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SETTING DEVICE 

The prestortL invent.ion relates to an c1pparatus for clisplacinq 

slide elements in an apparatus for displaying characters, 

preferably on o price label. It cunc;ists of a basic part 

comprising openings for receiving the slide elements and a 

visible ::;urface and a reverse sidr. oppo::;.ite of the same. The 

slide elemen"cs are arranged in a displacc:able manner from a 

[ic--;L posit..ion in which the face sides of the .'slide elements 

are visible from the visible surface of the basic part to a 

:second po~>i.t.ion in which l he face surfuces arc~ arranged in the 

basic part at a distance behind the visible surL~ce and are 

substantially not visible. The openings for displaying eaclt 

character are preferably arranged in a form of a malrix. 

A simi 1 a r apparalus l.S al rc:ady knmm from EP 12 32 4 91 Al. In 

this case however the apparatus disclosed there has a more 

complex setting mechanism and a more complex seL--.t.ing method. 

The apparatus disclosed in EP 1232491 Al calibrates in a first 

method step the position of the slide clements, such that all 

slide elements which are provided for displaying a charactP.r 

are displaced t.o one end of the openings receiving the .sl ~de 

elements. The slide elements are displaced in a second method 

st.c:~J (_u ~;uc:h po~;ition 1.n which the desiLe<.l character cafl be 

read on the visible surface. This procedure requires that 

posit::ioninq pinf_~ dio-;pldc:inq the slide elements need Lu be 

introduced first from one side into the openings of the basic 

part ln order to perform the calibration.. Other po::>itioning 

pins need to be introduced from the other side into the 

openings in order ro [lllSh r.hP slide elements t.o their r-cqu1.red 

cncl posil.ion. Thi~; l .. im""'-offset int:coduct.ion of the positi(ming 

pins into thP. opP.ning of t_hR h;1si r prirt requires a complex 

motion mechanism of the apparatus. iYloreover, the preci.se time 

adjustment is very important beci'JUSP thP ca I ibration fir.'~t of 

L.he slide elements 1-.rhose openings covered by the 

calihri'lting positioning pins it IS not possible to first 
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introduce the positioning pins into t_he openings v.Jhich produce 

the displacement of the 

character to be displayed. 

slide element according to the 

It is the object of the present invention to avoid these 

disadvantages and to provide an apparatus of the kind 

mentioned above which lS simple in its configuration and 

allo'"'s to perform a more convenient and quicker setting of the 

characters to be displayed on the basic part. 

This is achieved in accordance wiLh the invention by the 

characterizing features of claim 1. 

As a result of Ute precise allocdt ion of positioning pins to 

each slide element for each character to be displayed, a 

.separation o[ the positioning plns can he made in the re~;pect 

that only the part of the positioning pins which is required 

for displaying the desired character and which push the slide 

elements to the visible surface o[ the basic part is arranged 

on a setting template and the other part of the positioning 

pins which is responsible for displacing the slide elements in 

the direction of l:he reverse side opposite of the visible 

b~rtace is arranged at the opposite Sl8e of the setting 

template. Tn Utis •tJay, the positioning pins can be introciuced 

substantially simultaneously form both sides into the openings 

of the basic part guiding the slic.ie clement, leading to a 

substantial simplification in the :movement mechanism of the 

apparatus. It. Ls therefore sutLi.c: i cnt to press the handle 

sLrips against each other. In their initial po~; i tion they are 

preferably aligned in rl V-shapcd manner relative to each other 

and arc connected with each other via a spring element. By 

pressing the handle strips together, they are aligned parallel 

with respect to each othec'c and the positioning pins rr1oved ,,1ith 

the handle sl.rLps can be introduced ~;imultaneously inl.o the 

open1ngs of the basic part. The setting Lhus occurs more 

quicidy than in the already known apparatus. E'os_t tioning pins 
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U1at need not be displaced due to a former illustrated 

character are not displaced in 

accordance with the inver1t·. ion. 

the setting apparatus in 

The arrangement of the positioning pins occurs in the setting 

templates which are held in the hand 1 e strips •A~hich according 

to an embodiment of the invention in accocdance with the 

characterizing feature of claim 2 are joined with each other 

and are fixed in their position with r-espect to each other. 

