
Intermediate plate The invention is directed to a luggage case as defined in
the preamble of claim 1.  Such a luggage case, known from prior art, usually
comprises a rear wall of the  luggage case, a lid and four side walls that
may be formed from a rigid or a flexi- ble material. Further, such a luggage
case may comprise an intermediate plate  or, alternatively, luggage straps.
Both the intermediate plate and the luggage  straps used as an alternative
are rigidly fixed to the rear wall or the lid or one or  more of the side
walls, for example. The intermediate plates are useful in divid- ing the
interior volume of the luggage case. The luggage straps are useful in fix-
ing the pieces of garment transported in a suitcase. Such previously known
luggage cases have as a drawback that, in a luggage  case with an
intermediate plate, the pieces of garment transported in the lug- gage case
might be displaced if the inner space of the luggage case divided by  the
intermediate plate is not filled completely. Thus, the garments may become
crinkled. The luggage cases with luggage straps, known from prior art, are
dis- advantageous in that the garments may be crinkled while being fixed
with the  luggage straps. Thus, it is an object of the invention to provide
a luggage case, wherein the inner  space may be divided variably and a
planar position of a suitcase's contents held  by the intermediate plate is
guaranteed. The object is solved with the features of claim 1. The invention
advantageously provides that at least one luggage strap has a first  end
fastened to an intermediate plate, that the luggage strap is adjustably
guided along a wall of the luggage case and at least two opposite side wall
por- tions by means of at least one deflection means such that the distance
of the  



intermediate plate to the wall of the luggage case can be adjusted variably,
and  that the free second end of the luggage strap may also be fastened to
the inter 2  mediate plate. Preferably, the luggage strap has its first end
permanently fixed  to the intermediate plate. The luggage strap may be
guided closely along the  wall of the luggage case and/or the respective
side wall portion along which the  luggage strap runs. This embodiment
offers the advantage that the intermediate plate, which pref- erably extends
in parallel with the wall of the luggage case, is not fastened im- mediately
to the luggage case, whereby an optional distance between the wall of  the
luggage case and the intermediate plate can be adjusted variably. Thereby,
the transported contents of the luggage case, e.g. garments, can be held in
a  certain position. The garments can be transported without being crinkled.
A par- ticular advantage is the variable division of the inner volume of the
luggage case,  so that, for example, an optional partial volume can be
adjusted for different  contents of the luggage case, such as files and
garments. It is an additional advantage that the luggage case can be divided
very easily  and quickly. A person can adjust the distance between the wall
of the luggage  case and the intermediate plate using only one hand. A
further advantage is that the intermediate plate can extend in parallel with
the  wall of the luggage case regardless of the volume of the luggage.
However, de- pending on the contents of the luggage case, the intermediate
wall may also be  inclined with respect to the wall of the luggage case.
Preferably, the intermediate plate is rigid. Yet, it may also be made of a
flexible  material. 



The at least one deflection means preferably redirects the luggage strap in
the  mutually opposite transition regions between the respective side wall
portions  and the adjoining wall of the luggage case. The wall of the
luggage case may be  the rear wall of the luggage case and/or the lid, for
example. 3  This is advantageous in that the inner volume of the luggage
case can be divided  variably once or twice, given that a respective
intermediate wall is provided for  the rear wall of the luggage case and the
lid. The at least one deflection means may be formed by a guide channel
through  which the luggage strap is passed. The guide channel may extend
from one side  wall along the wall of the luggage case to the side wall
opposite the first- mentioned side wall. The advantage of the guide channel
is that no friction can occur between the  luggage strap and the contents of
the luggage case while adjusting the luggage  strap. The luggage straps may
alternatively be guided in at least two deflection means.  The deflection
means may be loop-like deflection means. These deflection means  are simple,
economic parts that are easily mounted. A quick-acting fastener may be used
to removable fasten the luggage strap to  the intermediate wall at one
point. The quick-acting fastener may be a Velcro- type fastener, a snap
fastener or a magnetic fastener. The Velcro-type fastener  may be a strip,
such as a Nylon strip, with hooks, where one end of the strip is  fastened
to an end of the luggage strap, and a strip with loops (e.g. a Nylon  strip)
fastened to the intermediate plate. The intermediate plate extends in
different selectable planes, preferably in paral- 



