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" PACKAGING mmcm rbi_z CONTACT LENSES

-CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED PAEENT APPLICATIONS

This appllcatlon is a contlnuatlon-ln-part
patent application of Serial No. 08/257,796, filed
June 10, 1994; whlch 1s a contlnuatlon-ln-part of Serial

No. 08/146 754, filed November 2, 1993._-

"BKCKGROUND OF '.nm INVENTION' o

1. Field of the Invention o

 The present invention relates to a packaging
arrangement for the containment'of at least one '
hydrophilic contact lens in a sterlle aqueous solutlon.

 More spec1f1cally, the 1nventlon pertalns to a packaglng
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arrangement whereln a plurallty of disposable
hydrophilic contact lenses ‘are contained in a specific

" number of 1nd1v1dual packaglng arrangements adapted to

be collectlvely housed in-a. box—llke container or; cart
so as to prov1de a spec1f1ed or. essentlally-measured
supply of contact 1enses for use. by .a. consumer over.a- -

'predetermlned period of tlme.

In particular, the 1nventlon is dlrected to

' the aspect of prov1d1ng an improved attachment between .
- the base members -of" b11ster pack&ges housing the contact

lenses, and a flexible cover sheet utllized for sealing
engagement with the base members._ _ '

The packaglng of hydrophlllc contact lenses in
a ster11e aqueous solutlon is well known 1n the contact
lens manufacturlng technology._ In partlcular, such -
packaglng arrangements generally conslst of so—called |

‘blister packages which are employed for the storage and



“

10 -

15

-2-

.dispens1ng of the hydrophllic contact lenses by a

medical practltioner or to consumer who intends to wear

 the contact lenses. Generally, such hydrophilic contact
' lenses, which may be dlsposable after a szngle wear or

short—term use, are manufactured from ‘suitable .
hydrophilic polymeric materials. These materials may
be, amongst others, copolymers of hydroxyethyl

' methacrylate containing from about 20% to 90% or more of'

water, depending upon the polymer compos1tion.
Generally, such ‘contact lenses must be stored 1n a -
sterile aqueous solution, usually in isotonic saline

_solution in order to prevent dehydration and to malntain

the lenses in a ready-to-wear condition.

'2. Discussion of the Prior Art

Heretofore, contact lens manufacturers

'normally utilized stoppered glassmhottles-containing

sterile saline solutions inrwhichnthe hydrophilic

__contact lenses were immersed as*storage and- shipping
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containers for ind1v1dual contact“lenses1 -~REach Tottle

' was sealed with a suitable silicorne stopper -and prov1ded
‘with a metal closure as a safety seal in the
~configuration of an.overcap. Wwhen the contact lens was
_intended to be removed from the bottle for use by a

patient, the_metal_closure safety seal was required to’ .
be initially torn off the bottle,'thereafter the stopper
w1thdrawn and the lens lifted out from the bottle_ '

.through the 1ntermed1ary of a suitable plastic tweezer

or pouring the contents out. This entailed the -
1mplementation of an extremely complicated procedure,_

since the contact ‘lens was ‘difficult to grasp and remove :
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from the.saline'solution'contained'ln the bottle due to"
the transparent nature'of the contact lens- which '

rendered it practlcally 1nv151ble to the human eye.

- More recently, contalnments in the form of
blister'packages have been developed for hydrophll;c
contact lenses, and which enable the storage and

shipping of the hydrophilic contact lenses in a simple
- and inexpensive expedient manner, while concurrently
- facilitating the convenlently easy removal of the

contact lens by a practltloner or a patlent.
' For instance, a blister package whlch 1s
adapted to provide a sterlle sealed storage environment

. for a disposable or s1ngle-use hydrophlllc contact lensL

wherein the lens is immersed in a sterile aqueous
solutlon- for example, such as in an isotonic sallne
solutlon, is described in U.s. Patent No. 4,691,820 to
Martlnez, which Ls as51gned to the common - ass1gnee of

