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present invention relates generall : d for searghi t ext
within a daV29%®” and nore particul ar 1’9998 a et hod for%@%i% progr am
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content arm information avail able to consuners through nmultiple di
fferent nedlBkD OF THEIXVENTION i ncl udi ng tel evision and the I|nternet.
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sone sort Iﬁﬁtageces .search
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t hose string¥xt.o dat abases of text. Many users trod the experience of
searching for content within databases frustrating. 15 Oten the strings

entered by AER@Réﬁﬁfe)(‘@dg?‘g%ﬁfNVﬁﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁmi on do not directly correspond with

any information In ase avallable to the search engi ne, Soneti nes,
the infor mati onltB PasElsWaedy thersdhas besp apexprpsnyal Ingeasp yidhe amelinyolfentepand he
t ype tlbe useformationsediabkitcupniumers thioublembliiple diffareat medism{ afidiseitpann molodidg

sear chers te{isioh AR §8 MitErherS Heb LS tHe Armblit R orHAiSH RasBRESNd &' 1848 search
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hni ques are Of{l? f | awed,. .of Lerl;enFI 0 Eunber 0
notation, aWESPESYRG R DBCETAR 1R 877 ?f?h@?meme GRS Tty 'esegrﬁ ﬁ%&}%“il ear ch
engi ne t hatshaBextengarefully giafted, stimgsisftextiand eqmpare thpsesiriigs wedatabhses efdext.
Additional ly , Many sisélefihd &leleRpdrRhcofkeathih fli@oRlehewitiin 98@b4&Bs frediraRNt ent
O LBy St OReARE RO s PEAIR Ok i R6aiBh B LBy BB AREUTERL
Furthernore) a user. TRy wan f'_o appl y-an aaa?atl onal search to'a previ dus
sear ch resuP{OrBRUGNB He dpfabigatvatahietoths seaieh angine amesiase theinfospponreriord THE
| NVENTI ON' Thyethp seassrengings@bsdueanid Siocof it thpathei ssengasscanhipp tar Vdfileskdreati ng
o ovi des. a Salelt (apuhtedtheftofal 2aaeS Rk rinkyito 1B} AR obGindmBlc ORI et
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sel ect20 Oncéme bensummg. sel ects the text by noving the sel ection pointer, the

text is provideg i &siritte PhOG AEArcH HRiRIHIMYERThEQAE eSS iCtht bpdcAISalchOM

j[ he text . Se!e%‘?tﬁﬁlnmnhﬁ‘ Ktqg dr{g%lb% Bl uaeﬂ'“ij §eea%{e(:t9 S fg?‘ é[oape%§ & tfef%(/is%rq)é ed
information correl ati r?g to the sear ¢h Strings. Ohnce | Aforhatton on the

dat abase ha%P9det l4caisd an thedntepighqrdn adeaiment. thyeheragre: A ussrmaygeant forpeply an

i nf or mat i onaddstianel searelv @xh prtiaceaehartinresuln@fidiyone aadbish enanothendanibast ed by t he
prograsgto the user. 35 The text selected by a user can be froma Wrld

W de Wb pa r i i ewed in another type of wordprocessor
or docunent gﬁ}vﬁ\%‘?&jﬁﬁlﬂﬁgi%ﬁﬁgggﬂﬁm the text selected is fromthe entire
page where the pJoFrresentiigvetiawéda méthed psitg wedopmputehef tseiggtingassaik tew|adt ed
fr omht he lenEéﬁdﬁctﬁ@ra@&ﬁ@dg\@se@{ch.sﬂ&tngé;l‘%‘cﬂ Fi)sgm%g%:% tl}ﬁtg @?iﬂés@ﬁ%bcﬁioh?&ﬂkﬁﬂﬁukéﬂ
anot her altgr enbodi nent . ..t he. t ext
el ected- cofey St ona el LR {2 el bolniceater e RO el b Sk
front 89 whirssleehOnseihstuasr splects de taxbby mpying e stestion peiaieh s 1o ieppydsdtent |
the text i stiegregramd The progant éresés sparsh btriogs fadm theeexp otladiar witlothe psinco,nuhd