Groups of positioning pins are arranged in sect-ions on the 

setting templates. Groups of po~; i tioning pins arranqed on 

mutuull y joined setting templates are allocated 1n1ith respect 

to each other in di n_,cLly opposite sections and are provided 

for simultaneous introduction of different sides into the 

openings of the basic part. 

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention as 

described in the characterizing features of claim J, Lwo 

mutually associat.c_,d groups of posi t~ioning pins compri!'->e the 

number of positioning pins which corresponds to the number of 

openinqs Fen displaying a character ln the basic part. As a 

result, one of the llllJ t: ua 11 y ossocia ted groups can form a 

poO:;iLive image of the character to be displayed on the settiny 

template and t.he other· of the asoc;ociJ.ted groups can form an 

inverse representation of the character on the setting 

template. Both qroups ,,,hich are inl.roduced simultaneously into 

the openings of the basic part of mutually o;oposite side!'; 

produce the alignmenl_ of the s1 ide elements on the visible 

surface according to the character to be displayed. 

a result of the characterizing features of cld ims 4 and 5 

it is possible to the setting templates in a 
displaceabJe way on the handle str1ps. 

As a re::;ult of the characterizing feature:c; of claim 6, settinq 

Lemplates arranged mutually opposite on cliffeccnt handle 

strips can be joined t.o P<'ich other and be fixed 1 n their 
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position rclalive to each other. There is thus also the 

definition of mutually associated groups of positioninq pins 

which are introduced substantially simultaneously into the 

openings of the basic part. 

As a result of the characterizing feature uf claim 7, the 

basic part can be helcl bet".1,vepn the handle strips in a position 

in 1,vhich the positioning pins can he introduced into its 

oper:ings. 

The charactcri ziitg features ot cl oim 8 describe a preferred 

embodiment of the holding element. 

The distance bet~oJcen webs wllic:h are arranged in pariclllel with 

respect to each other corresponds according to the 

characteri zj ng part of claim 9 suhstuntia).ly to the v.1i dth of 

the setting templates, so that the same can be displaced along 

the handle strips despite the holding element_ Positioning 

positions which are associated with each other 1n the holding 

element receiving the basic part can be brouyht into position 

for the introduction into its openings. 

The ~oJebs fo:cminq t.he hold ,_r,g clement and the receivi_ng means 

each comprise breakthroughs in accordance with claim 10 co 12, 

which brca kUHoughs, in combination, form an 

accessible cuboid chamber within the holding element into 

which a basic part can be pushed- The cross section of the 

chamber is formed by the flush aligned breakthroughs of t.hc 

1-lebs _ The longi tud i.rta 1 sect ion i.s formed by the breo kthrough 

which is arranged at a right angle thereto in the receiving 

means. 

Claims 13 to 15 clesc:r:ibE' a preferably realized ejector for the 

basic pi:1 r l~ l. After the alignment ot l~he slide element tn the 

basic part, the same can be removed agairt rapidly from the 

apparatus in accorduncc 'dith the invention, a result of 



~,o1 hich the same ~oJill become free for use in the next ba~;ic 

part. 

?-\s a re~ml t of the characterizing feature~; of claim 16, the 

ho 1 ci ing element and the setting templates form a precisely 

matched unit which allow a pr·ecisc mutual positioning. 

Claims 17 to 19 describe alternative embodiments of the 

setting templates. 

'I'ilere is now a detailed cle~;c:ription of the invention .sho~om in 

the drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 

F'iC:J. 2 

Fig.J 

Fig. 4 

Fig. 5 

Fic:r. 6 

Fig. 7 

fig. 8 

fig.9 

Fig. 9a 

shows a front view of a basic part (price label); 

shows a sP.cLional view alonc:r the line XX of fig.l 

shows a front view of a basic part with slide 

elements in a visible position; 

shows a ~ectiohal view aJong the line YY of fig. 3; 

shows a side view of a basic part; 

