 owhére énteractiivet databast | er

' | ' f ' . 0., d, il] of
o + a1 1107 gy e i R Beangl e 1213 o ds RS e, il of i st °
product o huesEtdipardate érR: &F- mork &oﬂﬁ&??ﬂ%ﬂ@ﬁcﬂetdatabﬁgfgﬁ G?O[E]sitéﬁel 198 6R&Kuyer 213

specifications and materials packaging) in step ce the producCt is
ready f orl08e¢leareand canfiems perphase of orfear n@irépriodu@s; thespedifietinevdntary is logkedoung

[ ti d/ ject ed shi t dat d.i t h hi t
5530 1 P RuBReEhn BB A Siiptet 1I0E ByuER Ciar n iprRLoRa hPpRe R CE R ederel s
pi cked- tgxpréass , dlitedPaycel Servit@shWy&lor tRNke) ARy %hl.#d%,ra FeLmpRous@ N 09 ¥ySle

I
e
accounting (e.g., accounts receivable). B§/ way of illustration, in tﬁg
past, deindioeppe of moag/bankt ! Ith gydtemethabassociate with sBipp22Dl 08asystemf r om cr eat i on

o o3 o e e hB SR o kSRl )RR RSB e
o 9B L2 15 cafle e Mo i SAGEUBEL . SR Pl B B O
funds, fouyertsdif$ dund$én deyérts barky (.0 acexiome bank, yor -example) hosepbE242005
AR M NNV M P C RTER G
out inventory is released. Once the locked-out inventory is released, other buyers/parties may
20  select and/or purchase the specified ir_wentory. Seller 1103 ships the product(s) via shipper 1108
to buyer 1105 (step 1125). Buyer 1105 accepts the product(s) (e.g., accepts the delivery and/or
signs for the delivery) in step 1126. Optionally, clearinghouse 1109 directs bank 1113 to obtain
the money from buyer’s bank in Mexico and directs bank 1115 to make payment to the seller
1103 in the seller’s country of origin (e.g., USA). Finally, bank 1111 pays interactive database
25 1107 and shipper 1108 in order to complete the transaction (step 1128). System 1101 is
alternatively illustrated in a process flow diagram 1201 in FIGURE 12 in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. Process flow diagram 1201 illustrates various
parties on the x-axis and time/sequence on the y-axis, where the various arrows correlate to the
method steps of FIGURE 11.
30 Thus, the present invention allows for substantially real-time exchange of information
between parties. Of course, the present invention may also be implemented using existing

bulletin boards, auctions, known multiple buyer and/or seller procurement systems (e.g., via the
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within a specified period of tinme (e.g., 24-48 hours) in step 523.
..Depending on the terns and conditions of the buyer's Qgggpr hi rms, the
product is delivered within a specified time 5 to the? EgﬁEH%Ob
destination. For exanple, a buyer may require shipnment of the product
-within 24 to 48 hours fromthe tine the order was placed. O course the
speci f i ednfetri¥®), andithelike. ASUURM 1BE irflRAGid s HeBn HE¥riN& Nerdi rw'ﬁ?ﬁ?e B4668b th
depending on the terns and conditions of the buyer's nenbérs |5 terns %r
sone ot h@ppensed dravang frgumes it will ba@ppretisted thanhthelsogpsrof theeyinvemvien ismatao findtedone

i i f ti . d i N . d dj. ng. h h
Lo L2t Ly R Ao SR R bR o BB AERR ) iR i Ra Rt o wibod e
(e.9., sidiRudsBE hbrein'may bd RshieRahout d3pERink ARGt theeﬁa%%eoﬂe%fﬁ?emb@rﬁﬁg, 555535 e

shi pper notifies the cl earinghouse. The cl eari nghouse 'notities t

bank o iferth trathe appended blaims: ansaction is conplete (step 525). As di scussed
above, once the buyer's bank is notified, the buyer's bank may rel ease the
buyer's funds, deposit the funds in the shipper's financial institution
(e.g., in the buyer's country of 15 residence), and restore the buyer's
credit information. For exanple, depending on the terns and conditions of
various agreenents between the financial institution and the interactive
dat abase host, the paynents may be made in real tine or alternatively
within a specified tineline. At this point, the buyer's bank notifies the
cl eari nghouse that the funds transfer is conplete. 20 Finally, the