posi tion Of sdaR&e DU afibile for RERIdrBBt Y frelhtingIGIhE Sdafifl strinhE @E@fn@&nﬁﬁ&diggﬁuar €

created by divj di t he. t sel ected by the b user, t 0. p.eces ba pon
punct uati on! a%ﬁgg)bﬁeé&o‘éfﬁgﬁaé F‘H'Fﬁiﬁ?s ¥ fhe Sgarchsprings, t@dﬂ%ﬂ?ﬁ‘é’ﬁfs rBIfleY“ﬁep Adsent
i nvention, éncwempfyoandghdinmaminyiniceted bethegrdzsmeth thpwser.t he search strings, the

retrieggd i nfor nBleitd séléctddiykthbePsunde dionda Worlahwiah Waﬁ@or_sd ddcagentitRig
i nformation correlatghs na arch strings the infor

0 _and how many s i ion
correl at es PEWe i Bcer bibe B SonBcIROY or Eflufiohy sk Iy ond eob el e
dat abase t o sejectedois frame thecptiteatage whereiths Riptst iSrplasedgPAiamRtedY e fedincan be
i ncludi ng: aele@&atitinpthe enirdfardgieph dhewniendelwhepaiidPotntérisiodaveddin anothéralishaive t he
date and tinme that the showis to be broadcast, and the channel on which
the show is to be broadcast. In an additional enbodi nent, once tel evision
program informati on has been retrieved f+lem t he database, the user can
select a programto view and the systemautomatically tunes a television to
the proper channel at the proper tine. In another enbodi nent, the user can
| S select a programto record and the system autonatically..tunes a video
recordi ng device to the proper channel, commences recording at the start of
the program and finishes recording at the end of the mlmmmma an
addi tional enbodi nent, the programinformation in the gmmm]m esponds
to segnents of shows rather than conpl ete shows, and a user.,gag .sel ect
vari ous segnments of shows to be viewed and recorded. 20 BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON
OF THE DRAWNG FIG 1 is a flow diagram of a search process according to an
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si mul t aneously. Once the search is conplete, as shown in Box 16,, the .
results are conveyed to the user. The results can then be used to conduct
addi tional searches, and the sanme search can _2 WO 00/ 74377

PCTI US00/ 1498920/3Be performed in a different Hat_abase PRYUPWANSEs of the
search can a sed t cilitate the e re or
desi rabl e Eﬂh?cgﬂfm t%ﬁlfxf %Fteﬁﬁl’rﬁemtfgéed‘t ﬁ“\fllf’lépwes? g‘n@g nﬁrﬁﬁ%% he

text of coffitoetef where thy pointenésdodatedt henmbealtemme/esmhod;m@ntt tlheteutslerelqcsad\fnoew ng
may be Vi aalfid@ peddidrcontheddimero a ScohdipaitRAlf W pBinRE.Ogr am 5 ei t her running

local Iy on the (Sjncggxe%eﬁﬁ[ssélgc%&) fhe 88 \él?crh sfx‘m§? rgrg\@regted i)){ 4% r@)%l?engt%%lgc dr%'qg | ment

of the inventi ter
progr d&m THeerip@picqss &unqa@up%rawperwmepe,taeshgramreaarelyed %W@@ﬁ%w%

the conput elic fésegriaveniian, andelinfatredion Tshretripeddibhe updry thb eearchptrirgefthevedieveion or
a user - def '16‘1@%:3&189% raﬁ"éd%&%m?ﬁ oQJrhléh s@£r€k@'§f1hél9cﬂe {#&Hhatisn @d?ref’a'iers%/"arfd%RV moves

as a nouse 1S I"I’DV(Slerlgé er-detjned I con my be created for exarrp
f

usi ng a 10 TA"EFH r}?fofrﬁa“&“ﬁ?réq’lﬁ?srtgd embodi ment of the invention, the
pointer is a flloatsperifibembagiment of the prssentrpiventionghdbdatabasnto befsearthss comaing i on,

t he cqgput Qéreml@.ggsxagaarnsn@nﬁmﬁmcﬂrdurgr @&rs@frﬁubﬁeﬂdhc Eibva tﬂéﬁﬁbpl@fnv&l%d Rftheusers.
hen the poyBLSEe b BLAERINAVE wh@XLio ol BRaSQTPHISD SRS ATLLRy BRigHATET and