'_the present appllcatlon, and the dlsclosure of.which 1s

1ncorporated herein by referernce.
- Thus,.in.the above-mentioned Martinez :U.S. -
patent, the bllster package for storlng and dlspen51ng a
hydrophlllc contact lens includes an lnjectlon-molded or
thermoformed plastic base portlon 1ncorporat1ng a molded
cavity whlch is surrounded by an outstandlng planar
flange about ‘the rim of the cavzty.- A flexible cover
sheet is adhered to the surface of the flange so as to
sealingly enclose the cavity in a generally llquld-tlght'

" mode. Within the cavity of the base portion, a
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hydrophlllc contact lens is immersed in a sterile
aqueous solutlon, such as an isotonic saline solution.

A portlon of the ‘side wall of the’ cav1ty is inclined to
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.form a ramp extending upwardly towards'the flange from :
_the bottom of the cavity, and the cover sheet is adapted;f

to be strlpped from the flange in order to expose the

-cav1ty and inclined side wall thereof whereupon the lens

may be readily manually*removed by being'slid upwardly
and out of the cavity along the 1nclined ramp surface of

Other embodlments of blister packages have the
lens—contalnlng cav1ty shaped to be of an essentlally

semi-spherical conflguratlon which 1s d1mens1oned so as

to be adapted to closely support the contact lens

therein immersed in an aqueous solution for ease of

removal and also to facllltate an 1nspectlon process, as

_d1sclosed in copendlng U.s. Patent Appllcatlon Serial

Nos. 08/414,513 and 08/414,515 (Attorney's Docket Nos.

VIN-169, 9014Z-1 and VIN-170, 90142Z-II), also commonly

ass1gned to the assignee of the present appllcatlon.
Mbreover, the foreg01ng constructlon prlmarlly con31ders

the utilization of such blister packages for the

dispensing of individual contact lenses, with such
blister packages being ordinarily separate or single

- packagings, which may then be housed in larger

quantities in a further container, such'as a rigid_
cardboard or paperboard carton of usual construction

- employed for the retail sales of the lenses.

‘It is an important aspect to be able to
furnlsh a user of such disposable hydrophlllc contact
lenses with a spec1fic supply of contact lenses, the

Jlatter of which are normally worn for only a 81ngle day,
in essence, for_ordlnarlly 8 to 18 hours wlth;n a 24-
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hour period. and.thereafter discarded. Hereby, the
packaging of a supply of contact lenses should enable .

" the user to store and prov1de lndlcatlon for
replenlshlng the supply of contact lenses at regular
_1ntervals, for example, at perlods of 5, 10, 15, 30 days

or even longer. Consequently,_prov1510n 1s.made.for

. packaging arrangements including specified quantities of

such hydrophilic contact-lenses contained'in blister
packages, such as belng in sultable 1nterconnected
arrays, wherein these paokaglng arrangements are adapted

to be boxed in a carton enabllng a rapid and precise

determination as todthe quantity of hydrophilic contact

'lenSes'contained therein, and with such'packaging
’ arrangements belng of a compact nature which is

completely protective of the hydrophlllc lenses.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION --=i- - = . :iwi ooe oo oo
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S constituted of a 1am1nated foil or other materlals, such
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In essence, the 1nvent1ve concept.- pertalns to..._

' packaging arrangements in which': ‘a plura}.:.ty of. bl:L_ster. _.--_-:__- L
packages each has afcavity containingérespectivelyvonen.d;hu Sl
_hydrophilic'contact'lens_in a sterile aqueous solution. '

A specified quantity of such blister packages has the
molded plastic base members thereof each containing a
contact lens positioned in a contiguous array, and is
initially covered by a single fiexible cover sheet |

as metallized PET, PC to enhance barrler propertles, or
a layer of the laminate structure inoludlng 5111con

oxide on a plastlc lamlnate to prov1de barrler _ .
propertles in order to prov1de a sealed envzronment for

