
CLAIMS: 

1. A computer-implemented method for verifying authorisation of a transaction, said 

method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request to process an electronic transaction for a predetermined am,  nt of 

money, said request comprising data identifying a particular financial instrument; 

dividing the predetermined amount into a plurality of charges; 

causing said financial instrument to be debited with each of said plura 	y of charges; 

receiving information relating to said plurality of charges from the 	ginator of said 

request; and 

verifying said transaction only if said information is correct. 

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein 	c sum of said plurality of 

charges is equal to said predetermined amount of money. 

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 • 2, wherein said plurality of charges 

comprises two charges. 

4. The computer-implemented method of . aim 1, 2 or 3, wherein said financial 

instrument comprises a credit card. 

5. The computer-implemented m, 	od of claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein said financial 

instrument comprises one of the gro • of financial instruments consisting of: 

a credit card; 

a debit card; 

a charge card; 

a store card; 

a direct debit ' cility; and 

a bank acct nt. 

6. The ,. 6 mputer-implemented method of any one of the preceding claims, wherein said 

informatio P comprises the amount of each of said plurality of charges. 

7. The computer-implemented method of any one of the preceding claims, wherein said 

in • rmation comprises the number of said plurality of charges. 
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8. A computer system for verifying authorisation of a transaction, said computer system 

comprising: 

a memory for storing data and program instructions; and 

at least one processor coupled to said memory, said at least one processor prograt - ned 

to: 

receive a request to process an electronic transaction for a predetermined a , ount of 

money, said request comprising data identifying a particular financial instrument' 

divide the predetermined amount into a plurality of charges; 

cause said financial instrument to be debited with each of said plur. ity of charges; 

receive information relating to said plurality of charges from the originator of said 

request; and 

verify said transaction only if said information is correct. 

9. The computer system according to claim 8, wherei 	e sum of said plurality of charges 

is equal to said predetermined amount of money. 

10. The computer system of claim 8 or 9, wher in said plurality of charges comprises two 

charges. 

11. The computer system of claim 8, • or 10, wherein said financial instrument comprises a 

credit card. 

12. The computer system of 	aim 8, 9 or 10, wherein said financial instrument comprises 

one of the group of financial i : ruments consisting of: 

a credit card; 

a debit card; 

a charge car' 

a store ca '. ; 

a direc debit facility; and 

b. ' 	account. 

13. The computer system of any one of claims 8 to 12, wherein said at least one processor 

is p • grammed to confirm the amount of each of said plurality of charges. 

14. The computer system of any one of claims 8 to 13, wherein said at least one processor 

is programmed to confirm the number of said plurality of charges. 
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15. A computer program product comprising a computer readable medium comprising a 

computer program recorded therein for verifying authorisation of a transaction, said compute 

program product comprising: 

computer program code means for receiving a request to process an electronic 

transaction for a predetermined amount of money, said request comprising data iden 	ying a 

particular financial instrument; 

computer program code means for dividing the predetermined amoun 	nto a plurality 

of charges; 

computer program code means for causing said financial instru 	nt to be debited with 

each of said plurality of charges; 

computer program code means for receiving information r; ating to said plurality of 

charges from the originator of said request; and 

computer program code means for verifying said tr, . action only if said information is 

correct. 

16. The computer program product according to laim 15, further comprising computer 

program code means for determining said pluralit of charges such that the sum of said plurality 

of charges is equal to said predetermined amou , of money. 

17. The computer program product , cording to claim 15 or 16, wherein said plurality of 

charges comprises two charges. 

18. The computer program • oduct according to claim 15, 16 or 17, wherein said financial 

instrument comprises a credit • ard. 

19. The computers ogram product according to claim 15, 16 or 17, wherein said financial 

instrument comprise . ne of the group of financial instruments consisting of: 

a credit c• d; 

a debi 	.ard; 

a c : rge card; 

tore card; 

a direct debit facility; and 

a bank account. 
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20. The computer program product according to any one of claims 15 to 19, wherein said 

information comprises confirmation of the amount of each of said plurality of charges. 

