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CLAIMS ��

1. A theater ride system, comprising: 

a processor; 

a center platform; 

a plurality of actuator arms; 

a plurality of maneuverable seating areas, wherein each maneuverable seating area of ���

at least a first subset of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas is coupled to a 

respective portion of the center platform via a respective actuator arm of the plurality 

of actuator arms; 

wherein the processor is configured to control the plurality of actuator arms to: ���

position the plurality of maneuverable seating areas in a uniform theater 

configuration such that each of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas is 

adjacent to at least one other of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas 

and the center platform to resemble stationary seating sections of a theater at a 

beginning of a show; ���

move the plurality of maneuverable seating areas into different configurations during 

the show; and 

position the plurality of maneuverable seating areas in the uniform theater 

configuration near an end of the show. 

���

2. The theater ride system of claim 1, comprising an additional center platform disposed 

beneath the center platform, wherein each maneuverable seating area of at least a 

second subset of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas is coupled to a respective 

portion of the additional center platform via an actuator arm. 

���

3. The theater ride system of claim 2, wherein the processor is configured to control the 

actuator arms of the center platform and the additional center platform to extend the 

first and second subsets of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas away from the 

center platform and the additional center platform, to lower the second subset to a 

height lower than the first subset, and to rotate the center platform, the additional ���
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center platform, or both to move the first subset over the second subset, the second ��

subset under the first subset, or both during a course of operations. 

4. The theater ride system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of maneuverable seating 

areas are arranged in different positions around the center platform in the uniform 

theater configuration at the end of the show than the uniform theater configuration at ���

the beginning of the show. 

5. The theater ride system of claim 1, wherein the actuator arms are configured to move 

the plurality of maneuverable seating areas into the different configurations by 

extending and retracting via a telescoping component, bending via a jointed ���

component, pivoting in the respective side panel of the center platform or the 

respective maneuverable seating area, sliding vertically, horizontally, or both in the 

respective side panel of the center platform or the respective maneuverable seating 

area, or some combination thereof. 

���

6. The theater ride system of claim 1, wherein the center platform is configured to rotate 

clockwise or counterclockwise. 

7. The theater ride system of claim 1, wherein the processor is configured to control the 

actuator arms to tilt the maneuverable seating areas. ���

8. The theater ride system of claim 1, wherein the respective portions are side panels of 

the center platform and wherein a surface of the center platform is used to perform the 

show and the surface is configured to remain stationary as the side panels coupled to 

the actuator arms rotate during the show. ���

9. The theater ride system of claim 1, wherein the different configurations comprise: 

half of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas arranged adjacent to one another in ���

a first grouping and half of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas arranged 

adjacent to one another in a second grouping; 
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��

one third of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas arranged adjacent to one 

another in a first grouping, one third of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas 

arranged adjacent to one another in a second grouping, and one third of the plurality 

of maneuverable seating areas arranged adjacent to one another in a third grouping; or 

���

each of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas isolated from each other by being 

spaced apart. 

10. The theater ride system of claim 1, wherein the center platform is hexagon shaped, 

square shaped, circular shaped, or triangle shaped.���

11. The theater ride system of claim 1, wherein the processor is configured to control the 

actuator arms to move the plurality of maneuverable seating areas into different 

configurations during the show in synchronization with a storyline of the show, show 

elements of the show, user input received via the plurality of maneuverable seating ���

areas, or some combination thereof. 

12. The theater ride system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of maneuverable seating 

areas are positioned in the uniform theater configuration at the beginning of the show 

such that each of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas is touching at least one ���

other of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas and the platform to resemble 

stationary seating sections of the theater. 

13. A theater ride system, comprising: 

a processor; ���

a plurality of maneuverable seating areas; and 

a center platform comprising a plurality of actuator arms each coupled to a respective 

maneuverable seating area of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas and the 

center platform; 

���

wherein the processor is configured to direct the system to: 

position, via the plurality of actuator arms, the maneuverable seating areas in a 

uniform theater configuration adjacent to at least one other maneuverable 

apart .



30 
�

seating area and the center platform to resemble stationary seating sections of ��

a theater at a beginning of a show; 

move, via the plurality of actuator arms, the maneuverable seating areas into different 

configurations during the show; and 

���

position, via the plurality of actuator arms, the maneuverable seating areas in the 

uniform theater configuration near an end of the show. 

14. The theater ride system of claim 13, wherein the center platform comprises a first 

section disposed above a second section, wherein a first subset of the plurality of ���

actuator arms is coupled to the first section and a second subset of the plurality of 

actuator arms is coupled to the second section. 

15. The theater ride system of claim 14, wherein the processor is configured to control the 

first subset to move the coupled maneuverable seating areas away from the center ���

platform at a first height, to control the second subset to move the coupled 

maneuverable seating areas away from the center platform at a second height, lower 

than the first height. 

16. The theater ride system of claim 15, configured to rotate the first section to move the ���

maneuverable seating areas coupled to the first section over the maneuverable seating 

areas coupled to the second section or to rotate the second section to move the 

maneuverable seating areas coupled to the second section under the maneuverable 

seating areas coupled to the first section. 

���

17. The theater ride system of claim 13, wherein the different configurations comprise: 

half of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas arranged adjacent to one another in 

a first grouping and half of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas arranged 

adjacent to one another in a second grouping; ���

one third of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas arranged adjacent to one 

another in a first grouping, one third of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas 
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arranged adjacent to one another in a second grouping, and one third of the plurality ��

of maneuverable seating areas arranged adjacent to one another in a third grouping; or 

each of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas isolated from each other by being 

spaced apart. 

���

18. A puzzle theater system, comprising: 

a processor; 

a plurality of maneuverable seating areas; 

a first center platform; 

a first plurality of actuator arms each coupled to a respective maneuverable seating ���

area of a first subset of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas and the first center 

platform; 

a second center platform; 

a second plurality of actuator arms each coupled to a respective maneuverable seating 

area of a second subset of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas and the second ���

center platform, wherein the first center platform is disposed on top of the second 

center platform, and the processor is configured to direct the system to: 

position, via the first and second pluralities of actuator arms, the plurality of 

maneuverable seating areas in a uniform theater configuration such that each 

of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas is adjacent to at least one other ���

of the plurality of maneuverable seating areas and the first center platform to 

resemble stationary seating sections of a theater at a beginning of a show; 

move, via the first and second pluralities of actuator arms, the plurality of 

maneuverable seating areas into different configurations during the show; and ���

position, via the first and second pluralities of actuator arms, the maneuverable 

seating areas in the uniform theater configuration near an end of the show. 

19. The theater ride system of claim 18, wherein breakaway zones between the plurality ���

of maneuverable seating areas and between the plurality of vehicles and the first 

center platform are concealed when in the uniform theater configuration at the 

beginning of the show. 
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��

20. The theater ride system of claim 18, wherein the plurality of maneuverable seating 

areas are arranged in different positions in the uniform theater configuration at the end 

of the show than in the uniform theater configuration at the beginning of the show as a 

result of movement of the maneuverable seating areas via the first and second 

pluralities of actuator arms and rotation of the first and second center platforms during ���

the show. 

21. The theater ride system of claim 18, wherein the plurality of maneuverable seating 

areas are arranged in the same positions in the uniform theater configuration at the 

end of the show as in the uniform theater configuration at the beginning of the show. ���


