A postage neter has the print rotor and platen within a single secure
housing, with a letter detection |ever along the paper path downsttream from
the rotor. The letter detection lever is in a spring-I|oaded couplln

relationship with the trigger that triggers franki ngThisﬁhtatlﬂ
in the neter due to a paper jam the detection |ever m
actuated and the spring-loaded coupling keeps the trlg ger ed
position. This reduces the incidence of unintended dup |cate frankings in
the event of a paper jam The neter further conprises a platen carrier
novi ng the platen toward and away fr, rﬁrﬂﬁi rotor; when the rotor is in-its”
honme position a radial camon the o d can1fo||omer keep the carrier
away fron1the rotor. Wien franking of a |etter begins and the rotor begins
to -

A postage meter has the print rotor and platen'within a single
secure housing, with a letter detection lever along the paper
path downstream from the rotor. The lettef detection lever is_in

5 a spring-loaded coupling relationship with the trigger that

| triggers franking. If a letter remains in the meter due to a
paper jam, the detectiqn lever continues to be actuated and thé
spring-loaded coupling keeps the triggér in the triggered
position. This reduces the incidence of unintended duplicate

10  frankings in the evént of a paper jam. The meter further
comérises é platen carrier moving the platen toward and away from
the rotor; when the rotor is in its home position a radial cam
on the rot@r and cam follower keep the carrier away from the-
rotor. When franking of a letter begins and the rotor begins to

15 rotate, the fctor cam releases the cam follower, permitting the
carrier to move up in spring-loéded relation toward.the rotor.
In this way the platen grips the letter and the letter moves
along the paper path. A letter stopper is in the baper path
downstream from the rotor when thelrotor'is in its home position;

20 when franking begins and the carrier moves toward the rotor, the
stopper is withdrawn from the paper path. The stopper hélps to
align the letter so that the postage imprint is.optimally

oriented on the letter. The trigger includes an enclosure

37



rotate, the rotor camrel eases the camfollower, permtting the carrier to
nove up in spring-loaded relation toward the rotor. In this way the pl aten
grips the letter and the |etter noves along the paper path. A letter
stopper is in the paper path downstreamfromthe rotor when the rotor is in
Its home position; when franking begins and the carrier noves toward the
rotor, the stopper Is wthdrawn fromthe paper path. The stopper helps to
align th etter

oL 00 UERLELAheoE ERED s R hARE L TPhe ek nEP L "Bbh 2RISR S, 2R e
radial and axial movement relative to the trigger pivot. The
trigger is balanced in two axes in the plane in which it rotates, -
thus it has no net moment (or minimallnet moment) about its

5 = pivot. The mass and the enclosure shape are selected to damp
movement of the trigger as it returns to its home position after
it is triggered. The portion of.the trigger lying within the

.paper path is substantially within or slightly downstream of the

plane containing the rotor and platen axes.

Fig. 10A
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