cl eari nghouse directs the shipper's financial institution to send paynent
to at least one of the seller, the shipper, and interactive database 213,
in their respective countries of origin (step 527). Once again paynent may
be wi thin about 24-48 hours fromcreation of the account receivable. Once
interactive database 213 receives paynent, interactive database processes
the paynent (e.g., credits the invoice/transaction fee) and the rel evant
inventory is 25 deleted fromthe hold inventory | eaving only transactions
not conpleted. Once the transaction between the buyer and the seller is
conpl eted, the buyer may either exit access to interactive database 213 or
proceed with another transaction. O course, one or nore parties nmay access
interactive database 213 at any tine having real-tine access to rel evant
information. FIGURES 4 and 5 provide an exenpl ary enbodi nent of a method of
the present invention for 30 transacting business between a buyer and a -
seller. O course, the nmethod may involve nmultiple buyers, sellers, and/or
various other parties. In addition, the various steps are not illustrated
in order, but rather provide one exenplary enbodi nent of one exenpl ary
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-16 .23 Novenber 2005 transaction between a buyer and a seller. Referring
_ohow to FIGURE 11, a system 1101 illustrates an exenplary transaction
between a seller 1103 and a buyer 1105 using an int eZ&&QV@mbﬁit?é)@@se 1107
in accordance with an exenplary enbodi mrent of the present invention. O
.course, the buyer and/or seller may be from5 various countries worl dw de,
and additionally, there may be one or nore buyers, sellers. and/or other
parties/entities involved in various trarGpatMsns. Different aspects of the
transaction tween seller 1103 and buyer 1105 are illustrated in various
met hod st eps. Uisslaimeddsinost s i nventory by inputting information into

i nteractive databa .| . ive database. 1107, may be part of
an ext rane'(tP (gf ep ?‘I“Qﬁ?‘zg%r%é%}l!@égﬁ@%%\%?r m?&lsqfége%q g‘@f%a%‘ﬁﬂ subnits
10. a requ2st selierjuohphishe thgegyof™or e products via interactive database

1107 (step,1122). Once buyer 1105 selects and confirns purchase of one or
more produdts, thePEyiding arintsrantive database Sor areimsiintaractivei communi¢agions on

hol d). A shipper 1 . e .. an. internatiqgnal .shi r, such as

Feder al E?(lpr ess", ;%m‘?‘éé&ﬁg% %gpggé?eﬁqgégﬂ%?as&ﬁ& Sresiyiae P’Bﬁ@}mﬁ‘?& D nel ude a
cl ear i nghofise carifetticywite Atrangidief; one or nore bank 1111 systens that
associate with shipper 1108 system 15 The cl eari nghouse 1109 may either

approve or®reject M§¥ings requst for o ppushict inecopuectinn vath the inputted Afprmatich,

cl eari nghosise [oves. the prospective purchase, a, hold may, be pl aced
on buyer Z 11%%1% B‘ utﬁggeq%ﬁﬁgf&tgF pgodggﬁgc é’."ﬁ?‘{% rﬁqﬁ?ﬁ@é‘r‘puﬁé’ﬁ‘g‘?m@g‘Pnéxaml e)
in step 1124. Al tgsu6a iintshﬂaﬁoh}‘in EABREGSHONRN B rddiB:3t {08l ae&:ﬁlggwsgff'oﬁ 1105

prospective purchase, then the | ocked- out inventory is re sed. Once the
| ocked- out? i népmeal.ywhesein ghecelearinghautsh acceptsyor rejtqisitie requestbase@ on theect and/ or

pur chase &(ge g{?}%(r:,i fi{/@({ inventory. Seller 1103 ships the product(s) via
shi pper 1108 _"T°0 BEYBHS1105 (step 1125). Buyer 1105 accepts the product(s)

(e.g., actepts thendlghingQt kead¥ié 8F a sEbSEISthE BliydrendliRk it step 1126.
Optionally, cl earirrllgﬁzt?\ée 1109 di r%étg&gank ﬁer%&(:molg%qg{r%&ﬂ%ghe money from

buyer's bbhk Fflearinghpuss agerptsithe eequestpandk 1115 to make payment to the seller
1103 in t seller's country of qrigjin (e.g., U . Finally, bank 1111 pays
i nteractiVe databaS&a35e ‘!‘é"lﬁa?ﬁ%ﬁ'ﬁ%‘&‘?%&goﬁ‘ ﬁpt%? plepringhoussseiestsahe he

transactipn (fdgfext.1128). System 1101 is alternatively illustrated in a
process flow diagram 1201 in FIGJRE 12 in accordance with an exenplary
enbodi mentS of the present invention. Process flow diagram 1201 illustrates

vari ous par;t,\'ges op, t he x-a¥i s. and_ tjne/sequence on the y-axis, where the
vari ous arrowd cor method gf ¢lgim 1, further comprising at least one of the steps of:

' placing a hold on the buyer’s funds at the buyer’s bank in connection with the

requested information;

releasing at least a first portion of the buyer’s funds from the buyér’s bank to a
shipper financial institution;

releasing at least a second portion of the buyer’s funds from the shipper
financial institution to the sellef via a second shipper financial institution; and

releasing at least a third portion of the buyer’s funds via at least one of the
shipper financial institution, the second shipper financial institution, or a third shipper

financial institution to the interactive database.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the method further includes providing at least

one of the buyer’s bank, the shipper financial institution, the second shipper financial
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met hod steps of FIGURE 11. 30 Thus, the present i nvention allows for
_Substantially real-tine exchange of information betwee arties,

course, the present invention may al so be inpl enent e\(lj\f%&oﬁﬁ ripp,%

bul l eti n boards, auctions, known nultiple buyer and/or seller procurenent
.systens (e.g., via the -17 23 Novenber 2005 Internet), and the I|ike.