" shows a top view of an appara Lus i.n accordance with 

the invention; 

shows a side view of an appara l.us .i.n accordance with 

the invention in a compressed posiL.ion; 

shows a side view of an apparatus in accordance with 

the invention without a basic part 1n the initial 

position; 

shoi"Js a. sectional vie~o1 of un apparatus in accordance 

1r~ith the invention along the lin2 AA of fig. 6 in 

the initial position '"'ith inserted basic part; 

shows the detail of fig. 9; 
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Fig. 10 

rig. lOu 

Fiq.lJ 

Fig.l2 

E'ig.13 

E'ig.lJa 

C'ig.lJb 

E'ig.14 

E'iq.14a 

E'ig.14b 

E'iq. 15 

F.i.g.lSa 

Fig.lSh 

E'ig.l6 

E'ig.16a 

Fig.17 

6 

shows a sectional view of an app~rutus in accordance 

w i t h t h C' i r 1 v 2 n t. i on a long the 1 i n e Al\ o f f i g . 6 1. n a 

compressed position with inserted basic purt; 

shows the detail or· fig. 10; 

shcJ''IS a sectional Vl2W olong the line BB of fig. G; 

shows a sectional view along the line cc of fig. 6; 

shov-1s a sectional view along the line::' DD of fig. 7-
' 

c-;hows a detail of fig. 13; 

shows a detail of fig. 13 with a larger slide 

element; 

shows a sectional view along the line EE of fiq. 7 

with a basic part; 

shows a detail of fig. 14; 

shows a detail of fig. 14a with a larger slid~ 

element; 

sllO"-IS a sectional vir':'"' along the line EE of fig_ 7 

without the basic part; 

shows a detail of fig. 1 5 ,,Ji th an inserted basic 

pa :ct; 

S hOVJS a detail ot fig. 15 with an ejected basic 

part; 

shovJs a sectional view along the lillc HH of fig. 7; 

shO'rJ'-' '3 :c;ectiona I vie1.-1 along the line HH of fig. I 

with a basic part with larger slide element; 

shows a sect ion a 1 vie'"' a l orq t he 1 in e F:: of f i g . 8 

without basic part; 
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Fig. 18 sho~.>1s a sccL.l or;dl vie1"' along the line F'F of fig. 8 

'-'lith ba.sic part; 

Fig. 19 vie•,-J along the ll' n"' "" f f · ~ "''" 0 l g. 7 

ln a compressed position; 

Fiq. ~ 0 ~;hO'-"/S an alternative embodiment of the setting 

templat_es; 

Fig.21 shows alternative embodimer1 t. of the 

setting templates; 

Fig.22 sho1,1S an acldi tional alternative embodiment of the 

setting templates; 

Fig. 1 shows an appL1ratus for displaylng characters, 

consisting of a basic part 1 and opening-s 2 in which slide 

elements 3 a rf_: held in a displaceable manner. Such an 

apparatus is already knov-10 from EP 1 232 491 A1 and is used 

for clisrl aying prices for example, l. c. it is used as a price 

label. 

Fig. 2 sho\vs a sectional view along the line XX of fig. l. The 

slide elcmenLs can be mo·•<'::!cl from a position in v-1hich they are 

visible from the visible surface 1a of the busic part 

(dj n-ecl~ion of view 4 in fig. 5) to a position in which t-.hey 

are not visible from the visible surface 1a. 

A matrix of open1 ngs 2 is provided For each character t.o be 

dlsplayecl. In the present case this is a Jx5 matrix. ~he 

number of openings per character can be chosen at random. 

Dcpc'ndj ng on the character to be displayed, the slide elemP.nts 

3 are pushed to a position in which they are visible from the 

visible surface l.-:t (direction of vie''i 4) . 

fig. 3 .shm,J:--; :1 n an exemplary rnarHlcr how the slide elements 3 

arc~ 11sed for this purpose. 
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Fig. 4 shov-1~; the respective sect i unal view along line yy of 

fig. 3, with the slide elements shown in fig. 3 as a black dot 

projecting with their face surfaces ~ slightly over the 

visible surface la beyond the basis part 1 and thus bei.ng 

visible. It is under.s Lood that visibility is also ensured ln 

the case ,,1hcn the face surfaces ~ are flush with the visible 

sur lace la and in the case of an arrangement of the face 

surfaces 5 within the basic part 1, shortly behind the visible 

surface la. 

