"A di'gital magnetic reproducing apparatus includes an apparatus for partial
response (PR) equalizing a signal which is reproduced froma magnetic
recording mediumand is error correction code (ECC) encoded and outputting
a PR equalized sequence, a Viterbi~ ector for performing a maxinmm

| i kel i hood sequence presunption on the PR equalized sequence and

out put t i ngarsTEACTWF | THE | DIscrbsgrgEience, and an ECC decoder for ECC
decodi ng the maxi mum | i kel i hood sequence. The Viterbi detector detects an

erasure error at tle digitadf mdpnetae meprodustirtoeprsapiBre elrprlesiamt i on
and outputs erasure error information indicating that an erasure error is
detect ed oo appawaus Hosipdopial réspomse etRRY equatizing e skapehce
together with the maxi num |[ikelihood sequence, and_the ECC decoder
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erroxr correctlon code (ECC) encoded and outputting a PR
equalized sequence, a Viterbi detector for performing a
maximum likelihood sequence presumption on the PR equaliéed
sequence and outputting a maximum likelihood sequence, and
an ECC decoder for ECC decoding the maximum likelihood
sequence. The Viterbi detector deteéts an erasure error at
the time of the maximum likelihood sequence presumption and
outputs erasure error information indicating that an
erasure error is detected and showing a position of the
detected error in the sequence together with the maximum
likelihood sequence, and the ECC decoder executes an ECC

decoding by using the erasure error information.
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