‘each of the contact 1enses contalned 'in the cavity

35



.formed in each base member. The flexible cover sheet
‘may be dimensioned to cover a 51ng1e base member to

",prov1de an individual or s1ngle packaglng arrangement
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or, in an alternatlve concept, may be in. the form of

strlps whereby ad301n1ng base members are severable
1nterconnected to. enable the dlspen51ng of individual

" blister packages each contalnlng one of the hydrophilic

contact lenses as may be regulred by a user. In
partlcular, a plurallty of such arrays of packaglng
arrangements for contact lenses, which arrays or .
individual bllster packages are adapted to be arranged
in one or .more contalners. '

Each of the bllster package base members,

'whlch may possess a substantially rectangular-

outstandlng planar flange encompassing a respectlve
contact lens rece1v1ng cavxty formed thereln, the latter
of whlch may be offset towards one end of -the- flange,-.n

: and may 1ncorporate 1ntegral support structure A n';_}; ,”;ﬂ..“.

_formulatlng rlgldly supported and-compact packaglng_ |
arrangements such that the cavities contalning the'---f".__u,gn

_hydrophlllc contact lenses of superlmposed arrays are

- substantially protected against potentlally damaging

- external 1nf1uences, such as shocks or 1mpacts whlch may

be 1mparted thereto durlng handling thereof.
Each molded plastic base member of a blister
package may be constituted from a sultable 1njectlon

~ molded or thermoformed thermoplast;c sheet”materlal,

such as, for inStance,.polypropylene, PET, 2c'and other

| thermoplastic materials; whereas the flexible cover
30
,'barrler material, as mentloned herelnabove, sultably

sheet may be constituted of a lamlnate or other type of
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_1mpr1nted ‘and whlch 1s adapted to be heat-sealed to’ the

flange extendlng about the cav1ty of the package
contalnlng the hydrophlllc contact lens. The flexlble

. cover sheet may be of a materlal composrtlon and
_-1mpr1nted in a novel manner as is dlsclosed in copendlng

U.S. Patent Appllcatlon Serial No. 08/106 386 filed on

_August 13, 1993- entitled "Method of Double-Sided

Prlntlng of a Lamlnate and Product Obtained Thereby“,
commonly a551gned to the aSSLgnee of the present -
application and the disclosure of whlch is lncorporated .
herein’ by reference.:. _ '

' In many 1nstances, when arrays of blister

:_'packages are formed, in essence, with the base members
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‘having the cav;tles therein contaln;ng the hydrophlllc
‘contact lenses, the individual base members are

positioned on a production line so as not to be in
direct contact w1th each other. or only in a closely .
spaced relatlonshlp, whereby the. superposxtlon thereon
of the flexible cover .Sheet is implemented through____ ._;T
apparatus whlch does not always-accurately position. the.  __. '
cover_sheet over the collective seguentlally spaced

blister package base members. ~Consequently, although

the surfaces of the flex;ble cover sheets facing the
1nd1v1dua1 base members may prov1de adequate seallng
adherence about the perlphery or confines of the -

cavities contalnlng the contact lenses, it may be

necessary to prov1de engagement w1th at’ least per1phera1 o
surface portions of the flanges extendlng -in spaced
relatlonshlp about the cav1t1es to form essentlally

closed and perlpherally sealed bllster ‘packages without

the need for the provision of adhesrve materlals.
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~ In order to achleve the foregozng seallng or
Jolnlng effect between the base members and the flexible

. cover sheet each of the base members as.descrlbed_ _
'~ hereéinbelow may have the peripheral edges of the flange

surface prov1ded with a contlnuously extendlng groove or

'.recess extendlng proximate the perlphery thereof, so as
- to enable a pressure d1e hav1ng a conflguratlon

complementary to the shape of the groove to force the

'superlmposed flex1ble cover sheet into seallng

engagement W1th the peripheral groove. Thereafter, the

cover sheet may be- trimmed and severed to form .