Fig. 5 sho•,;s a side viev-r of a basic part l wiL.h a web 6 •,;h ich 

can be used for fastening lo various holding apparatuses or 

for making the observation angle more conveni.ent. 

The appuratu"'' in accordance with l.hc invention is now used to 

adjust the slide elements 3 in such a way· that lhc characters 

desired by the user can be displayed. 

figs. 6 to 10 sho•,; such an apparat.us ~n accordance with the 

invention in a side and sectional views. 

The apparatus consists of two handle slri ps 7, 8 ·which are 

pivotably connecled v-1ith each ot.her. Setting template::-3 16 and 

17 are arranged on the same. In the pres~nt embodimenL, 

several s~LLing templates 16, 17 are held parallel adjacent to 

one another and in a longitudinally displaceable manner in 

each hc:tnd1e strip 7, 8. As wil.L be explained below in closer 

detail, alternative embodiments for the setting templates an.' 

possible. 

The. ~;etting templates 16, 17 are provided 1,,1ith guide hoob; 18 

which engage in guide grooves 39 of the handle sLrips 7, 8 and 

are guided therein. The guide hooks 18 engaging in the handle 

strip '/ are simultaneously used as setting handles ll '"1hose 

purpose will be explained ~n closer detail 1 n the course oic 

describing the function. 
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covers 10 are provided t.o cover the gulde grooves 39 over the 

regions of the handle strip~; 7 r 8 t which preven t:s the 

intrusion of dirt. 

The handle strips 7, 8 per se are compressi.ble and are aliqned 

1 n a v-shaped manner with respect to each other in their 

starting position. They are joined with each other via a 

pivotinq apparatus 13. Notice must be taken here that the V-

shaped starting posit-. ion merely represents a preferred 

embodiment of the invention. The principal requirement is the 

compressibility, which cJn also be achieved for example by a 

parallel arlvancir..g movement. ln the present embodiment 1 t~hc 

pivoting apparatus 13 is a spring element which produces the 

v-shc:1pe<l alignment in the starting position of the handle 

strips 7 r 8 ami is arranged i11 rcces.ses 21 of the handle 

slrips 7, 8. The spring element 13 is provided H1 its end 

regions •r~ilh noses 20 which engage in respective stops 22 of 

the handle strips 7, B and fix the spring element 13. 

The handle strip 7 is provided with a reading window 9 through 

which the adjustable characters 13 painted on the setting 

templates (cf. figs. 13 and l3a) can be read. Since the 

readlny window 9 always faces the user, the handle strip 7 can 

also be designated as ~he upper handle strip and handle strip 

8 as thl" lm-.rer handle strip. 

Each of the setting templates 16 guided in the upper handle 

strip 7 is provided with a driver 14 which engages rn a 

re.spective driving opening 15 of the setting template 17 

guided directly opposite ir1 the lower handle strip 8. 

Positioning pine.; :14 for lnsertion into the openings 2 of the 

basic pL!ri. are provided on each setting telllulate 16, 17. It is 

al:~o possible that several positioning pins are pcovided for 

one slide element 3. Th i ~; i.s especially advantageous when a 
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character is not formed by several slide clements which are 

movably held in the openings arranged ln a matrix-like v.1ay, 

but when a '-~haracLer JS formed merely by a larger slide 

element (as lS shown in figs. l3b, l4b and 16a), which has the 

::;hape of the character per se toe example. In this case, a 

positioning pin for said larger slide element ,,,ould lead to 

the jamming of t.hc e>dme dtJ c ing the displacement. 