the text is gele |na ase searc n one
enbodi nent tepe bwedq@ﬁteée AR aq'dr%m rnaiwdmerns 98¢ telcuigion pEgRm HHformatien hasbeen as an
entire docuseigted fiond th&Sdgaigse, ik witrsabieicporbdram toview aﬂdigme,syﬁcnpartagz[t&ﬁ)lﬂy or a

sent ence lqﬁxgglaqéﬂe\gmt areg,tr gﬂﬁnﬁe@?%@& Gﬂse?bﬁ?me Gife ﬁmﬂ:ﬂ ae%seman

Al ter t| ve Z? é)ecr er o ter t Iocabr on of
the pd Bt erseleia Repbramta oo and st swle Aytompveally finesabidar FFéﬂﬂd'“gtdﬁé‘%%’é
pl aces t he popentlmnneit comnfieneestredoding dat the staft of et prograh eand dnisbeserdc cadialg attibm

noves the pQIARE Bk pkdgram. sravyemh Ad@€iadal erbddiméréhe progla ifRHARIAG AB darhiite
portion of éo%ﬁopfoPﬁt"‘%%}né se?tts\ﬁ'gw?%khgl; thah §%x§ﬁLt%%L&9s %{Pd G LRCEERE Lot

I n
an enbodi nment es advantage of a
cl i pboard fifﬁ@?‘?‘bﬂfShPWSté’bFr"éﬁWf‘P%‘éF‘”é?‘*i pboard a portion of a docurrent is
sel ect®d, stripped of any special or program specific formatting

informati OnBRHf]F ggg@mgﬁ@edﬁﬁE m&lwtnhg text is placed in a buffer for
future use. i,n_one user drags theA%ornte over the

hren that s toflfe IIsRAoK GRERBL Al e oA E A EOF BheT UBBH &4 REIF H
clipboard. ®@merdionn the clipboard, the text can 25 be accessed and process
as expl ai ned bel ow The input text is parsed into lexical units, i.e.,

searchystri &?iﬁ(ibﬁ(e@ strings include whol e
sent enc%s aﬁgﬁ‘ 1L mr ual %‘?at@fﬁ%\s‘e t he sentences. A sentence
can be sel ected Bé@é}ewgé}e%ﬁfe%wwgs sqmeg értec’@rc CHSPHTRE P tHT Rreynyvegtion
delim ter sﬁmhﬂlrasmareperpnmd withowt lm)(mmhceg,entdamvsoénteem@et;wé chheeptat i s bl ack
gt”? \rlr\glst e ' S i tﬁ@'nfveﬁ‘uo%‘%@%% EtE g:ﬁrﬂ%zltfme?ucﬁs %%Qﬁél%x%gmhﬁtﬂmet&ﬁm §@1ar ch
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search stri R{j’§*aﬂh‘§kﬂaééxérséalﬁ‘{é LFS ?ﬁﬁxf fo F%é%‘?ag@a%f Aé'oélgrﬁfeev Oéé pmﬁ%é‘ﬁ on
t he seR@inti @ecorkangeryeth qmehemberbamntwérmgesmmvemmpr sowninfiG e above sentence
the search stringBlockhloprkt @Relestdd doase fir 'the. seirdh.alikorkadmbodineet oﬁhﬁb peseat "

may be cr eat“.ggm %C@ly%e Hts l&i?cexgﬁ‘ ?zrtex'i @&?&Hhé@&ﬁ?mtbex glvi%%d b usepBiitlePon a7 €

adj ecti ves % ﬁg rat ed searc Strings
are col | ect & Warldnm e‘t"%“s’ééf‘??herﬁ?féi@’%ﬁﬁph%“g@ ragsR s AledK 144 1R 184S ar e
filtered to ppnseltiutoeeaclmhﬂ@rfdrrumnefseas@aﬂ‘hhpmmg siggsseleh@tspaife suls-edropontos

y S?;gggggaﬁ L&?ﬂﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁ @mr@@@&@ﬂh?&r NUle gs mrnha\sexlsmtth& Seabth8s bdhdSQEL Thd N9 a
and SRl BB oo alres B ooe re i abae oo sittteedin Mot iy 5,5