Al t hough the invention has been described herein wwth reference to the

appended draw ng,.fj.qure it wll be appreci.at.ed t.hat .the ope of the
nvention i s nEuonor tedird Shipper finenkial snstichtion griginring ilifieEntpouates.

i npl enentation of various conponents and nethod steps discussed herein may
be made wi thout departing fromthe spirit and scope of the invention, as
set 5 forth i theTkeppethdédf clan 25 wh@8inNbe exettexd fBADBEr ifitldddsHroViding iasleast
clained is: 1 1. t hod for transacting busi ness over a npetwork between a
buyer and a 2°’é°é?'%lﬂéer ,“y(?Br’r%“r fedleh @r thfinteractiye g?‘a@’sBPBﬁF@P "‘a‘ﬁ#&?ﬂbr active
dat abase for O&ub{rﬁg. interactive communications; 4 allowi ng access to the
interactive database and receiving information in 5 connection with a
transaction; 6 receiving a request for a product in connection with the

inputted inforpatiqna, 7. .wherein the request, for the produyct |ocks oqut the
request ed - pr odtict ?ﬂ?edPﬁIHP?‘Bf\?la‘énﬁ ﬁ’g“’i“?ﬂrﬁi%efpféﬁppﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁséﬁometh t he

request to a ChfRphd iﬂgélg%gcgﬁhuggcgggggﬁg gxéﬁ@%ﬁei n the clearinghouse

accepts or rejects the request on t buyer's profile; 11
notifying at |east one of a shipper, the buyer, and the seller, if the 12

cl eari nghouse cceg@}s th retq)ée.st' and 13 rel easing the requested product
i nformation ifothe CICSBFNAGRbEAEN | eVBerels thygiep Qﬁn‘?‘%ﬁ%ﬂ‘ leagtmpng of 3 Rkippest hod
of claim1l, fUugtBiferGAARKE SAIRE ifthe! FfihgiiSe Aceptd heifeqlet, Yomprises at least

one of the steps of:

-

specifying pickup and delivery terms for the shipper;

notifying the buyer of the approval of the request and specifying the purchase
terms; . | '

delivering at least one of a good or a service to the buyer; -

generating a delivery confirmation and sending the delivery confirmation to
the clearinghouse; and

collecting a payment from a financial institution, and distributing the payment

to at least one of the interactive database and the seller.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of notifying at least one of a shipper,

the buyer, and the seller occurs substantially real-time.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of accessing the interactive database

includes having predetermined access rights.

0. The method of claim 8, wherein the step of having predetermined access rights
includes at least one of collecting an annual fee from at least one of the buyer and the

seller, obtaining at least one password, or preparing a user account.
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pl acing a hold on the buyer's funds at the buyer's bank in connection with
. the requested information; releasing at least a fi rs_é1 ortiaon of the
buyer's funds fromthe buyer's bank to a shipper finah&oyemberid008: i on:
rel easing at | east a second portion of the buyer's funds fromthe shipper
.financial institution to the seller via a second shipper financi al
institution; and releasing at least a third portion of the buyer's funds
via at |east one of the shipper financial institution, the second shipper
financial institution, or a third shipper financial institution to the
interactive database. 3. The nethod of claim2, wherein the nethod further
i ncl udes provil@i ng The methed of elaisn b whereintihs request fanalprodustissmcamectidni widnci al
institution, e nd.shi pper financial -19 23 Novenber 2005 institution,
or the third ts‘%%%%ﬁé’%f‘ﬁﬂ‘éﬁ% al institution originating in different
countries. 4. The nethod of claim2, wherein the nmethod further includes
providing at | east one of the buyer, the seller, or the interactive
dat abase ori gilhat i ddeimetbiod 6falaint 1, whenein thesep &f subimitting b hayiesyfored prodct
further conprising the step of limting access to the on-line interactive
communi cat i oném\]i‘i“%séﬂg‘@ﬁwgﬁé"tq}‘e%. °W’e§'ﬂ@{r’r’i835?9?°°& aim1, wherein the step
of notifying at | east one of a shipper, the buyer, and the seller, if the
cl eari nghouse accepts the request, conprises at |least one of the steps of
speci fyi ng pi dRup dihe nueshod/efglaitrel,ivhereain thehiatesdvitivp databasefisi ifnplengentddeaisingy er
of the appr ov%l of ttlhe re uesat and sgec.i fying the purchase terns;
del i vering at SEESTEnt 1appgyages 1q diffeient sPUHTIES i ce to the buyer: generating a

delivery confirmation and sending the delivery confirmation to .the

cl eari nghouse; and collecting a paynent froma financial institution, and

di stributing ihe pdhaemthod of cdaim kadteronthedfuyetiepiofitecinelatié¢sva Idstalbase and

the seller. . . . . A . .
. credit information, system user information, business reference information, an

HAACP Compliance Certificate, third party site inspection information, transaction

terms and conditions, and payment type.