Jn l.he present embodiment, t.he positioning pins 34 are 

arranged in 

each group 

groups in the setting templates (16, 

being separated [rom each other by '"1ebs 

directly opposite of one another on 

17), with 

3 3. Groups 

mutually 

opposite setting templaLes are associated with each other and 

are used for displaying a single character. The number of 

positioning pins 31J of such mutually associated groups thus 

corresponds in the present embodimen·c ln total to the number 

of openings 2 of a matrix of a character to be displayed. By 

joininq mutually upposile s0tting templates 16, 17 by means of 

driving pins 14 and the driving opening 15 it is ensured that 

the 'rJebs 33 of the mutually opposite .setting templates 11), 17 

are also aliqned so as to be precisely directly opposite of 

each other and subsequently the groups of positioning pins 34. 

The wP.b:-; JJ prevent the compression of the handle strips 7, 9 

in case the setting templates 16, 17 are nut correctly aligned 

to each other. This prevents a dcst ruction of the positioning 

pins. 

A ho 1 d i ny element 52 is t u rther arranged be t1,1een the handle 

strips 7, 8, and especially bet<,veen the setting templates 16, 

17, ,,,hic:1 holding element is used to hold the apparatus for 

cJ i o-;playing the cha.racters 1 ctnd to fix the same relative to 

the positioning pins 34. 

':'he holding element 52 is formed by selfer:al webs ~J l 1,1hich 

extend parztllcl ,,,;ith rcspc'ct to each other, ''1hicr1 are arranged 

at ,'J distance from ~ach other· in 'which the setting templates 
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16, 17 are guided and which are mutually connected by means of 

a receiving means 23 1eihi ch extends at a right angle thereto. 

The webs 41 are provided with lalchcs 42 \vhich cooperal:e with 

latchirKJ qrDoves 44 arranged on the ~;eLting templates J6, 17 

am-J allmv the precise positioning of the !-JOsitioning pins 34 

relative to the basic part 1. The webs each further comprise a 

breakthrough 53 ,,,hich subs tan L ially corresponds to the cross 

secl.ion of basic part 1. The breakthroughs 53 are aligned in a 

flush manner, so that a continuous opening is formc.ocl in the 

sliding rlirection of basic part l. The receiving means 23 also 

comprises a breakthrough which is accessible from a side edge 

and with re.spccl~ to its shape ~~ubstantially corresponds to the 

longitudinal section of the basic part 1. 

The respec:l.i.ve outermost 'tJebs 1la of the holding element 52 

are provided with slightly thicker configuration and 

provided with a latching hook 45 which grasps behind recesses 

46 in the hu.ndle strips 7, 8 and fi xc.s the holding element 52 

in a longitudinally displaceable manner between the two handle 

strips. 

The receiver 2:3 divides the bre<·Jkthroughs 53 of the webs 41 

extending parallel "''ith respect to each other inLo two halves, 

lvith t.he l:J.r.eakthrough being ar:ranged in the intersecting 

region of the webs 41 with the receiving means 23, so that all 

breakthrough:-; jointly form within c.he holding element 52 an 

externally accessible, substantially cuboid chamber into which 

the basic parL l can be slid. 

fig. 11 shm,,s a sectional vie''' alonq the line BB of fig. 6. In 

this case too it can be clearly seen t11at each ot the upper 

setting tcmplal~es 16 is connected ,,vi th one directly oppo.site 

lo~r1er setting template 17 via a drlving p1r1 14. rig. 11 al~;o 

shows clearly how the setting templates are held ln the handle 

strips 7, 8 via qui de hooks 1 H. 
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fig. 12 shows a sectional view aloncJ the line CC of fig. 6. 

The free mobility of the setting templo tes 16, 17 is shown 

very clearly. 

The apparatus 

follov-n:>: 

in accordance with the invention works as 

A basic part 1, which is to be 

goods or as a price label, is 

52. The appa ra I. us in accordance 

u.sed for example for labeling 

slid int-o the holding element 

with the invenlion is still in 

its initial position as shown in fiq. 9, 9a. 'l'he user must 

then predetermine the characters which are to be displayed on 

the basic part. This occurs hy displacing the setting 

templates 16, 17 by means of the setting handles 11. The 

longitudinal displacement of the setting template 16 is 

transmiU-.ed Vld lhe dciving [)in 14 and the dr:i.ving opening 15 

onto the setting template 17. LVJutually associated groups of 

positioning pins 34 are thus simultaneously displaced parallel 

with respect to P.ar:h ot.her. During the displacement of the 

setting templates 16, 17, one can read in the reading wjndow 9 

which character v-10uld be set on compressing the t1dndle strips 

7, 8 in the basic part and '"hich posi tio~< i ng pj_ns would be 

introduced into the basic part on compressing the handle 

strips. 