lel with the wall of the luggage case. The variable fastening of the luggage
strap may be realized, for example, by  making the Nylon strip fastened to
the intermediate plate rather long. Thus, the  one end of the luggage strap
can be fastened at different points on the interme- diate wall. 4
Alternatively, with a snap fastener, for example, formed by a first and a
second  element that cooperate, a plurality of first elements may be
fastened to the in- termediate plate and a second element may be fastened to
the luggage strap. As  an alternative, a plurality of first elements could
be fastened to the luggage strap  and one second element could be fastened
to the intermediate plate. With a magnetic fastener a long magnet strip may
be attached on the intermedi- ate plate and the luggage strap may comprise a
flexible strip of metal. As an al- ternative, the metal strip may be
attached on the intermediate plate and the  magnetic strip may be provided
on the luggage strap. The luggage straps 2, 4 form vertical sections 8
between the deflection means  and the intermediate plate 6 that preferably
extend parallel to the side walls 10,  12. The length of the vertical
sections of the luggage strap and thus the distance be- tween the
intermediate plate and the wall of the luggage case may adjustable by
making the luggage strap displaceable with respect to the wall of the
luggage  case and allowing for an optional fastening of the luggage strap on
the interme- diate plate. The luggage case may be a suitcase made from a
rigid or a flexible material. The  suitcase may be, for example, a suitcase
of two suitcase shell halves or a suit- 



case made from or including textile material. Further, the suitcase may be a
trol- ley, a pilot case, a briefcase, a travel bag, a beauty case or a
backpack trolley,  for example. The following is a detailed description of
an embodiment of the invention with  reference to the accompanying drawings.
The Figures schematically show: Fig. 1 an open suitcase,  Fig. 2 a
deflection means, 5  Fig. 3 a top plan view on the intermediate plate. Fig.
1 is an exemplary illustration of a conventional type of suitcase. The open
suitcase 1 has a wall 16 of the luggage case that forms a rear wall, four
side  walls 10, 12, 14, 15, a lid 18 and an intermediate plate 6. Two side
walls 14, 15  form the longitudinal sides of the suitcase and are arranged
opposite each other.  The two other side walls 10, 12 form the two
transverse sides of the suitcase and  are also arranged opposite each other.
The wall 16 of the luggage case, the lid  18 and the four side walls 10, 12,
14, 15 define the inner volume 26 of the suit- case 1. The substantially
rectangular intermediate plate 6 with two transverse sides 5  and two
longitudinal sides 7 thereof has a bottom face 8b and a top face 6a. The
transverse sides 5 of the intermediate plate extend in parallel with the
transverse  sides of the suitcase. The longitudinal sides of the
intermediate plate are of the  same length or slightly shorter than the
longitudinal sides of the wall of the lug- gage case. Likewise, the
transverse sides of the intermediate wall are of the  same size or slightly
smaller than the transverse side of the wall of the luggage  case. 



Two luggage straps 2, 4 are passed along the wall 16 of the luggage case and
the adjacent side walls 10, 12 forming the transverse walls of the suitcase.
The  luggage strap 2, 4 run close to the wall 16 of the luggage case and the
two op- posite side walls 10, 12. A respective end of the two luggage straps
2, 4 is fas- tened to the bottom face 6b of the intermediate plate 6 near a
transverse side 5  thereof that is close to the side wall 12. Preferably,
the fastening is permanent.  For example, the ends are sewn to the
intermediate plate 6. The luggage straps 2, 4 are guided in, preferably,
three loop-like deflection  means S. The three loop-like deflection means 8
are located in the mutually op- posite transition portions between the wall
16 of the luggage case and the side  walls 10, 12 forming the transverse
sides of the suitcase. Two of the three loop 6  like deflection means 8 are
arranged in the transition portion between the wall  16 of the luggage case
and the side wall 12, and one of the three loop-like de- flection means 8 is
situated in the transition portion between the wall 16 of the  luggage case
and the side wall 10. The ends of the luggage straps 2, 4 that are near the
side wall 10, are connected  with each other, forming a combined end. The
combined end of the luggage  straps 2, 4 is guided by a deflection means 8
in the transition portion between  the wall 16 of the luggage case and the
adjacent side wall 10. A part of a Velcro- type fastener is provided at the
end of the combined end of the luggage straps 2,  4. This part is a strip,
preferably of Nylon, with hooks 20. The luggage straps 2,  4 may also be
elastic. Fig. 2 is an upscaled illustration of the deflection means 8
through which the  common end of the luggage straps 2, 4 is passed. The
deflection means 8 is fas- 