14. A method for transacting busih_ess over a network between a buyer and a
sellér, comprising the steps of:

providing an interactive database for on-line interactive communications;

receiving information for the interactive database in connection with a
transaction; |

receiving a request for a product in connection with the received information,
wherein the request for the product locks out the requested product information;

routing information in connection with the request to a clearinghouse for
approval, wherein the clearinghouse accepts or rejects the request based on the
buyer’s profile;

notifying at least one of a shipper, the buyer, and the seller, if the
clearinghouse accepts the request; and

releasing the requested product information if the clearinghouse rejects the

request.
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7. The nethod of claim1l1, wherein the step of notifying at | east one of a
_Shipper, the buyer, and the seller occurs substanti aH% real -ti raz) 8. The
nmet hod of claim 1, wherein the step of accessing the gEef 2092 abase

i ncl udes havi ng predeterm ned access rights. 9. The nethod of claim 8,
.wherein the step of having predeterm ned access rights includes at |east
one of collecting an annual fee fromat |east one of the buyer and the

seller, obtaining at | east one password, or preparing a user account. -20

23 Novenber 2085 10Thernethedefrbaimdid, fyrtherrampriting dilenst ore ofdhe sisps 06r a
product is‘in conn J: i I'\ﬁ 3 i X :

claim1, wherein tﬁ’gédsl?%?)w%lglagb%m t?%g&ggra {e{g’gggi& obra‘&%mpr%glﬁgf&p‘?ﬁg%edes
subm tting a requeswet informationpanount of seafood. 12. The nmethod of claim1,

wherein the interactive database is inplemented using different |anguages
in different count rrel€asinga leashafisstportian of theibuyer sifundsem;the buverishpak e a

profile incl uc; gltﬁﬁﬁ%fa{! g’?@ﬁ%@ft, credit information, system user

i nfornati on, bﬁj_}lpness rer el e”information, an HAACP Conpliance
Certificate, third rpRading &tilést 4 RSORLCHreibn bNfHe HIRér findd freMIRE sHipper t er Ns
and conditions, and paynent type. 14. A nethod for transacting business
over a net wor Kingaeipkiastitation ipahe seHer via ase¢andrshippenfnangiphigstitstionzands of -

provi ding an inter LV e for.on-dipe interactive.co nications;
ecel ving 1t or mat esesiSe AT rt i Bl Pursh RS VA IERTTREOCRE L2
transaction; rsRippeMfinkhcil nSGuEsH, theodecandSHIHREE Finhntidl 3AARIONOSr AMHird shi¥er
recei ved i nformation, wherein the request for the product |ocks out 'the

request ed pr odinancigkinstityden torthe intepactivagatahdser mati on in connection with the
request to a clearinghouse for approval, wherein the clearinghouse accepts
or rejects the request based on the buyer's profile; notifying at | east

one of a shippgr, U MN& of B 150G heRid @E mettod!fiRher includes providing at

least one of the buyer’s bank, the shipper financial institution, the second shipper

financial institution, or the third shipper financial institution originating in different

countries.

17.  The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of limiting access to the

on-line interactive communications via an extranet.

18.  The method of claim 14, wherein the step of notifying at least one of a shipper,
the buyer, and the seller, if the clearinghouse accepts the request, comprises at least
one of the steps of:

specifying pickup and delivery terms for the shipper;

notifying the buyer of the approval of the request and specifying the purchase
terms;

delivering at least one of a good or a service to the buyer;

generating a delivery confirmation and sending the delivery confirmation to
the clearinghouse; and

collecting a payment from a financial institution, and distributing the payment

to the interactive database and the seller.
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cl eari nghouse accepts the request; and rel easing the requested product
~information if the clearinghouse rejects the request. -21 23 Novenber 2005
15. The nethod of claim 14, further conprising at | ead? NoyeMerd995st eps
of: placing a hold on the buyer's funds at the buyer's bank in connection
.with the requested information; releasing at |least a first portion of the
buyer's funds fromthe buyer's bank to a shipper financial institution;
rel easing at | east a second portion of the buyer's funds fromthe shi pper
financial institution to the seller via a second shipper financi al
institution; dAd Mb¢ mathodgf alairh ddswhaeinithe oipproadtinformarfion led theyequestel unds

via at |east of. the shi pper financgial jnstitution, the second shi pper
financial i ns?‘f‘kﬁﬂ?ﬁn(?ﬂ?reo‘fp%ﬁ‘%gm?‘H’SE‘H}‘% geal-imeancial institution to the

i nteractive database. 1.6. The nethod of claim 15, wherein the nmethod
further includes providing at |east one of the buyer's bank, the shipper
financi al i ns&0t ut Theunethiod of claimm di4,skhepeinthe stepaipedvitling Ratihferdctioa da@bask he
third shipper .fi nelnci.al institutiqn origi rati ng.in different countries.
17. The met holPTd¥ e Rtragtive qommupicatiopsiciudenred¢iermyned,acepss Tights.i ng access
to the on-line interactive conmunications via an extranet. 18. The net hod
of claim 14, wherein the step of notifying at | east one of a shipper,  the
buyer, and th@lsel Themethbd pfidaim eérwirendin tecrequesefor § pidiRct BG4 @6fnectOWTP! | S€s
at least one_of .the steps, of: specifying pickup and delivery terns for the
shi pper; noti?”fl' ﬁlbesteﬁéﬁﬁ'ﬁﬂé‘ﬁmbf t he approval of the request and specifying
the purchase terns; delivering at |east one of a good or a service to the
buyer; generating a delivery confirmation and sending the delivery
confirmati on 22 t Aenethaebfior opgratirmesn iawehctive database for transacting business over a