PCT/ USO 0/ 14951211@%\1%% Aneg thesreish iscompletenat shmyn HeBoh ke thegesulfs e gonvayed 19 s
itself a usahd @es efheed3ultd dah fi@n bd hed Sea@ndict sdditiongiSseiress] dhid fige sait edardhletgi NQ
usel ess search strings are used to search a database to generate search
results. The database can either reside on the user's nachine or on an
accessi bl e machi ne el sewhere. If a search-string consisting of an entire
sentence is found in the database) then the text, including the sentence,
is stored in a search result queue. Likewi se, if a non-sentence search
string is found in the database, then the text including the non-sentence
search string is stored in the search result queue. After all of the input
text has been parsed, and any dat abase entries containing one or nore
search strings have been placed into the search result queue, the text
within the search result 10 queue is prioritized. In an enbodi ment of the
present invention, the database entries are prioritized based upon the
nunber and specrfrcrty of the search strrngs contarned mnthrn each entry in
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WO 001 74377 PCT/ | JS00/ 14952 "fl oating button"” nmay be progranmmed in ActiveX
Java, C, any derivative thereof, or any other Internet conpatible |anguage.
The ' buttor\lv @%3 e dragged to reside on a portion of welrhRyénsee t he
screen C the button activates the conputer program The button is
used tjo 53'&%rf6m&@riﬁhﬁx@fe&fm deedhateS Nhe FRuIEUTRIRY Bardh Edh alsodbR LisddAs Eacilftate the

t el evi sion pr.o i.Skin ptions. The conputer program parses
the web tex‘;t3 ag%an rec%rdmg%?desudble?n?enk The search stri ngD; are conpared to

the program | i sﬂm@ét ta hejussd dyiha ssasrRbde Blrser G the fexeafypopspnty @e i Bnthe
l'i stings oruspt Oheaometasierisatis ciewingamiyde vidthewgddetdatved, @émna edftvedrs progiam t hen

the pr.‘Pgrar@xlbkﬁﬁhﬁl?élo@élgr&x‘tﬂg f%) By 3%'3’5’% Renfirkd r§aﬁ13crx91ﬂplr gyséﬁhﬁodﬂx‘rla‘?&‘ﬁf The

el enents ar or at e el r re evance t C@Fe In
text. The s 5?’8?’1“‘}%‘5?1?91“‘&%% %ﬂ%*émee ‘%?Cé”?tﬁém COMEBELEreE e ¢ OF 4R g aP?f‘ 10
t heir rel evéinpeinteootvenexi dippléyet ent scrédnemd therrompoist proglasniaadtivpledgflzepdintet i ngs

and descri p&hﬁ%aﬂehéﬁn’@&d@h%ﬂ aéé?.qcﬁdea%on A emla bppp&&fﬂewbaysl AGrrow
rel evant ma exenpl ary

ves Lonal 0 C/%‘I Oen%ef' ayelhe %gdfe a p}]e
embodi nent he ERETORT” f"h GEREES i?f’é? e 80%51 d'wqgtﬁn a
tel evi ¥ on @ﬁwatgtpa@ﬁﬁ@a I raeiiewbmmdwm phthe imventiosr the peivier srtilogiingelittons t he
invention, the [oaflexansiyteaibotitieht bStha id@neH, e sdniguted ptdpneni iCakcmpiter

addi ti onal ?11 F&H‘I%Eél‘{ a%@QOo‘I“ PESH RO \W}ﬁ tljé xﬁi}!xei@ 1a8@d o@é?‘?eit%é"c uter

unit is con ned, W t %[ onsune eectron (? I ce such

set-top boxpzosmlsa%ﬁtém the el dyelgeied andprosesse topg psging é?fﬁﬁaéih B gne

el ectroni ¢ dabediment|ofithe peesaninyentioana sp@hﬁedwnqmnesfen:tt Sunly exeni enrire dobenehdtaabase
i nfornpgi onpygel Lvlsmé Wﬁm{m faBanng Lagaagﬂ csrlarE%m@Jcee@c\Jﬂmmeqkm& iPIREEAS