21. The computer program product according to any one of claims 15 to 20, wherei 	aid 

information comprises confirmation of the number of said charges. 

22. The method of any one of claims 1 to 7, comprising the further steps o f: 

storing said plurality of charges; and 

comparing said information received from the originator of said r- uest to said stored 

plurality of charges to determine whether said information received froi P the originator of said 

request is correct. 

23. The computer system of any one of claims 8 to 14, w 	ein said at least one processor 

is further programmed to: 

store said plurality of charges; and 

compare said information received from the o ginator of said request to said stored 

plurality of charges to determine whether said info , ation received from the originator of said 

request is correct. 

24. The computer program product ac ording to any one of claims 15 to 21, further 

comprising: 

computer program code me. s for storing said plurality of charges; and 

computer program code r cans for comparing said information received from the 

originator of said request to sa ,. stored plurality of charges to determine whether said 

information received from t ► 	originator of said request is correct. 

25. A computer-i , plemented method for verifying transactions, said method comprising 

the steps of: 

receivi 	a request to verify an electronic transaction for a predetermined amount of 

money; 

d' fiding said predetermined amount into a plurality of charges; 

providing said plurality of charges to facilitate debiting of said financial instrument 

wit 	- ach of said plurality of charges; 

receiving information relating to said plurality of charges, said information originating 

from a user of said financial instrument after said plurality of charges has been debited to said 

financial instrument; and 
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verifying said transaction only if said received information is correct. 

26. The computer-implemented method of claim 25, wherein the sum of said plurality of 

charges is equal to said predetermined amount of money. 

27. The computer-implemented method of claim 25 or 26, wherein said plurality I charges 

comprises two charges. 

28. The computer-implemented method of claim 25, 26 or 27, wherein sl" • financial 

instrument comprises one of the group consisting of: 

a credit card; 

a debit card; 

a charge card; 

a store card; 

a bank account; and 

a direct debit account facility. 

29. The computer-implemented method of any on; of claims 25 to 28, wherein said 

information relating to said plurality of charges ct iprises one or more of the group consisting 

of: 

the amount of each of said plurality 	f charges; and 

the number of said plurality of c 	rges. 

30. The computer-implement d method of any one of claims 25 to 29, comprising the 

further steps of: 

storing information elating to said plurality of charges; and 

comparing said r ceived information to said stored information. 

31. The comp 	er-implemented method of any one of claims 25 to 30, wherein the party 

performing the computer-implemented method is provided with insufficient information to 

enable Went' 	ation of said financial instrument. 

32. he computer-implemented method of any one of claims 25 to 31, comprising the 

furti 	r step of storing a currency exchange rate associated with said transaction. 
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33. A computer system for verifying transactions, said computer system comprising: 

a memory for storing data and program instructions; and 

at least one processor coupled to said memory, said at least one processor programm - 4 

to: 
receive a request to verify an electronic transaction for a predetermined amount I 

money; 

divide said predetermined amount into a plurality of charges; 

provide said plurality of charges to facilitate debiting of said financial i . trument with 

each of said plurality of charges; 

receive information relating to said plurality of charges, said info 	ation originating 

from a user of said financial instrument after said plurality of charges h.: been debited to said 

financial instrument; and 

verify said transaction only if said received information i correct. 

34. The computer system of claim 33, wherein the sum ,. f said plurality of charges is equal 

to said predetermined amount of money. 

35. The computer system of claim 33 or 34, wI rein said plurality of charges comprises 

two charges. 

36. The computer system of claim 33, 	4 or 35, wherein said financial instrument 

comprises one of the group consisting o • 

a credit card; 

a debit card; 

a charge card; 

a store card; 

a bank account; 	d 

a direct debit . count facility. 

37. The compu -r system of any one of claims 33 to 36, wherein said information relating to 

said plurality 	charges comprises one or more of the group consisting of: 

the 'mount of each of said plurality of charges; and 

t 	number of said plurality of charges. 
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38. The computer system of any one of claims 33 to 37, wherein said at least one processor 

is further programmed to: 

store information relating to said plurality of charges; and 

compare said received information to said stored information. 