network between a buyer and a seller, comprising the steps of:

receiving information in connection'with a transaction;

receiving a request for a product in connection with the received information;

routing information in connection with the request to a cleari_nghousé for
approval, wherein the clearinghouse accepts or rejects the request based on the
buyer’s profile;

notifying at least one of a shipper, the buyer, and the seller, if the
clearinghouse accepts the request; and,

releasing at least a first portion of the buyer’s funds from the buyer’s bank to a

shipper financial institution.

23.  The method of claim 22, further comprising at least one of the steps of:

placing a hold on the buyer’s funds at the buyer’s bank in connection with the
requested information; '

instructing the shipper financial institution to release at least a second portion
of the buyer’s funds from the shipper financial institution to the seller via a second
shipper financial institution; and

releasing at least a third portion of the buyer’s funds via at least one of the

shipper financial institution, the second shipper financial institution, or a third shipper
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collecting a paynment froma financial institution, and distributing the

~ paynent to the interactive database and the seller. ;22 23 Nov§%B r 2005
19. The method of claim 14, wherein the inputted infof VGRS, ﬁe
requested information are updated in substantially real-time. 20. The
.method of claim 14, wherein the step of providing an interactive database
for on-line interactive conmunications includes predeterm ned access
rights. 21. The nmethod of claim 14, wherein the request for a product is in
connection wfipgncighinsianiondel therjatgemctiye databasey net hod for operating an
interactive database for transacting business over a network between a
buyer and a seller, conprising the steps of receiving information in

connection w bl a Thémetetioolairh 28 eWhérsi the fiRtHédSurtheinfluddsqierading at
connection with the received information; routing information in

connect i on wi leastione of thehuyer's bank, e shippenjfiransial h@hmtiapﬁhexsempdohilemi n the
bt o1 S ARG R RliphSh S RS REH B ISP RS o

cl eari nghousecamefRt S the request; and, releasing at least a first portion
of the buyer's funds fromthe buyer's bank to a shipper financial
institution. 23. The nethod of claim?22, further conprising at |east one of

the steps of.,.plagin ol.d on.the buyer's fu t .the,buyer...s bank in
connection wi 1 tﬂt e&sﬁﬁgﬁ glgim 81%’0‘?”#‘%#‘3&? ‘qeh’é’pﬁ%ﬁrﬁﬁg%‘? Aridipe At
financi al i nsfehétiéhé 8NtHe®uys, BRSElE! of tﬁ@ﬁtgﬁct%%aﬁ@éﬁ%iﬁﬂing% diff@edpuyer’ s
funds fromthe shipper financial institution to the sellTer via a second

shi pper finanedualrisnstitution; and rel easing at |east a third portion of
the buyer's funds via at | east one of the shipper financial institution,
t he second shipper financial institution, or a third shipper 23

26.  The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of limiting access to the

L4

on-line interactive communications via an extranet.

27. The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of locking out the

requested information in connection with the product.

28. . A method for transacting business over a network between a buyer and a
seller, comprising the steps of:

accessing an interactive database for on-line interactive communications,
wherein the interactive database includes information in connection with a
transaction;

submitting a request for a product in connection with the information, wherein
the request for the product locks out the requested information and the information in
connection with the request is routed to a clearinghouse for approval based on the
buyer’s profile; .

authorizing payment for the product so that at least one of a shipper, the buyer,
and the seller are notified, if the clearinghouse accepts the request; and

rejecting the payment in connection with the product, if the clearinghouse

rejects the request so that the requested product information is released.
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23 Novenber 2005 financial institution to the interactive database. 24. The
~Jrethod of claim 23, wherein the nethod further includes providing at |east
one of the buyer's bank, the shipper financial i nsti t 28 iNsyembes nd

shi pper financial institution, or the third shipper financial institution
.originating in different countries. 25. The nethod of claim 23, wherein
the nmethod further includes providing at |east one of the buyer, the
seller, or the interactive database originating in different countries.