Thus, a user c eC| fi.ed,t

aateh the pﬁ%g’:aw B Rk e"ﬂﬁakaf’ G L SSFTRREE A SRR Bl 8P L) o
20 mul ti pl e of B @oinkr a1 spleeest dmnqth@rﬁt@rﬁ@twewpéwa the ig¢repdacesTihe pointer pid e
tel evi si on it pcatioh TRkt Roekele@el dnd thefenovesiie pbihrt totamecqnﬂoagsaammedte) be

sel ected or ({188 PLAW tdm)h{i bét%@é?ﬂh@&mapoﬂﬁ e saggid b%gﬁio'c&ged The sel ected

programy or prograns e selected via renote, Wre tor.e and

e,
f or war ¢’ et hods.[RAREE) gésmsat B BsgRresTn R nHan-(hRracSH %Srﬂdlviﬂtf&e zeﬁ IPherEY i n
the future flanctiaut lormtadisions chptgariga pagon of aatedirnéno isakleesed sdippethafsnpépetinke

present | nV%’Fbﬂo ﬁm @@&Mﬁﬁatﬁ%ﬂﬁ%ﬁhmﬁﬁhrﬁﬂn@ﬁ@h&&ﬂt @Ndahemhghadaa Gamer W | |
be di spl ayejr%r | Skon use

G spl ayeq oo BiiFe b5 35 oC s REhuRY: BRIER dibe Be bl B ARE AR bR 9 e
exanpl e, comaefbﬁor search 2axe #ndfthat awgh is copiehintevelivhpat. n@n@pé&efcileb@tﬂqﬂ@mxt azrnd
ei t her 28| ockveacsBict dnd protasy aswplaied B&oWwr ogram or require a password to be

entered prior topply ﬁg&tQ%;Qo% Ea‘?ieﬁXmo'?tl,xﬂc% &ﬂ@s' Ve's¥ar ﬁﬂﬁn arh?@ﬁ@énﬂ%gnﬁe%?fﬂ(

may wor k soth%itll on s\,\g‘1 rol_gram; a”;lre se ect e ter a search wll
be di spl ayedearfhtEngsipgibs Eé? Flcegapd t edP dugipiords thag the SEUENESS- Por
all shows cmantanqwcangbesq@@cueﬂ beragsenatsemenca isch def afivords dchmltdi tiyoa delieviengypch aros e
programs. | NpegiBd. aF&r‘%&&lﬁélb MRe RARAG ﬂﬁ{atcam blabi€arid et isQidelf b REr@OIINEL M is

program,does _not. pars L. P s .th o] ext to a web
site, i ch ¥B¥? w??to\?‘fﬁsegggﬁgﬁg%ngﬁ t‘fltoar liegﬁ%‘% 5; Sa"gr (‘)Ntél%tam listings and
descri ptions. Al f\dditignallyesegrch stﬁ@gsmtcweﬁf@@r@w yords of 3 eerteperebasedor h,
\mt EaL ses tmesesxein&asto@dmetirewld@nd?mas&ﬁsxdxﬁlﬁe , roAtied ubsid segisceltite saarvledirings] e,
ic as it e ) b
%&%nﬁﬁfe%& ‘Bfé'cl(‘@at 2id %ﬂé eq §l9y t%g:?eq{eﬁrgféah&tthm%e%%agylg .

descri ptions s are obt results are disp

a user. V%er@ﬁ‘p@ﬁi’df h‘B‘%t éfﬁ%‘z/.% ‘H’#Fcﬂg"érm m§é‘l‘¢é&‘i’3eﬁ ‘Sfogram to be instantly
tuned -¥ WO 00[THe getieraR@TRIBOID Atin@3de kolteoted withphibe wéasch frograinatlde genasatechg or

recording. ViR s{rm § fe ARMEd taemuud@%due@m diteéaedhrmmgathaair@us‘e@mdnc&eiradng 0 be