39. The computer system of any one of claims 33 to 38, wherein the party pert-. 	ing the 

computer-implemented method is provided with insufficient information to enab 	identification 

of said financial instrument. 

40. The computer system of any one of claims 33 to 39, wherein s. i at least one processor 

is further programmed to store a currency exchange rate associated w' h said transaction. 

41. A computer program product comprising a computer r adable medium comprising a 

computer program recorded therein for verifying transactio :, said computer program product 

comprising: 

computer program code means for receiving 	request to verify an electronic transaction 

for a predetermined amount of money; 

computer program code means for divi i ng said predetermined amount into a plurality 

of charges; 

computer program code means fo providing said plurality of charges to facilitate 

debiting of said financial instrument wi 	each of said plurality of charges; 

computer program code me' I s for receiving information relating to said plurality of 

charges, said information origina 	g from a user of said financial instrument after said plurality 

of charges has been debited to aid financial instrument; and 

computer program ode means for verifying said transaction only if said received 

information is correct. 

42. The comp,  ter program product of claim 41, wherein the sum of said plurality of 

charges is equa o said predetermined amount of money. 

43. Y e computer program product of claim 41 or 42, wherein said plurality of charges 

compr es two charges. 

The computer program product of claim 41, 42 or 43, wherein said financial instrument 

comprises one of the group consisting of: 
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a credit card; 

a debit card; 

a charge card; 

a store card; 

a bank account; and 

a direct debit account facility. 

45. The computer program product of any one of claims 41 to 44, wherein sa . information 

relating to said plurality of charges comprises one or more of the group cons' ting of: 

the amount of each of said plurality of charges; and 

the number of said plurality of charges. 

46. The computer program product of any one of claims 41 t . 45, further comprising: 

computer program code means for storing inform atio 	elating to said plurality of 

charges; and 

computer program code means for comparing sa i received information to said stored 

information. 

47. The computer program product of any o s e of claims 41 to 46, wherein the party 

performing the computer-implemented metho i is provided with insufficient information to 

enable identification of said financial instru 	ent. 

48. The computer program prod 	t of any one of claims 41 to 47, further comprising 

computer program code means for : oring a currency exchange rate associated with said 

transaction. 

49. The computer-i 	I lemented method of any one of claims 1 to 7, 22, and 25 to 32, 

wherein said received ' formation comprises a plurality of values each modified by a single 

currency exchange . te, and said method comprises the further steps of: 

converti , g each of said plurality of charges to a respective charge ratio by dividing each 

of said plurali e,  of charges by the predetermined amount; 

sto ng each of said charge ratios; 

onverting each of said received plurality of values to a respective value ratio by 

dividi , g each of said plurality of values by the sum of said plurality of values; 

comparing each of said value ratios to said stored charge ratios; and 
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verifying said transaction if each of said value ratios matches a respective stored charge 

ratio within a predefined margin of error. 

50. The computer system of any one of claims 8 to 14, 23, and 33 to 40, wherein sai • 

received information comprises a plurality of values each modified by a single currenc 

exchange rate, and said at least one processor is further programmed to: 

convert each of said plurality of charges to a respective charge ratio by d' id ing each of 

said plurality of charges by the predetermined amount; 

store each of said charge ratios; 

convert each of said received plurality of values to a respective 	lue ratio by dividing 

each of said plurality of values by the sum of said plurality of values; 

compare each of said value ratios to said stored charge rati5s; and 

verify said transaction if each of said value ratios matc 	s a respective stored charge 

ratio within a predefined margin of error. 

51. The computer program product according to a 	one of claims 15 to 21, 24, and 41 to 

48, wherein said received information comprises a pl 	ality of values each modified by a single 

currency exchange rate, and said computer progra • product further comprises: 

computer program code means for con erting each of said plurality of charges to a 

respective charge ratio by dividing each of s: 'd plurality of charges by the predetermined 

amount; 

computer program code mean 	or storing each of said charge ratios; 

computer program code me ns for converting each of said received plurality of values 

to a respective value ratio by divi,  ng each of said plurality of values by the sum of said 

plurality of values; 

computer program , ode means for comparing each of said value ratios to said stored 

charge ratios; and 

computer pro!, am code means for verifying said transaction if each of said value ratios 

matches a respectiv= stored charge ratio within a predefined margin of error. 