individual blister packages while permitting the

. materlal of the flexible cover sheet which is engaged in
" the flange groove to form a seallng adherence w1th the

groove wall structure. " A corner of the package may be
reduced in size in order_to more easily enable grasping

. of the 1id or cover-sheet- so’ a& to™start the removal -*%
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thereof from the package.- -This. willnenable-the#;;=; e

-formatlon of the 1ndlv1dua1 blister packages;-éach ° 43

containing respect;vely one-of the hydrophlllc contaét -
lenses'without'the need of having to precisely position.
the continuous flexlble cover sheet over the seguence of

blister packages ‘being produced.

Although the foregOLng is descrlbed W1th
regard to bllster packages each contalnlng a hydrophlllc.
contact_lens in a generally semi-spherical cavity, this
inventive concept is equally applicable to blister -
packages having the cavity in the shape of a generally
rectangular configuration with one upwardly sloping ramp

surface as shown in the above-mentioned U.S. Patent No.

4,691,820 to Martinez. 1In that instance, it is also
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poSSible_to form'a'peripheral_groove in the edge portion

‘of the flange surface extending about the rectangular |

confines of the base mémber so as to enable the pressure

-dle to force the materlal of the flexlble cover sheet

into engagement w1th the per1phera1 ‘groove, thereby

'formlng a seallng connection with the base member.. The

groove addltlonally serves to prevent the f011_or _
material of the cover sheet from extending beyond the

edges of the blister package or. base member which,

concelvably, could cause jams to occur in downstream
process1ng equlpment durlng productlon. An emboss1ng '
die which tucks’ the cover sheet materlal lnto the

' perlpheral groove on the base_member is chamfered at one

corher so as not to tuck the material into the groove as
far at that location. This serves as the point at which

“the user may grasp the flexible cover sheet and detach
"and remove it from the base member. A tip of emboss1ng
die is de51gned to "iton out"’ wrlnkles_that form

naturally during the actual’piéssing ofthe “foil. In
other words, 51mply tueking foil-will cause-wrinkllng,
but thls die deforms (draws) the’ material ‘during

- insertion so that no wrlnkles appear.

Accordlngly, it is an ohJect of the present

 invention to provide a novel construction for blister

packages each containing a cavity housing a'hydrophilic

' contact lens 1mmersed in an agueous solutlon, whereby a
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'flexlble cover sheet is adhered to. perlphery of a flange

of the base portion of the b11ster package through

"1nterengag1ng surface structure of the components.

A more speclflc object of the present

-invention is to provide blister packages for the
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containment of hydrophlllc contact lenses, whereln a

- planar flange structure of a base member of the package_

10

20
v
'__39

35

has a per1phera1 groove ‘formed thereln and extending
along the edges thereof, 1nto which groove there may ‘be
seallngly engaged the material of a flexlble cover sheet
to prov;de an attachment of the cover sheet to the base
member, while preventing the mater1a1 from extendlng
beyond the edges of the base member through lmpartlng a '
reduced 51ze to a corner of the package to mate w1th a

'partlcular section of the emboss1ng die.

Yet another object of the present 1nventlon is

lto provide a method of attachlng a flex1ble cover sheet

to a flange portlon of a base member for a bllster

'package through effectuatlng a mechanlcal sealing
‘engagement between the mater;al_of.the,flex1ble cover

sheet and a'groove structure formed in the flange.

EF TR AL L ETURR et s TETLby

S b e o - - - e K e

Referenee—may now be. had to the follow;ng.ws'
detalled descrlptlon .of.-an exemplary. embodlment of the

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS. . . - o .. . . woa.