once the desired characters have been set (e.g. for the number 

1.567 and the srccial chdracter . -)' the groupe; of positioning 

pins 34 which are required for theses characters are situated 

precisely above or below the basic part 1, a.s is still shown 

in figs. 9 and 9a. 

ln a next step, the handle strips 1, 8 are pressed i:ogec:her 

against the force of the spring element 13, as a resui.. L of 

vvhich ::he positioning pins 34 of :::he setting templates 16, 17 

are simultaneously introduced 

sides of the basic part l and 

(cf. fig. 10 and lOa), •,iith a 

ln: .. o the 

displace 

group of 

openings 2 from both 

the slide eleJllonts 3 

po~;i_tioning pins 34, 
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e.g. the lov.ter group in tiq. lOa, is responsible relating to 

each character to be displayed foe the face sides 5 of Lhe 

slide elements 3 ~vhich are visible from thr::> visible surface la 

of the b0.sic: part l, and the associated group of positioning 

pin.s 34 (e.g. the upper group in fig. lOa) is respon~;ible foe 

the slide elen~ents 3 '-'lhi ch 0re not visible from the visible 

surface la. In Ute present eiTibocJimen I., mutually associated 

groups of positioning pins 34 fill all openings 2 of a matrix 

for displaying a char0cter. 

After the handle strips 7, 8 have been brought back to their 

inil.ial posit.ion (as sho•dn in fig. 9), the basic part 1 can be 

removed from the holding element l. 

In order to facilitate the removal of the basic part 1, an 

ejection mechanism is provided in the prese"nt embodiment. lt 

consists of an ejector 24 displaceably held in Lhe 

holding element 52 or, more precisely, in the receivirtg means 

23 and whict1 projects with a driving edge 29 into the 

breakthrough of the receiving mcun.s 23 and is pretensioncd 

aqainsL the insertion movement of the basic part l, pr~ferably 

by means of D spring 25. Spring 25 resl.s on the one hand on 

the receiving means 23 and on the other hand on a pin 11 of 

the ejector:- 24 (cf. fig. 15a and lSb) The c-'!j ector 2 4 is 

provided IA~ith a guide groove 32 which slides along a guide ,,1eb 

35 extendjng on the receiving means 23. 

By lnserting the basic pilrt 1 into the holding element ~2, the 

ejector 24 J.s displaced over the clrivlng edge 29 ln the 

insection direction against the force of a spring 25 until the 

movement is stopped by the e. i ectoc ilrresting device 30. An 

ejector hook 2 7 'Alhich is arranged on the ejector 2 4 on a 

':upcr L ng por-tion 28 is latched on a latching edge :n of the 

holding element 52 which is opposite of the insertion operting 

12 (or is latched more precisely in the OIJ[crmost ,,,teb iJla; ct. 

fig. 18). During the setting process ln <,vhich the handle 



~;trips 7 1 8 are pressed against each other 1 the ejector hook 

27 is lifted over the latching edge 37 again by an edge 38 of 

the lo'''er handle strip 81 a.s a result of ,,;hich the e jcctor 23 

is moved by the spr1ng 25 in the direction towards the 

insertion opening 12 of the holding element 52. As soon as the 

:irlc>erLion opening 12 is released again, wh1ch opening was 

blocked in the course of the compression of the handle strips 

7, 8 by their side surfaces 5,1a,b or by the positioning pins 

l4 stuck in the openings 2, the basic part 1 is moved by the 

ejector 24 from the chamber 1 n the holding element ~2 as a 

result_ of the relaxation of the spring 25. Tn order to preveflt 

the basic part l from jumping out too quickly, a frictional 

surface L6 is provided on the ejector 21J, which .surface can be 

pressed against the basic part 1 and which does not block the 

ejection but brakes the ejection speed of the basic part 1 to 

such an extent. L.hat the same does not Fall out of the holding 

element, but merely hus enou9h kinetic energy in order to 

project out of the holding element 52 in order to then be 

manually taken therefrom. 