52. A co . puter-implemented method of any one of claims 1 to 7, 22, 25 to 32 and 49, 

wherein ve , Eying comprises verifying an electronic signature associated with a contract or 

record a • ociated with said transaction. 
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53. A computer implemented method of any one of claims 1 

wherein verifying said information comprises the amount of each 

that represent one time keys. 

to 

of 

7, 22, 25 to 32 and 49, 

said plurality of charges 

54. A computer-implemented method of any one of claims 1 

wherein the method is applied to individual transactions. 

to 7, 22, 25 to 32 an 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A computer-implemented method for verifying authorisation of a transaction, said 

method comprising the steps of: 

receiving•a request to process an electronic transaction for a predetermined amount of 

money, said request comprising data identifying a particular financial instrument; 

dividing the predetermined amount into a plurality of charges; 

causing said financial instrument to be debited with each of said plurality of charges; 

receiving information relating to said plurality of charges from the originator of said 

request; and 

verifying said transaction only if said information is correct. 

2. The computer-irnplemented method of claim 1, wherein the sum of said plurality of 

charges is equal to said predetermined amount of money. 

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein said plurality of charges 

comprises two charges. 

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein said financial instrument 

comprises a credit card. 

5. The computer4mplemented method of claim 1, wherein said financial instrument 

- 	comprises one of the group of financial instruments consisting of: 

a credit card; 	. 

a •debit card; 

a charge card; 

a store card; 

• a direct debit facility; and 

a bank account.. 

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein said information comprises the 

amount of each of said plurality of charges. 

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein said information comprises the 

number of said plurality of charges. 
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8. ' A computer system for verifying authorisation of a transaction, said computer system 

• comprising: 

a memory for storing 

at least one processor 

data and program instructions; and 

coupled to said memory, said at least one processor programmed 

to: 

receive a request to process an electronic transaction for a predetermined amount of 

money, said request comprising data identifying a particular financial instrument; 

divide the predetermined amount into a plurality of charges; 

cause said financial instrument to be debited with each of said plurality of charges; 

receive information relating to 

verify said transaction 

said plurality of charges from the originator of said request; and 

only if said information is correct. 

9.  The computer system according to claim 8, wherein the sum of said plurality of charges 

' is equal to said predetermined amount of money. 

10.  The computer system of claim 8, wherein said plurality of charges comprises two 

charges. 

11.  The computer system of claim 8, wherein said financial instrument comprises a credit 

card. 

12.  The computer system of claim 8, wherein said financial instrument comprises one of the 

group of financial instruments consisting of: 

a credit card; 

a debit card; 

a charge card; 

a store card; 

. 

a direct debit facility; 

a bank account.. 

and  

1 3 . The computer system of claim 8, wherein said at least one processor is programmed to 

confirm the amount of each of said plurality of charges. 

14. The computer system of claim 8, wherein said at least one processor is programmed to 

confirm the number of said plurality of charges. 



15. ' 	A computer program product comprising a computer readable medium comprising a 

computer program recorded therein for verifying authorisation of a transaction, said computer 

program product comprising: 

computer program code means for receiving a request to process an electronic 

transaction for a predetermined amount of money, said, request comprising data identifying a 

particular financial instrument; 

computer program code means for dividing the predetermined amount into a plurality of 

charges; 

,computer program code means for causing said financial instrument to be debited with 

each of said plurality olcharges;  
computer program code means for receiving information relating to said plurality of 

charges from the originator of said request; and 

domputer program code means for verifying said transaction only if said information is 

correct. 

16. The computer program product according to claim 15, further comprising computer 

program code means for determining said plurality of charges such that the sum of said plurality 

of charges is equal to said predetermined amount of money. 

17. The computer program product according to claim 15, wherein said plurality of charges 

comprises two charges. 

