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(57) Abstract 

Therapeutically active composi­
tions of matter are described which 
are useful for treating or preventing 
diseases and conditions comprising in­
flammatory diseases including joint in­
flammation. Crohn's disease, and in­
flammatory bowel disease; respiratory 
diseases such as chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD) including 
asthma, chronic bronchitis, and pul­
monary emphysema; infectious diseases 
including endotoxic shock and toxic 
shock syndrome; immune diseases in­
cluding systemic lupus erythematosis 
and psoriasis; and other diseases in­
cluding bone resorption diseases and 
reperfusion injury; wherein said com­
position of matter comprises a com­
pound which is an inhibitor of phos­
phodiesterase isozyme 4 (PDE4) and 
wherein an indazole is one essential 
component of said compound's over­
all chemical structure, and wherein said 
indazole constitutes a bioisosteric re-
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placement of a catechol component or functional derivative thereof in a known compound having the same said therapeutic activity 

and the same remaining said components of its overall chemical structure. Included are compounds of Formula (IA) or (IB), wherein R2a 

and R2ii are independently selected from the group consisting essentially of hydrogen and hereinafter recited substituents, provided that 

one, but not both of R2a and R2ii must be independently selected as hydrogen, wherein said substituents comprise moieties including the 
following: (IC}, (ID), (IE}, (IF), (IIA), (IIB), (IIC), (IID}, (llB), (IIF), (IIG), (IIH), (III), (IIIA), (IIIB), (IIIC), (IIID), (IlIE), (IIIF), (IIIG), 

(IIIH), (IIll), (IIIJ), (IIIK}, (IIIL), (IIIM), (IllN), (IIIO), {IIIP), (IUQ), (IIIR), (IIIS), (IIl'I), (IV), (VA), (VB), (VC), (VD), (VE.), (VE), 
(VF), (VG), (VH), (VI), (VJ), (VK), (VL), (VM). 