_1nventlon, taken in conjunctlon with the accompanylng

drawings; in which: _
' Flgure 1 1llustrates a top plan view of a base

-portlon of a bllster package base memher pursuant to the

invention; |
Figure 2 illustrates.a,hottom view of_the base'

member ; R . B -
Figure 3 illustrates a side view of the base

member ; . | - ' _ '
uFigure_4-illustrateshan.end view of the base

| member; . . - g . .
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Flgure 5 1llustrates a sectlonal v1ew taken f

'~ along line 5-5. 1n Flgure 1

Flgure 6 illustrates, on an enlarged scale,_a'
fragmentary view of the edge portlon of the base member '

_shown in the enc1rcled portlon A of Flgure 5;

Flgure 7 illustrates a typlcal pressure die
which is ~adapted to force the mater1a1 of a flex1ble
cover sheet into a peripheral groove formed 1n the base

member of the bllster package;

. Figure 8 1llustrates an enlarged sectional

; fragmentary view taken in the encircled portion B of

Flgure 7; and
' Flgure 9 111ustrates, generally
diagrammatlcally, the blister package of Figure 1, shown -

‘'with the cover sheet adhered"thereto;

- DETAILED nzscumon

Referrlng now in spec1f1c detail to an °

' ,embodlment of a bllster package constructlon, ‘there- 1s
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illustrated a base member 10, as shown ‘in Figure 1,
which has a planar flange 12 of generally rectangular

- configuration in plan view, and which possess rounded

end corners 14, although 1f desired it is also p0551ble

“to produoe the flange 12 with sharp end corners.

Offset towards one end of the flange 12 is a.

'cavity 16 which, 1n this instance, is of generally seml-g
‘circular conflguratlon and which 1s adapted to receive

therein a hydrophlllc contact lens which 1s immersed in
a sterile saline solution,-as is well known in the"
technology. ' '
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Molded into the planar flange 12 prox1mate the
cav;ty 16 is an 1ndentatlon orx . depre551on 18 which may

be of a generally frusto-conlcal planar conflguratlon,
_ whlch ‘is coextens1ve and spaced from the perlmeter of

the cav1ty 16, and whereln the depress1on 18 is formed

“prlmarlly for the purpose of re1nforc1ng the planar

- flange 12 and to strengthen the latter against lateral _
deflectron tending to break the seal about the cavity 16
_formed'with'a cover sheet. Imparting pressure'against '

the flexible cover material in this region may also

- assist in detachlng the former* from 1ts engagement with
' the base ‘member.

Formed along the perlphery of the rectangular

'flange 12 and sllghtly offset 1nwardly of the edge.

thereof_ls,a contlnuous peripheral groove 24 which

‘imparts a'stiffening strengthening to the Structure of
the flange,fWith:an:increased radius,at one or twWo: - - -

corners 1l4a to.allow. the user to attain an easier grip'

'_on the 1id or flexible cover- Sheet. The4peripheral- S
groove- 24 is adapted to ‘be covered as is--the-remaining .:. .. . .
. £lange surface, by a flexible cover sheet of the type as-

. described herelnabove, and whereby the surface of the

flexible cover sheet extendlng about the cavity 16
containing the contact 1ens 1s adhes1vely fastened
thereto. , ' _ _ _ .
In order to provide a sealing or clamping

' '-'engagement between the surface of the flange 12 faclng

30

35

flexible cover sheet and the latter, a suitable pressure
die 30 ‘having a protru51on 32 coextensive with the

perimeter of the groove in the flange 12 is forced

downwardly into engagement with the surface of the
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flexible cover sheet so as to force the material. thereof .

into the groove extending along'the perimeter of the.
flange of the bllster package base member. The Widthl
and depth of the groove is dlmenSLOned to cause a
clamplng engagement to take place with the flex1b1e
cover sheet material which is forced therein by the d1e
30, so as to essentlally prov1de a mechan1ca1 seallng

'engagement between the cover sheet and the flange 12 of

the blister package base member within the conflnes of
the per1phera1 groove. _ .

