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Ther ore, it i an aim of this invention to provide a new protectar for containers, especially for cans
with an essentially cylindrical form, comprising an upper protector element covering the upper part of the
container and a lower ring arranged peripherally around the container, and which is characterized essentially

30 by the fact that said upper protector element includes a ring pull projecting towards the ouiside n a
downwards direction from the body of sald upper protector element and having a cambered form following the
contour of the container.

Preferably, both the upper protector element and the lower ring are made of a biodegradable pliable
plastic material, thus ensuring its degradation in a relafively short time and hence being environmentally

35 friendly. Thanks to the above described characteristics, a protector is oblained with a low manufacturing cost,
which has a higher level of hygiene than the proteciors known in the art, as the contour of the can that is
usually in contact with the user's lips when drinking directly from the container is protected from dirt in a simple
and practical way. In addition, the described protector does not imply any discomfort or bother for the user
when consuming ’ghe beverage contained inside the coniainer. Advantageously, the upper protector element

40 comprises a circumnierential recessed section near the rim of the protector element, enabling an easy sfacking
of the cans each on top of one another for their storage by tfaking advantage of the flange that these
containers have on their base.

It will be cbvious fo any person skilled in the art that there is the possibility that the protector defined
by this invention forms part of a configuration made of multiple protectors joined together for exampled by ribs,
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It is noted that the union between both elements forming the protector 1 is such that, in a closed
condition, it pravides tight closure, preserving optimal properties of the inside liquid, especiaily for carbonated
beverages by preventing the exit of gas or of the liquid once the ring pull provided on the can-like container
has been opened. | -

40 In a second embodiment of the invention shown in figures 3 and 4, elements equivalent fo those
above have the same number references; the lower ring 3 has a body that is substantially truncated-cone
shaped, the opening being provided with a upper rib 9 section joining the two laieral sections of the opening.
In this way, the ring pull 5 can be snuggly fitted on the opening, whose dimensions coincide with those of the

opening provided on the lower ring 3.



Figure 6.- Perspective view of a third enbodi nent of the protector
for containers according to the invention in an open position.

25DESCRI PTI %@:prﬁbcfﬁgﬁﬁﬂ:})ﬁ@nt P/'%%dh@\!l roviding hy |eﬁ%%rc§éaﬂﬁﬁﬁareb@usfté ﬂé‘!s&ﬁm&or

and 2, attach rh

ond 2, ahached o sieheined ion Sl FRS PrELoct oL L9 SO A Et S
subst ant falens/angyigttnesy dneaihe sdviziser hagleasd Peated. e- AnGgdisaapullies PoByPYifiout so that
r ef er encee nitnbe Kok iIGEPRibe@GBganr 44)he Bs Mhednetwithoublesmping th2 caditives biige inside
t he dppehmga{&ﬂgamﬁge cont ai ner, and a lower ring 3 arranged snuggly

around the rim ont ner j-0il ned to t u

protector 30 e‘i’d%ﬁ‘eaﬁ{’f ?fad’ ShRawE" B re\ég?fﬁ’ﬁ” flé’”“é"é"t [Reiaf EFSDFG%%{ ﬁerf')%ﬂ Cropdses 2
pr ot ect ofircwniaigiiat re@seﬁq@eqt'h@ ¢ erethe finng o8 ihg pEotssREReB an%?f'r@oﬁégeﬁ%vo%ﬁsr'@@ of
pli abl e phastisei sqbler siallarwbrifiuraion ab yhet thy teetawers carpied sjghecoip jHeemree eoras if they
togetherh%m%ﬂh§@¥@&ggmaddg$kyﬁﬁ t hat favour oxo-bi odegradati on and
henc?ﬁ the nat HI’ ql rg%reae aatﬁ‘a ! gd;mgnqgf tﬁ)er nqt e’tcotn%gn sse r”nbﬁg !ng{\'\%l sec'uons cf the
Sai d upper proFeEt I NCOr por a % ng

t owar ds PRFBINGEANSP piBeq by two @r@m*r%gat sHrPaEts far%@@% Fﬂ?éovﬁbwﬂaﬁﬁ %%S%F jointty
upper pr oot g pel Sereafety eadiydnehmpticatign o, focavivera drefl@bleriohbg paw amgnd8s béfeeen
contour gt (bhe rtﬁ%‘k@'l@@l: nb 10 and the lowbrrind 8 tROERDul Bath thid1@ay) e @BnsbBEMRE e

bot h el ega.%pa[n?ee fti?a'i rne d;%ger prot c'io?tefemen r A‘as t%ge%marrmpe%d’ Wl{h ina‘thlglcgsse gze ugper rib

conditio e, re er

of tke i FrEFEHEn Slt‘?q%?ed““’”@%tb%*{i‘i"%r"l‘%ﬁ ‘F?J?* car bonat ed bever ages by
preventing t h&heeetatls, efapepadimensiond artiivénet docpsimly deromtst Fsevell Bhtje patefials used in the
provi dedmaruidciifhgCife bﬁol@&oﬁ&%n&iﬂﬂ_ﬁé’ of AR SnvBRBMNCcAREe BeFenichil rBpide® BCBHREechnical

enbodi e UNQIEsnt'.; %out Iaé.( Hl&éﬁ) tﬁ nercoBé rgLI:He (=] :01@5&%914193 SJtﬁ%lBR?lg claims.

equi val ent to those a oveé have t e sahe nunber references; the | ower
ring 3 has a body that is substantially truncated-cone shaped, t he
opentthg being provided with a upper rib 9 section joining the tw

| ateral sections of the opening. In this way, the ring pull 5 can be
snuggly fitted on the opening, whose di nensions coincide with those
of the opening provided on the |ower ring 3. This protector 1
of the invention, in addition to providing hygi ene protection
previous to the opening of the container, for exanple through the
ring pull 7 provided on the upper base of the can container, provides
hygi ene and tightness once the contai ner has been opened, i.e. once
the ring pull has been pulled out, so that the user can store inside
t he beverage for as |ong as convenient w thout worsening the
conditions of the inside 5liquid to be consuned. Addi tionally,
and as can be seen nore clearly in figure 5, the upper protector

el ement 1 conprises a circunferential recessed section 10 near the
rim1l1ll of the protector elenent, enabling an easy stacking of other
cans of equal or simlar configuration, so that the containers can be
staked in the same way as if they had not the hygi ene seal of the
invention. 10Finally, in figure 6 a third enbodi nrent of the invention
can be seen in which the two sections of the opening can be joined by
two ribs 9 and 10 that run parallel to each other. The lower rib 10
can be used jointly with the ring pull 5 as safety seal by the
application of, for exanple, breakable joining points arranged

bet ween the upper rimof the lower rib 10 and the lower rimof the
ring pull 5. In this way, the consuner has the guarantee that the
upper protector elenent 2 has not been tanpered with. In this case,
the upper rib 15corresponds to a section of the lower ring 3 itself.
The details, shapes, dinensions and other accessory elenents, as well
as the materials used in the manufacturing of the protector for
containers of the invention can be conveniently replaced by other
techni cal equivalents wthout departing fromthe spirit nor scope of



20 CLAIMS 1. Protector for containers, especially for can-like
containers wwth a substantially cylindrical form conprising an upper
protector elenent covering the upper _part of the container and a

|l ower ring 5 arranged peripherally d the contai ner connected to
t he upper protector elenent by neans of a hinge section,
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8. Hyglena seal for containers according to claim 1, characterized by the fact that the upper protector

element comprises a circumferential recessed section near the rim of the protecior element.
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