
The device is formed of a metallic container which is capable of containing
powders of one or more compounds having the general formula [err], but is
not hermetically sealed, in order to allow the discharge of mercury vapors
generated by the decomposition of such compounds. Some possible device
geometries are disclosed, as well as some possible arrangements of the same
inside lamps. Finally a method is disclosed for introducing mercury into a
lamp by means of a device of the invention, without the device remaining in
the resulting lamp.    