26. The nmethod of claim 22, further conprising the step of limting access
to the on-line interactjve comunications via an extranet. 27. The nethod
of claim22, %%rthdmethehior ranspcting:businass over|agustwork hetweeniaduyersmdast ed

i nformation i ' the product. 28. A nethod for transacting
busi ness overgég&ggﬁg%ﬁge V\s/té%ﬁo' buyer and a seller, conprising the steps

of : accessing an idvcesshglan'ifteRiindadbse forVi-lind Wudr&tiiOt @6thin¥Rications,
comruni cations, wherein the interactive database includes information in

connect i on wiWhergin the interagtive slatabasgtingludasinfoamationuinstonfientioa withaduct i n
connecti on V"it}{?ls%é?i%ni nformati on, wherein the request for the product |ocks
out the requestéd information and the information in connection with the

request is routed submittiah a26uRSHTBES BrddRét jARBARLELn RAMAHe ffforhAGon MAYEHe S
profile; authorizing paynment for the product so that at |east one of a

shi pper, the ipfopaption wrrennentiopavithethe sgquestds rdutetito d dlearinghmise &riapghwals e

accepts the r ta and rejeecting the paynent in connection with the
product, if tq%géagfnegfﬁ’ﬁﬁ?{oiérgﬁ}er ejects the request so that the requested

product i nfor mat i eRtHobizing! RFRRE for # PP NSTHAEE: RARBneSr a ﬁxsﬁg%f byt
transacting busi ness over a network between a buyer and a er, -
conpri si ng t 1aad $hegsllendre notified, if the clearinghouse accepts the request;
' releasing at least a first portion of the buyer’s funds from the buyer’s bank to a
~ shipper financial institution; and
rejecting the payment in connection with the product, if the clearinghouse

rejects the request, so that the requested product information is released.

30.  The method of claim 29, further comprising at least one of the steps of:
placing a hold on the buyer’s funds at the buyer’s bank in connection with the
requested information; _
releasing at least a second portion of the buyer’s funds from the shipper
financial institution to the seller via a second shipper financial institution; and
releasing at least a third portion of the buyer’s funds via at least one of the
shipper financial institution, the second shipper financial institution, or a third shipper

financial institution to the interactive database.

31.  The method of claim 30, wherein the method further includes providing at
least one of the buyer’s bank, the shipper financial institution, the second shipper
financial institution, or the third shipper financial institution originating in different

countries.
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accessing an interactive database for on-line interactive conmunications,
_WwWherein the interactive database includes informati o% con eCtZiOﬁ wth a
transaction; subnmitting a request for a product in c Ve E&hi he
information, and the information in connection with the request is routed
.to a clearinghouse for approval based on the buyer's profile; authorizing
paynment for the product so that at |east one of a shipper, the buyer, and
the seller are notified, if the clearinghouse accepts the request;

rel easing at Bdast Thefmetbod phHelaimoi(), wheteiretho uyathodsfuftherdnclidesrprovidginguyer ' s
bank to a shipper financial instjtution; and rejecting the paynment in
connection w ll%gi?fbe %&@ﬁﬁ'@f"f’ t=hF S‘Ed‘?é 06p@d?ﬁef?ﬁﬂﬁﬁgég’aﬁ%j’%%‘f‘émtgié differemist . so
that the requestmeeproduct information is released. 30. The nmethod of claim
29, further conprising at | east one of the steps of placing a hold on the
buyer's funds at the buyer's bank in connection with the requested

i nfornati on; | easin east. cond portion, of the buyer's funds from
t he shi pper P?hani?‘ﬁ%‘%&%‘i ?fiaﬁ%lr"&?_? ?"58‘% ‘E@Fq’%&meﬁt_ﬁpg?g%%?ﬁﬁcﬁﬁsé‘bgﬁ
financi al. i nSbhlieliBract08lconhRhfRRd vilan &ither2 third portion of the

buyer's funds via at |east one of the shipper financial institution, the
second shi pper financial institution, or a third shipper financial

institution tqQ,the.interacti .dat ahase. 31. . The nethod of. claim 30,
wherein the _rrg,#‘nod _ﬁﬁﬁ?é?m?‘@sgﬁa‘ﬁ(ﬁ%ﬂ&“&thc F‘Eﬁggl%}i@g(?ﬂ_tﬁlﬁe buyer' s
bank, the shi RRfEsiéd priaatahfdriatior lcofifkeribl GihGrOfdand pPer 11 nancial

institution, or the third shipper tinancral institutiron originating in

different countries. -25 23 Novenber 2005 32. The nethod of claim 30,
wherein the mjghod furgﬁar i ncl udes gr,ovi di ng at Ieh%st one of the buyer,
the seller, t he 4 eted 65 WSM&B HBEH PV R et vor bervegnrertayerand a seller
countries. 33yg %'ﬁn Hedraeivedarftadd 3t 6rint HtdrBE v oM UnTdaldnd, QSmS}iseng e
lim"ting access to the

steps of:

commhniqating with the interactive database Emd exchanging information in
connection with a transaction; |

communicating with a clearinghouse for routing information in connection
with a buyer’s request, wherein the clearinghouse accepts or rejects the request based
on the buyer’s profile;

receiving notification from the clearinghouse, if the clearinghouse accepts the
request; | _

placing a hold on the buyer’s funds at the buyer’s bank in connection with the
requested product information;

releasing at least a first portion of the buyer’s funds from the buyer’s bank to a
shipper financial institution;

releasing at least a second portion of the buyer’s funds from the shipper
financial institution to the seller via a second shipper financial institution; and

releasing at least a third portion of the buyer’s funds via at least one of the
shipper financial institution, the second shipper financial institution, or a third shipper