' In case of an embodiment in whlch the mater1al
of the cover sheet forms an 1nterconnect1ng strlp with
portions thereof located externally of the perlmeter of
the bllster package base member, such material may be
severed or sultable ‘weakening lines formed thereln in

- order tO fom a continuous array or str:Lp of a -
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' predetermlned number of detachably interconnected.

blister packages. el LT o A T;::;;“_
_ With respect to the foregoing, although the

‘invention has been described with regard to-a-blister-
‘package having a generally semi-spherical cavity 16 for
receiVing a contact lens, it is also equally applicable .

to the flange structure disclosed in U.S. Patent No.
4,691,820 to Martinez by simply molding a groove into
the peripheral'edge:portion of the generally rectangular
flange portion of the base member. This will enable the
material of the flexible cover sheet to be pressed into

the groove by means of the pressure dle,_as descrlbed

herelnabove, and which will ‘provide for a sealing

engagement analogous to that in the previously descrlbed

embodlment._
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From the foregolng it becomes readlly apparent
that by means of the invention 1ncorporat1ng the

',perlpheral groove in the flange portlon of a base nember

10

for a blister package, through a Smele cooperatlng
pressure die structure, it is possible to cause the

_ superlmposed flex1b1e cover sheet to come into

clamplngly seallng engagement w1th the per1phera1 groove
in the flange portion to resultingly form a mechanical
seal between the flexible cover sheet and the periphery
of the base member of the blister package. This will
enable the productlon of bllster packages in a

. contlnuous and sequential manner without the neces51ty

"for having to consider minor dev1atlons and tolerances
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in the p051t10n1ng of the flex1ble ‘cover sheet over
subseguent or sequentially produced blister packages,
inasmuch as the latter will always be”aligned in
cooperatlon w1th the pressure- d1e superimposed thereover

for the formatlon of the seallng engagement w1th the

groove 1n the base.member. == f:pve;:: R U SR
Whlle there -has been shown and described‘what

are con51dered to be preferred embodlments of the

invention, it will, of course, be understood that

' various modifications and changes in form or detail

could readily be made without.departing from the spirit
of the invention. It is, therefore;'intended that the

_invention be not limited to the exact form and detail

herein shown and described, nor to anything less than
the whole of the invention herein disclosed as
hereinafter claimed. ' T T :
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'portlons thereof :located. ln allgnment_ﬂlth.séld ungu

=15~

WHAT IS CLAIMED Is. .

1. A packaglng arrangement for the sealed
containment of at least one hydrophlllc contact lens in
a sterile agueous SOlution, comprising: . :

(a) atdleast'one injection molded or therma
formed plastlc base member having a cav1ty for '
contalnlng a contact lens immersed in said solutlon,

_sa1d base member 1nclud1ng a flange extending outwardly

about the perlphery of said cav1ty, said cav1ty

con51st1ng of an 1ndentatlon extendlng from the plane of

said flange of said base member and a contlnuous groove
formed in the plane of said flange ‘and extending closely
inwardly of the peripheral edge of said flange; and. '
'(b) a flexible cover sheet superlmposed over
said base member and dlmens1oned to be detachably sealed

to a surface area of said flange extendlng about sa1d

cavrty and 1nc1ud1ng said cover-sheet ‘having: the~mt

perlpheral groove depressed into -said: groove 80 :as-to---
form a clamplng engagement w&th-sard flange-eoexten51ve

with sald contlnuous groove.

.2. A packaging arrangement as clalmed in
Clalm 1, whereln said flexible cover sheet has an
expanse whlch is d1mens1oned to be within the conflnes'
of the perxpheral edges of said base member.