preferred an sent vention

nodi fi cat i ong1 gé(te?r%%a%r %W@ﬁf‘f‘%?ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ?““@% raéc ngtaga&aﬁ%%aércw regd §ﬁ°a‘.=xnap I
skill in thesearchsuings suglipgthearticley éa ”wndhanouampmes} Heyeven thegrticlgs, ‘4 9ncwani
readily 5 appreciate that other applications nay be substituted for t hose
set forth herein without departing fromthe spirit and scope of the present
i nvention. Thus, the present embodi ments “8f the invention should be
considered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive) the scope
of the invention to be determ ned by the clains supported by this
application and their equivalents rather than the foregoing description. 10
15 20 25 30 3~ -6 WD 001 74377 WHAT | S CLAIMED |I'S: PCT/US00114952 1. A

met hod using a conputer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search conpri sing:




providing a selection pointer to a user; 5 receiving text selected by the
user with the selection pointer; creating search strings fromthe text
selected with the p0| nter; sear chi ng a database to find ,&, st on t hat
correl ates Y8 H& search strings; retrieving informati oﬁb? a({ correl ates to

the sgarch r\]ﬁ{hH e{‘%ﬁteﬁ&%& ﬁcl} gux%@& %2:3\?5@ a sﬁx‘?{ﬁ&' R x&é’ﬂfh Uk e@@#ﬂ&n#@ ved

informatio sel ectlng i
search text and ECRYHE SR rama&tn&t%fep‘g@as@ﬁp if»ﬁ szalr%h ﬁﬁ'qssmevsgﬂﬁo fRREhtext s

sel ect ed f ratabase Wgehetatdisebechibinltpafiee datibaskiven eititchesideisn thg user sampbine pr of

sel ecting %ﬁ%&&xﬁl@%ﬁclﬁ%ls@@ﬂ%Cif'a@garﬁ’l ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁsﬁﬁm& o§ar§§ﬁ‘1’i’§§énﬁﬁceqls fuld ;In
wherei.n the X is.selecte

The. i hod TRy LEHiGE faf gt BB B R o siPEet 1f BB AEFol et LR 5

dat abase sdbaron-sehterdeseansstnyeds ound infhe datakeseghendhe St lwudlh@thpmmie@tenm t hat
text on thee&tH itfigg P a@eedih tletedréterediqatw. i s pl aced. 20 5. The nethod u5| ng
a conputer of s

clai m1 wherei ngtﬁ%loﬂg%ﬁ@&l ecPésgé%]fq{gg%gg&% Eth%ge &grﬂe@%@r{?ﬁﬁ?g?ﬁ?{rﬁg entire
par agr aph WREFRSIIRgS h3¥¢ Rewrplaced yite Hig gearchstegplt Q‘ﬁée’ s BVt sretoispHit er of
sel ectliong smewecis ;mbmxmlndlmmdnbddxmg\t af st pxbmem/e:amhthafdataansm entrisheareei n

E EZ :);X?]t Z f‘drﬁ%fé& Hayedtdaen R{é'délh\%nért dﬁﬁ shdaicity %g the! sEhrémﬁnr?g@tcbﬂtﬁln@dg??tﬁlﬂ%gzh‘é‘?grhe

toxt "and. comdl PRET I ik Hel et SoUP S RN I ity

sel ect ed bydatadhesesnirneantaining a seapdisiringsdnsinting ef ancﬁmlvmsedtsn@eﬁ@rl@ armmhplhe

poi nter is pgHoRigLBecalse tﬂ&@atmim;ﬂy% ll&elsi%TBélE@d’vaﬁXf 16 ®he einboimeRajfahe t ext

