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(57) Abstract: When the encoding mode corresponding
to a coding block divided by a block division unit (2) is
an inter-encoding mode of a direct mode, a motion com-
pensation prediction unit (5) selects a motion vector ap-
propriate for generating a prediction image, from among
one or more selectable motion vectors, generates a predic-
tion image by executing a motion compensation predic-
tion process for the coding block using the motion vector,
and outputs index information indicating the motion vec-
tor to a variable length encoding unit (13); and the vari-
able length encoding unit (13) performs variable length
encoding of the index information.
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