3. A packaglng arrangement as claimed in

_Clalm 1, wherein said flex1ble cover sheet is

dimensioned to interconnect a plurality of said base
members in a striplike array for the containment'of a
speclfled number of said contact lenses arranged one in
each cav1ty of ‘each of said hase members. . '

TR
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4. A packaging arrangement as claimed in
Claim 3, wherein said flex1ble cover sheet commonly
extends over sald pluralrty of base members and is
seallngly connected to each sa1d flange of respectlvely
each sald base member. _ , _

5. A packagrng arrangement as clalmed in’

- Claim 4, whereln_sald flexible cover sheet is adapted to
connect said plurality of base members in a coplanar

array. | , »
6. A packaging arrangement as claimed in

individual blister each containing'a single contact
lens. | . | _ '

7. A packaging arrangement as claimed in
Claim'2 wherein said flexible cover sheet having a

. substantlally rectangular conflguratlon. _
' 8. A packaging arrangement.as. clarmed 1nu.. -

Claim 1, wherein said.flange is rectangular and the

cavity in said molded plastlc base.member_ls offseta mr o e

towards onenedgerof said flange w1th1n the per1phera1

‘confines of said continuous groove.

9. A packaging arrangement as'ciaimed in
Claim 1, wherein said flange has a generally planar

-surface configuration faclng said superlmposed cover

sheet in contactlng relationshlp._

' 10. A packaglng arrangement as claimed in
Claim 9, wherein a seal is formed between said cover
sheet and the planar surface of sald flange seallngly

encompassing the peripheral edge of - said cavity. - T~

.11. A packaging arrangement as claimed 1n
Clalm 10, whereln sald seal comprises a heat seal. e
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5.12. A packaglng arrangement as clalmed in

lClalm 1, wherein said molded plastic base member is
'_constltuted of a thermoformable polymer materlal._

13. A packaging arrangement as claimed in

Claim 1 whereln said flexible cover sheet is a multi-

layered laminate having an outer layer of said laminate

'cons1st1ng of a thermoplastlc film contactlng the

surface of the flange of sa1d molded plastlc base

'member.

f: 14. _A.packaging arrangement'as claimed in

| Claim 13, wherein said thermoplastic film is heat sealed
to said flange surface of the base member for seallng
" the cav1ty contalnlng the contact lens.

15. A packaglng arrangement as claimed in
Cla1m 1, whereln said base member and said flexible

-cover sheet conjolntly form a moisture and vapor-

- 1mperv1ous1y sealed contalnment for said contact lens 1n-
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16. a packaging arrangement: as claimed-in -

IClalm 13, whereln sa1d flexible cover sheet comprises a

foil lamlnate,
- 17. A packaglng arrangement as claimed in

CIalm 13 wherein said flexible cover sheet comprises at -
) least;one barrier layer xntermed;ate a pluralrty of
plastic layers. |

18. A packaglng arrangement as clalmed in
Clalm 1, wherein said cavity has a curvilinear

' conflguratlon in. substant1a1 conformance with the shape
'of the contact lens adapted to be contalned thereln.

1%. A packaglng arrangement as claimed in

: CIalm 1, ‘wherein said groove has a cross-sectlon
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dimensioned to clamplngly engage the thlcknesses of the
flexible cover sheet which is pressed into said groove.
20. A packaging arrangement as claimed in

Claim 19, wherein the material of said flexible cover

sheet is pressed into said groove in the flange through
the application of an embossing die.

_ 21. A packaging arrangement as claimed in
Claim 20, wherein said embossing die includes a'raised

.pressing surface aligned in'conformanee with the

peripheral dimensions of said groove in said groove.

- 22. A packaging arrangement as claimed in
Claim 1, wherein an indentation is formed in the surface
of said flange 1ntermed1ate said cav1ty and said '
perlpheral groove. _

23. A packaglng arrangement as claimed in

Claim 1, wherein a reduced radius is incorporated into
an edge or corner_portion of said flange to enable
grasping_of'said flexible cover sheet and removal
thereof from said base member by a user.



