METHODS OF MODULATI NG CELL SURFACE RECEPTORS TO
PREVENT OR REDUCE | NFLAMVATI ON  ABSTRACT  The

i nvention includes a nmethod of distinguishing anong
oral bacteria species to determ ne whether a species
is orally deleterious. Such nethod includes contacting
at |least one bacteriumor pol9ion of a bacteriumof a
speci es of oral bacteria a gingival cell; and
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signifies that t LeORMEDUCEINBRAMMATIGNNOt a

del eterious species. Also included wthin the scope
of the invention are nethods for determning the
anti-inflammatory effect sgigppaagent. Such net hods
i nclude contacting the celT"Wth the agent in the
presence of a deleterious bacteriumor portion of

such. pacterjum and, detecti ng.the presence of an

i LB G enBD TS FBebuD o der Bl BEamee AL pectera species o
dét&%lﬁ@%éth@ﬁh 8pdcids i§ bEHl‘l'yfde%‘ieﬁd?ﬁt S@defkthb8 indkiles contacting at least

anti-inflammatory agent. %
one bacterium or portion of a bactenum ol a species of oral bacteria a gingival cell; and
detecting the presence of an indicator compound. The substantial absence of an indicator
material signifies that the species of bacteria is not a deleterious species. Also included
within the scope of the invention are methods for determining the anti-inflammatory effect
of an agent. Such methods include contacting the cell with the agent in the presence of a
deleterious bacterium or portion of such bacterium and detecting the presence of an
indicator compound. The substantial absence of an indicator material signifies that agent is

an anti-inflammatory agent.
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