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(54) Title: PRODUCTION OF 6-AMINOCAPROIC ACID

(57) Abstract: A process for making 6-aminocaproic acid by hydroformylating 3-pentenenitrile to produce 3-, 4-, and 5-formyl-
valeronitrile (FVN mixture), oxidizing the FVN mixture to produce 3-, 4-, and 5-cyanovaleric acid; hydrogenating the resulting prod-
uct to produce 6-aminocaproic acid, 5-amino-4-methylvaleric acid, and 4-amino-3-ethylbutyric acid; and isolating 6-aminocaproic
acid from the reaction product. The resulting 6-aminocaproic acid can be cyclized to produce caprolactam.
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