18. The computer program product according to claim 15, wherein said financial instrument 

comprises a credit card. 

19. The computer program product according to claim 15, wherein said financial instrument 

comprises one of the group of financial instruments consisting of: 

a credit card; 	. 

a debit card; 

a charge card; 	 . 

a store card; 

a direct debit facility; and 

a bank account.. 

33 



20. The computer program product according to claim 15, wherein said information 

comprises confirmation of the amount of each of said plurality of charges. 

21. The computer program product according to claim 15, wherein said information 

comprises confirmation of the number of said charges. 

22. The method of claim I, comprising the further steps of: 

storing said plurality of charges; and 	 . 

comparing said information received from the originator of said request to said stored 

plurality of charges to determine whether said information received from the originator of said 

request is correct. 

23. The computer system of claim 8, wherein said at least one processor is further 

programmed to: 

store said plurality of charges; and 

compare said information received from the originator of said request to said stored 

plurality of charges to determine whether said information received from the originator of said 

request is correct. 

24. The computer program product according to claim 15, fUrther comprising: 

computer program code means for storing said pltirality of charges; and 

computer program code means for comparing said information received from the 

originator of said request to said stored plurality of charges to determine whether said 

information received from the originator of said request is correct. 

25. A computer-implemented method for verifying transactions, said method comprising 

the steps of: 	• 

receiving a request to verify an electronic transaction for a predetermined amount of 

money; 

dividing said predetermined amount into a plurality of charges; 

providing said plurality of charges to facilitate debiting of said financial instrument with 

each of said plurality of charges; 

receiving information relating to said plurality of charges, said information originating 

from a user of said financial instrument after said plurality of charges has been debited to said 

financial instrument; and 

verifying said transaction only if said received information is correct. 
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26. • 	The computer-implemented method of claim 25, wherein the sum of said plurality of 

chaiges is equal to said predetermined amount Of money. 	 • 

27. The computer-implemented method of claim 25, wherein said plurality of charges 

comprises two charges. 

28. The computer-implemented method of claim 25, wherein said financial instrument 

comprises one of the group consisting of: 

a credit card; 

a debit card; 

a charge card; 

a store card; 	 - 

a bank account; and 

a direct debit account facility.  

29. The computer-implemented method of claim 25, wherein said information relating to said 

plurality of charges comprises one or more of the group consisting of: 

the amount of each of said plurality of charges; and 

the number of said plurality of charges. 

30, 	The computer-implemented method of claim 25, comprising the further steps of, 

storing information relating to said plurality of charges; and 

comparing said received information to said stored information. 

31. The computer-implemented method of claim 25, wherein the party performing the 

computer-iMplemented method is provided with insufficient-information to enable identification 

of said financial instrument. 

32. The computer-implemented method of claim 25, Comprising the further step of storing a 

currency exchange .rate associated with said transaction. 

33. A computer system for verifying transactions, said computer system comprising: 

a memory for storing data and program instructions; and 

at least one processor coupled to said memory, said at least one processor programmed 

to: 
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receive a request to verify an electronic transaction for a predetermined amount of 

• money; 

divide said predetermined amount into a plurality of charges; 	 ' 	• 

provide said plurality of charges to facilitate debiting of said financial instrument with 

each of said plurality of charges; 

receive information relating to said plurality of charges, said information originating 

from a user of said financial instrument after said plurality of charges has been debited to said, 

financial instrument; and 

verify said transaction only if said received information is correct. 

34. The computer system of claim 33, wherein the sum of said plurality of charges is equal 

to said predeiermined amount of money. 

35. The compUter system of claim 33, wherein said plurality of charges comprises two 

charges. 

36. The computer system of claim 33, wherein said financial instrument comprises one of 

the group consisting of: 

a credit card; 

a debit card;  

a charge card; 

a store card;  
a bank account; and 

a direct debit account facility. 

37. The computer system of claim 33, wherein said information relating to said plurality of 

charges comprises one or more of the group consisting of; 

the amount of each of said plurality of charges; and 

the number of said plurality of charges. 