financial institution to the interactive database.
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on-line interactive communications via an extranet. 34. The nethod of claim
29, further conprising the step of |ocking out the requested product
“information in connection with the product. 35. A net#d&avemhar@®cting
busi ness over a network between a buyer and a seller wusing an interactive
.dat abase for on-line interactive comunications, conprising the steps of.
communi cating with the interactive database and exchanging i nformation in
connection with a transaction; comunicating with a cl earinghouse for
routing infor@tiodhe mem}mdrtd'ccialmri‘:s wh'ehnathbn;edrodsfurtbﬂu&&txdesvphemﬁln@ ak he
based on the buyer's profile;

cl eari nghouse, accept the [ equest

recei vi ng not l]?af’rtﬁ{)ogﬁheft? ﬁ{' fﬁ@'ﬁ‘d}@aﬁhfm’@h ial institutign.the seqong Ishinger accept s
the request; | g, t bank in
connect i'on w ThRra Rl o P diBEuBbber e o ST B
first portioncofnttitee buyer's funds fromthe buyer's bank to a shipper
financial institution; releasing at |l east a second portion of the buyer's
funds fromthe shipper financial institution to the seller via a second
shi pper Tinansyal ThE il fdjaid3, whelefiAhd Al hifed indhaddd/rliiRE W} 0N Of
the buyer's funds via at least oné’ o I pper anC|a |ns gu ion,

t he second shigagtemefof thertniyed, thersetlert ot ihernteractive dahibacb origindqitg mfdllﬁ’éi&ﬁl al
institution to the interactive database. -26 23 Novenber 2005 36. The

met hod of cl affH™%S-wherein the method further includes providing at | east
one of the buyer's bank, the shipper financial institution, the second

shi pper financial institution, or the third shipper financial institution
originating in different countries. 37. The nethod of claim 35, wherein

t he met hod further includes providing at |east one of the buyer, the
seller, or the interactive database originating in different
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countries. 23 Novenber 2005 38. The nethod of claim1l1, wherein the seller
_may enter information into the interactive database |ncI udi ng at | east one
of product information, SKU numbers, fresh or frozen?2 Navesheri2d0bcs of
t he seafood, type of seafood, sales information, and buyer information, so
.that the interactive database may mrror such entered information in order
to facilitate and integrate comrunication. 39. A nethod for facilitating a
sal es tr @gsactlihermetied oadmfmw; Whefbﬁi‘tﬁkelﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ anted ifBFmatidnRES i@t and a
freight carrier, cqnprjsj ng}é gq t eps of qual i fyi.ng at |weast one buyer and
ug %

at | east IWRECHY datahase ing taqr@q mrwalmon,t%ﬂwmﬁnfw%cel ving,
by sai d fof Hogbt cl?.ﬁ‘&dtér%'hcs afﬁﬁys‘é%fogﬁctg?@fafé‘éaﬂﬁdf 54168 ﬁ?drﬂlﬁ ) Snd tuaaeﬂ | ow sai d

freight carrier to effect a east a portion o er funds
to est ablmfgnnatmnd so (thay dhe interdetivevdatabaseymayindinion puch entersd nnfom)d@omm r esponds
to an acgQ ﬁ@hgﬁ ah&ﬁ##ﬁ Ec&%&%ih% gnbuyer funds in a buyer account;
recei vi ng, y KA TR carrier, a mnmerchant account code from said
merchant to allow said freight carrier to effect the depositing of said
hel d buy ds |.ntq a hant count., wherein sa i d merchant account
code 15 22y oo P eliogTof TR s TR Haetg SR e SPGB O BE et abase
for faci lbuyer a fi@rehant dnde feeigin capticd compisigahe §t§p§kff line itens
correspondi ng to avail abl e peri shable soft goods froma plurality of
mer chants; providing access of said on-line display by said buyer;
receivi ”Quﬁl’ffyir%eﬂt lehst Qﬁ‘x%'&f}er hA@A ko HREchaff toapzﬁﬁ&bht‘éqha{alcpgaﬁe@f sai d
plurality of "line itens for subsequent purchase by buyer; effecting a
| ock- out trgnsastip® i dentified line itemon said on-1ine display; renoving
sai d perishable soft goods corresponding to said | ocked-out line itemfrom
avail abl e inventory; 28 23 Novenber 2005 anal yzi ng buyer's credit;

receiving, by said freight carrier, a buyer account code from said buyer to allow said

freight carrier to effect a hold on at least a portion of said buyer funds to establish held

buyer funds, wherein said buyer account code corresponds to an account which

includes deposited buyer funds in a buyer account;

receiving, by said freight carrier, a merchant account code from said merchant to allow
said freight carrier to effect the depositing of said held buyer funds into a merchant
account, wherein said merchant account code is associated with said merchant

account;

providing a host database for facilitating on-line display of a plurality of line items

corresponding to available perishable soft goods from a plurality of merchants;
providing access of said on-line display by said buyer;

receiving an identification, from said buyer, of a particular one of said pl_urality of line

items for subsequent purchase by buyer;
effecting a lock-out of said identified line item on said on-line display;

removing said perishable soft goods corresponding to said locked-out line item from