and copduct g Gl ARASS g&f}s&@m Gk HOE Rl @Eﬁea&aﬁ?ﬁ@ 6L 5h by

t he pointer |saspec er is
pl aced. 9. 2PRECHER ama%P ea‘V@BWﬁﬂP%ﬁex‘éf“a%«?FB’é?’i‘tHﬁ QpgiVg thegk raahlag or
conduct i ng anhat whegefllstag thhir pfiority.al mtdxiwnehie ihe stdreh eetitquesw acdiemaysy it he
pointer is @cg,qe,cgmp'\@pp,@mg)er of words before WD 00l 74397 PCT/ US00114952
and after where. fhe p The net hod u conput of
sel ecting sear c#’? [5\% ?%ﬁﬁm %aﬁ%ﬁg‘f ?ﬂﬁag’a%? Wtbﬁggwgggﬁ%ﬁeg?fs sfeagpgecra#f S\Aﬂg}'e
the ted@ i sreswltextcanbesipedisald inppt tepieto prardhitieg dapbasg. Irjadditiopaky seargrediflt texle t ext
Sto be sel QﬁxTcEds thambubtysxtt hap bplagémpan the rddlt of Hplyadg £ MdiRionsl sped foitkn of
the text toghe ggtx[ed. 11. The met hod using a conput er of selecting
search text an yc N uct i %a at abase search of clajm V\:PEI’EII’] tH
dat abase conpri S8Wlyefatrhes Sieh s 98 thfninfemes rratangrete Wmﬁza SPhECYRRIADEF disi ng
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0 t one con IStI
yne.and ol UG B8 UeBbpos e Rpasi o kD s Uy IS B0 )
search t ext VAR, g tpw gl @e@wr@bwélmsclséea Wro»ro It@Hnrfhe_LmPH‘rtF’HerThls is
conpri si ng: patianarigrieethen thi¢ databasé @aehdd ionlisting of televisiby prodrims Iides@iptiont. usi ng

a conputer of sqﬁq&u&%ﬁ % Bk Eilor M GARBH ol P HBRABARS BLRATAPT
t

clalm%fur her c eretrleve t’l on
met hod >8isi n§2s5d €8 lﬁ? @Eﬁelsfﬁc earch text and conducting a database
search of cl ai minhi§ agg héqum]nmn ginmergence, it is desirable to correlate world wide web

information with television information. In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, a

designated portion of text information on the world wide web is compared with television listing

information stored either locally or on a central server. When activated, the computer program

35 displays a list of information, including television schedule information, that correlates with the
selected text.

In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the computer program is identified

by a "floating button," which resides in the memory of the local computer unit or client unit. The

-4-



pronpting the user to select programinformation corresponding to a program
to vielw, 2S receiving a selection fromthe user of a programto view and
tuning a television to a channel of the selected progra b of the
sel ected pr¥9PYi7716. The nethod using a computer of selrpé%hsﬁ“g s%gr ch text

and conductigag; b%ﬁ@:?%@%e}?ogga%%g&kn%t&b&h a e I d06LivE BTRGE %% A othe
pronpting the uSer 1Q S€le rogram I'nf orne roh corresponding to-a plrogram
to record; lnEstcamrytible lapeagei s "pytiom ¢ambe drgredsp resids on g pamion of wetdextan and
tuni ng a vitHescréehC A click gf the Buttd s fivadesalitodofguted proighuen. SEHechuttomlispsain deikct 3S

di f ! i . i) E f
recordi ng %@ﬁg@;&ho?%ﬁieff]tbgﬁnﬁ%%hggag§£b%§émeIW18&{ ﬁtlﬂ[s{n%len@HQcﬁt 5.0

the sel ecte o%ram ug&ng %ewr ttTe to, search for
rel evaht t el RRACEIPYITT PrOSEFaRAESSS Hic Web\gyt GB¢ 54 95/SeBken £ 08B 0 1448 Th SBIREE #€i ng
t he steps ofomparedutp therpgogram digtingaiandpragrsml dsedriptinng df anyeof;the progiami lisgngset
sel ect ed byprop@mURSdriphbdsitohtai (RdeBérhile® SeaRBi sHRE, thén (BRpropAmIRAAEhrShIdRIS
fromthe telo aehasl S WL A5 GeleChoR RO et Suaeate AL dahabase
of tel evi si of ro&rpa | ﬁf)ta PO T8 i HE THPFSIREE U5R TR corre t8§ 8 the
search stri Figyancedq thedrpuhigxt eThs\spaselongsylt aghe plemants preghenglisplayedrechulingtp abase
that coor e:c thicie Scl¢vandcne tiz@ue texs tThus) g masOreay it edgraig listings arRldestripeb\wiifii on
programin t " t ext
to search fgér %?%Hggr‘ls? t@%‘eﬂ\i}lﬁgﬂ; tgr?ksylraéggé%smg{mgg%?ﬁ%x?g@d ?‘?ﬁ@é‘ﬁ‘%f FB%,)?AS% ng:
pronpting t HBBEFERy I3 cxemplany cRbAYMER! AT MoPHR{IPHADTISFY SQBBYIER YRy it ePniginsogr am
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time of the selected progr . . .
the spec1tlled tlm% to v%ataln&me program. In alternative embodiments, a television user may select

20 multiple television programs from the displayed results. The multiple television programs may
be tuned in the order that the programs were selected or the programs may be tuned at a user-
specified time. The selected program or programs may be selected via remote, wired-link or
store and forward methods. A selected program may be tuned instantly or scheduled in the future
for automatic recording.