tened to the side wall 10 near the wall 16 of the luggage case. The contents
of the luggage may be placed on the wall 16 of the luggage case  with the
luggage straps 2, 4. Even with luggage items packed thereon, the lug- gage
straps 2,4 are still displaceable along the wall of the luggage case. The
bot- tom face 6b of the intermediate plate 6 is placed on the items packed
so that the  intermediate plate 6 preferably extends in parallel with the
wall 16 of the lug- gage case. The other part of the Velcro-type fastener 22
is fastened on the top face 6a of  the intermediate plate 6. This part of
the Velcro-type fastener is formed by a  strip, preferably of Nylon, with
loops 22. The Nylon strap with the loops 22 is ar- ranged in parallel with
the longitudinal sides 7 of the intermediate plate. The Ny- Ion strip with
the hooks 20, provided at the combined ends of the luggage straps  2, 4, may
be attached at various places on the Nylon strip with loops. The lug- gage
straps are redirected by the deflection means 8, on the one hand, and by
the transverse sides of the luggage case, on the other hand. Thus, the
luggage  straps 2, 4 form vertical sections between the deflection means and
the interme 7  diate plate 6, which preferably extend in parallel with the
side walls 10, 12. The  fact that the luggage straps 2, 4 are displaceable
with respect to the bottom  plate 16 and that the combined end of the
luggage straps 2, 4 with the Nylon  strip with hooks 20 can be positioned at
various positions on the Nylon strip with  loops 22, makes it possible to
vary the respective length of the vertical sections  of the luggage straps
2, 4 running along the side walls 10, 12. Thereby, the dis- tance between
the intermediate plate 6 and the wall 16 of the luggage case can  be
adjusted. In this manner, the inner volume of the luggage case can be
divided  



and a planar position of the suitcase's contents held by the intermediate
plate 6  can be guaranteed. The wall 16 of the luggage case in the
embodiment described is rectangular in  shape. Of course, the wall 16 of the
luggage case, for example, may have a  shape differing from a rectangular
shape, e.g. a round shape. it 8  Claims 1. A luggage case comprising at
least one inner volume (26) defined by at  least one wall (16) of the
luggage case and at least one side wall (10, 12,  14, 15) projecting from
said wall (16) of the luggage case, the inner vol- ume (26) being divided by
at least one intermediate plate (6), characterized in that at least one
luggage strap (2, 4) is fastened with a first end to the inter- mediate
plate (6), that the luggage strap (2, 4) is guided adjustably along  the
wall (16) of the luggage case and at least two opposite side wall por- tions
(10, 12) by means of at least one deflection means (8) such that the
distance of the intermediate plate (6) to the wall of the luggage case can
be adjusted variably, and that the free second end of the luggage strap (2,
4) may also be fastened to the intermediate plate (6). 2. The luggage case
of claim 1, characterized in that said luggage strap (2, 4)  is guided
closely along the wall (16) of the luggage case and/or the re- spective side
wall portion (10, 12) along which the luggage strap (2, 4)  runs. 3. The
luggage case of one of the preceding claims, characterized in that the  



at least one deflection means (8) redirects the luggage strap (2, 4) in the
mutually opposite transition portions between the respective side wall por-
tions (10, 12, 14, 15) and the adjoining wall (16) of the luggage case. 4.
The luggage case of one of claims 1 to 3, characterized in that the at least
one deflection means (8) is formed by a guide channel through which the
luggage strap (2, 4) is passed. 5. The luggage case of one of claims 1 to 3,
characterized in that at least two  deflection means (8) guide the luggage
strap (2, 4). 9  6. The luggage case of claim 5, characterized in that the
deflection means (8) are formed by loop-like deflection means (8). 7. The
luggage case of one of the preceding claims, characterized in that the
luggage strap (2, 4) is removably fastened at the free second end by  means
of a quick-acting fastener. 8. The luggage case of one of the preceding
claims, characterized in that the  intermediate plate (6) extends in
different selectable planes, preferably in  parallel with the wall (16) of
the luggage case. 9. The luggage case of one of the preceding claims,
characterized in that the  length of the portions of the luggage strap (2,
4) extending in parallel with  the side wall portions (10, 12) and thus the
distance between the interme- diate plate (6) and the wall (16) of the
luggage case is adjustable by the  luggage strap (2, 4) being displaceable
with respect to the wall (16) of the  luggage case and the position of the
fastening (20, 22) of the luggage  strap (2, 4) on the intermediate plate
(6) is optionally selectable. ~~ 