available inventory;
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if buyer's credit is satisfactory, allowng said freight carrier to effect
.a hold on at least a portion of said buyer funds to establish held buyer
“funds and closing the transaction: if buyer's credit ¢%Novgabes288bory,
effecting an unlock of said identified [ine itemon said on-line display
«and un-renoving said perishable soft goods corresponding to said

| ocked-out line itemfromavailable inventory, wherein said closing the

t ransact i3BHYEBEBRYSSCredt st eps of effecting the deposit, by said freight
carrier, using said merchant account code, of said held buyer funds into
sai d nmerchant account; shipping said perishable soft goods corresponding to
sai d | oclifbiryeu’s ctaditds patisfactaryrallowangisand freighheartier to aifdcttrlyeld oniah leasti d

freight carrier..40.. The t hod, of. .cl ai m 39 erein .all.ow n aid freight
~carrier £¢0 ogfqne%ftsag WgFrciﬁmng%%ae(sm%g&&%m%ef 48 dé’ﬁ‘f‘g ﬂb%aéga‘iﬁl?ﬂds to
establish held buyer funds includes effecting a hold on said buyer :ftnds
equal to, anpunt .of sai d _transaction plu n . appunt . of: a transaction
foe. 41, irheyoha che SrunapIsFarIon, SFRURg R yhoskiofi sl Hoprifiad fog HEMAD f or
facilitahid®nOfe displsy ﬁhcﬁlm—aemaﬁn%asasﬂ périshhbl¥ s6ft gbbdieoriespondafy togafondi ng to
avai |l abl e perishable soft goods tfroma plurality of merchants includes a
pl ur al i t yodked-ophling itemfrommvatable HiieAY ;o avai | abl e perishabl e soft goods
froma plurality of nmerchants in a simlar industry. 42. The nethod of
claim 39, wherein providing a host database for facilitating on- |ine
di spl ay wfhereipbaid alosing thyf transaciontcomprises théisteps ofc| udes on-1i ne di spl ay of
i ndustry- specific information. 43. The nethod of claim 39, wherein
allowing said freight carrier to effect a hold on at |east a portion of
said bu%/effeétgigdhe deposii] lﬁbtdidi freipht cartiery @sing lsldiid:indirélﬁhtlﬁhtﬁuﬁtedodeﬁ&‘ s3$1 Noverrbler
2005 | ej.gqht carrier haying a pre-existing relationship with a financia
i nstitut ilﬁfﬂqWPfF dm%ﬁaé‘i/%‘%é‘&? C r a account. 44. The nethod of claim
39, wherein effecting the deposit, by said freight carrier, using said

mer chant account code, of said held buyer funds into said nmerchant account
shipping said perishable soft goods corresponding to said locked-out line item from

said merchant to said buyer via said freight carrier.

40.  The method of claim 39, wherein allowing said freight carrier to effect a hold
on at least a portion of said buyer funds to establish held buyer funds includes
effecting a hold on said buyer funds equal to an amount of said transaction plus an

amount of a transaction fee.

41.  The method of claim 39, wherein providing a host database for facilitating on-
line display of a plurality of line items corresponding to available perishable soft
goods from a plurality of merchants includes a plurality of line items corresponding to

available perishable soft goods from a plurality of merchants in a similar industry.
42.  The method of claim 39, wherein providing a host database for facilitating on-
line display of a plurality of line items further includes on-line display of industry-

specific information.

43.  The method of claim 39, wherein allowing said freight carrier to effect a hold

on at least a portion of said buyer funds to establish held buyer funds includes said
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I ncludes said freight carrier having a pre-existing relationship with a
,financial institution which maintains said merchant account. 45. The
" method of claim39, wherein a first financial instituf?dOVEEResiZ08d with
sai d buyer account and a second financial institution associated with said
smerchant account originate in different countries. 46. The nethod of claim
39, further conprising notifying at |east one of said shipper, said buyer,
and sai d freight rearmieri ravingh 8 traerexisting reletionshipnwitbfa fnaricish gnstiswéorowhichnal yzi ng

buyer's éﬁ%a%llsge}ggﬁx%saar&g%&ge transaction. 47. The nethod of claim 39,
| d b ¥ ! - : : :

wherein dat abase for facilitating on-line display of
a plurality of line itens corresponding to avail abl e perishable soft goods

f :
from e Plyral iy of SPOPIR oMbt ule 8B} LA Mk, Soar oo
using said merchant account code, of said held buyer funds into said merchant account
includes said freight carrier having a pre-existing relationship with a financial

institution which maintains said merchant account.

45. The method of claim 39, wherein a first financial institution agsociated with
said buyer account and a second financial institution associated with said merchant

account originate in different countries.

46.  The method of claim 39, further comprising notifying at least one of said
shipper, said buyer, and said merchant in substantially real-time of at least one of

analyzing buyer’s credit and closing the transaction.
47.  The method of claim 39, wherein said providing a host database for facilitating

on-line display of a plurality of line items corresponding to available perishable soft

goods from a plurality of merchants includes line items corresponding to seafood.
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