25 In additional embodiments of the present invention, parental control may be exerted over
which programs will be displayed. The television user may cause a selected program to be
displayed subject to a password being entered. This allows a parent to, for example, conduct a
search for all shows containing specific content and either block a child from viewing the
program, or require a password to be entered prior to program display. Alternatively, the parental

30 control may work so that only those programs that are selected after a search will be displayed.
This allows a parent to, for example, conduct a search for all shows containing specific content
and limit a child to viewing those programs.

In an altemative embodiment of the invention, the computer program does not parse the
input text, but passes the input text to a web site, which has its own search engine for searching

35 program listings and descriptions. Alternatively, the computer program may not run the search,
but parses the selected text and passes the search strings to a web site, which has its own search
engine for searching program listings and descriptions. Once the results are obtained, the results
are displayed for a user. Whereupon the television user can select a program to be instantly tuned
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S10 /G&IS( )- Gslegr Q&f glzumEFwﬁercm theFtext is selected from a document being viewed in a viewer.

4. The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim 1 wherein the text selected by the pointer is that text on the entire page where the
pointer 1s placed.

20

5. The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim 1 wherein the text selected by the pointer is that text in the entire paragraph
where the pointer is placed.

25 6. The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim 1 wherein the text selected by the pointer is that text in the entire sentence where
the pointer is placed.

7. The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
30 search of claim 1 wherein the text selected by the pointer is a specified number of words before
where the pointer is placed.

8. The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim | wherein the text selected by the pointer is a specified number of words after
35 where the pointer is placed.

9. The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim 1 wherein the text selected by the pointer is a specified number of words before
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search of claim 1 wherein the text is selected by placing the pointer at a first position of the text
to be selected, and by then placing the pointer at a second position of the text to be selected.

11.  The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim 1 wherein the database comprises television program information.

12. The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim 1 wherein creating search strings comprises dividing the text into pieces based
upon at least one of the group consisting of punctuation, word type, and grammar rules.

13.  The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim 1 further comprising:

storing retrieved information in a memory.

14, The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim 1 further comprising:

ranking the retrieved information.

15.  The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim 11 further comprising:

prompting the user to select program information cormresponding to a program to view;

receiving a selection from the user of a program to view; and
tuning a television to a channel of the selected program at a time of the selected program.

16.  The method using a computer of selecting search text and conducting a database
search of claim 11 further comprising:

prompting the user to select program information corresponding to a program to record;

receiving a selection from the user of a program to record; and

tuning a video recording device to a channel of the selected program,;

recording from a start time of the selected program until an end time of the selected
program.

17. A method of using prewritten text to search for relevant television programs
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to the search strings;
retrieving television program information from the database that correlates to the search
strings;
communicating retrieved television program information to the user.
10
18.  The method of using prewritten text to search for relevant television programs of
claim 17 further comprising:
prompting the user to select program information corresponding to a program to view;
receiving a selection of a program to view from the user;
15 tuning a television to the selected program.

19.  The method of using prewritten text to search for relevant television programs of
claim 17 further comprising:

prompting the user to select program information corresponding to a program to record,
20

receiving a selection of a program to record from the user;

tuning a video recording device to the selected program,;

recording from a start time of the selected program until an end time of the selected
program.

20.  The method of using prewritten text to search for relevant television programs of
claim 18 wherein the television program information retrieved from the database corresponds to
segments of a television program; and wherein the user can select a segment of a television
program to view.

30 21.  The method of using prewritten text to search for relevant television programs of
claim 19 wherein the television program information retrieved from the database corresponds to
segments of a television program; wherein the user is prompted to select asegment of a television
program to record; and wherein only a segment of a television program is recorded.

35
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