38. The computer system of claim 33, wherein said at least one processor is further 

programmed to:  
store information relating to said pluralitj,  of charges; and 

compare said received information to said stored information. 
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39. 	The computer system of claim 33, wherein the party performing the computer- 

implemented method is provided with insufficient information to enable identification of said 

financial instrument. 	 • 

40. The computer system of claim 33, wherein said at least one processor is further 

programmed to store a currency exchange rate associated with said transaction. 

41. A computer program product comprising a computer readable medium comprising a 

computer program recorded therein for verifying transactions, said computer program product 

comprising: 

computer program code means for receiving a request to verify an electronic transaction 

for a predetermined amount of money; 

computer program code means for dividing said predetermined amount into a plurality 

of charges; 

computer program code means for providing said plurality of charges to facilitate 

debiting of said financial instrument with each Of said plurality of charges; 

computer program code means for receiving information relating to said plurality of 

charges, said information originating from a user of said financial instrument after said plurality 

of charges has been debited to said financial instrument; and 

computer program code means'for verifying said transaction only if said received 

information is correct. 

42. The computer program product of claiM 41, wherein the sum of said plurality of charges 

is equal to said predetermined amount of money. 

43. The computer program product of claim 41, wherein said plurality of charges comprises 

two charges. 

44. The computer program product of claim.  41, wherein said financial instrument 

comprises one of the group consisting of: 

a credit card; 

a debit card; 

a charge card; 	• 

a store card; 

a bank account; and 	• 	 . 
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a direct debit account facility. 

45. The computer program product of claim 41, wherein said information relating to said • 

plurality of charges comprises one or more of the group consisting of: 

the amount of each of said plurality of charges; and 

the number of said plurality of charges. 

46. The computer program product of claim 41, further comprising: 

computer program code means for storing information relating to said plurality of 

charges; and 

computer program code means for comparing said received information to said stored 

information. 

47. The computer program product of claim 41, wherein the party performing the computer- 

implemented method is provided with insufficient information to enable identification of said 

financial instrument. 

48. The computer program product of claim 41, further comprising computer program code 

means for storing a currency exchange rate associated with said transaction. 	• 

49. The computer-implemented method of claim 1 or claim 25, wherein said received 

information comprises a plurality of values each modified by a single currency exchange rate, 

and said method comprises the further steps of: 

converting each of said plurality of charges to a respective charge ratio by dividing each 

of said plurality of charges by the predetermined amount; 

storing each of said charge ratios; 

converting each of said received plurality of values to a respective value ratio by 

dividing each of said plurality of values by the sum of said plurality of values; 

comparing each of said value ratios to said stored charge ratios; and 

verifying said transaction if each of said value ratios matches a respective stored charge 

ratio within a predefined margin of error.  

50. The computer system of claim 8 or claim 33, wherein said received information 

comprises a plurality of values each modified by a single currency exchange rate, and said at 

least one processor is further programmed to: 	 • 

38 



convert each of said plurality of charges to a respective charge ratio by dividing each of 

said plurality of charges by the predetermined amount; 

store each of said charge ratios; 

convert each of said received plurality of values to a respective value ratio by dividing 

each of said plurality of values by the sum of said plurality of values; 

compare each of said value ratios to said stored charge ratios; and 

verify said transaction if each of said value ratios matches a respective stored charge 	' 

ratio within a predefined margin of error. 

51. 	The computer program product according to claim 15 or claim 41, wherein said 

received information comprises a plurality of values each modified by a single currency 

exchange rate, and said computer program product further comprises: 

computer program-code means for converting each of said plurality of charges to a 

respective charge ratio by dividing each of said plurality of charges by the predetermined 

amount; 

computer program code means for storing each of said charge ratios; 

computer program code means for converting each of said received plurality of values 

to a respective value ratio by dividing each of said plurality of values by the sum of said plurality 

of values; 	 . 	 . 

computer program code means for comparing each of said value ratios to said stored 

charge ratios; and  

computer program code means for verifying said transaction if each of said value ratios 

matches a respective stored charge ratio within a predefined margin of error. 


