
A gene Lmx1a which is expressed in dopamine-producing
neurons at all of the differentiation stages (i.e.,
from dopamine-producing neuron proliferation precursor
cells before the termination of division to
post-division cells) is identified. Expression of this
gene Lmx1a in cells is useful as an indication in
selecting cells appropriate for transplanting therapy
for neurodegenerative diseases including Parkinson's
disease as well as a marker in screening a chemical
participating in the induction of differentiation of
dopamine-producing neurons. 


