
The method according to the invention consists of making observations, by
means of an underwater vehicle moving above a given area of the seabed,
from which the raised features and objects on the seabed are estimated.
Said observations are associated with imaginary objects, which are linked
to one another via imaginary resilient links, so as to comprise an
imaginary resilient network. The network is in equilibrium as long as no
action is performed on any of the imaginary objects comprising the network.
The objects then occupy fixed positions, positions which are assigned to
the corresponding observations. On the other hand, when two presumed
observations corresponding to a single object are merged into a single
observation, the two corresponding imaginary objects are matched to one
another. Said matching induces the appearance of stress in the imaginary
resilient network. This stress, which is transmitted via the imaginary
resilient links, is resolved by means of modifying the positions of the
imaginary objects of the network, the modifying positions being assigned to
the corresponding observations. Consequently, when the estimated position
of an object which was the subject of two merged observations is corrected,
the measurement of the estimated position of each of the objects which gave
rise to an observation represented in the imaginary resilient network
advantageously benefits from said correction. 


