
A    radiocommunication    system and method using a combination of a
geostationary (GEO) and a plurality of medium earth orbit (MEO) satellites
are disclosed. First, a GEO satellite is launched to provide initial system
capacity. Next, MEO satellites are successively launched into positions
where they can supplement the coverage of the GBO satellite during peak
traffic hours. Finally, when a sufficient number of MEO satellites are in
place, the GEO satellite can provide the supplementary capacity.    