Figs. 20, 21 and 22 show alternative embodiments of the 

setting templates 16, 17. They are configured as elastic bands 

50 or chain link.s <'1 9 lvhich ano: quided over deflection pulleys 

4/. The positioning pins 34 and preferably LhC' ~.o1ebs 33 are 

arranged on the~ elastic bands 50 or the chain links 49. By 

l.urning the deflection rollers 47, the positioning pins JIJ 

which are to be i nLr:oduced inl.o the openings 2 of the basic 

par I. l can be brought to the required position. 

As an alternative thereto, the setting templates 16, 17 can 

also be arranged as polygonal or circular bodies 51 on ;,.1hich 

the po~; i.t:ioning pins 34 are arranged. 

F.ven 1n the case of alternative embodiment~; of the setting 

templates 16, 17, the aclju.stable characters 43 are painted or 

printed on the same. 
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CLAI~1S 

An dpparatus 

apparatus for 

label, 1,,1hich 

for displacing slide elements ( 3) in an 

displaying characters, 

consists of o basic 

pre ferr~ bly a price 

part (1) comprising 

openings (2) for receiving the slide clements (3) and a 

visible surface ( la) and a reverse side oppoc> i te of the 

same, w i t.h the slide elements ( 3) being arranged 

in which a 

in a 

displaceable manner from a first position 

side ( 5) of the slide elements ( 3) is 

visible surface ( la) of the basic part 

visible 

( 1) to 

face 

from the 

a second 

position in v-1hich the face surface ( 5) is arranged in the 

basic part (1) at a distance behind .th·e visible surface 

(la) and is substantially not visible, and with at least 

one opening being provided for displaying each character, 

with the same be.ing preferably arranged in the form of a 

matrix ln the case that there arc several openings, 

characterized in that Lwo hundle strips ( 7, 8) are 

provided 

arranged 

pi votable 

which 

jn a 

way 

can be pressed against 

preferably V-::;haped manner, 

and on which there are 

each 

are 

other, 

joined 

arranged 

are 

in a 

template:; ( 16, l7) v.,rhich are acranqed opposite 

other and adjustable relative to each other and 

positionj_ng pins ( 34) which can be inserted into 

of the basic part (1), and that as a result 

setting 

of eoch 

comprise 

openings 

of the 

movement tm-Iarclc; each other of 

the positioning pins (34) can 

sides into the openings (2) of 

the handle strips ( 7 r 8) 

be introduced from both 

the baslc paLt (1) held 

the !ldrHHe strifJ~' (7, 8) and displace the slide 

elements ( 3) according to the characters to be displayed, 

several positioning pins (31J) beinq associated 

slide e lemc'nt ( 3) for each character to be 

\;>lith one or 

v.1ith each 

displayed, which pins are all aLranged on one and the same 



2. 

16 

setting tempJatP (16, :17) amJ during each setting process 

each slide Plement 

position with a 

(3) to be displaced is moved to its end 

single displacement movement by said 

associated positioning pins (34). 

An apparatus 

the setting 

displucc>dble 

according to claim 1, characterized in that 

templates ( 16' 17) are longitudinally 

in the handle strj pc.c> (7, 8) and are held 

parallel with respect to each other and two mutually 

opposite setting LPmplaLes (16, 17) are joined ,,,ith each 

ot.hPr and are fixed in their position relative to each 

other and groups of positioning pins (34) are a.ccnnged on 

the setting templates ( 16' 17) in mutually separated 

opposite sections being 

mutually joined setting 

sections, '"'ith mut-.ually clirP-ctly 

associated with each other in 

templates 

arranged 

for the 

(16, 11) and groups of positioning pins (34) 

in mutually associated sections being provided 

preferably simultaneous inlroduct.ion into the 

openings ( 2) of Lhe basic pn rt. ( 1) . 

3. An apparatus accordinq to claim 1 and 2, characterized ln 

that t'AIO mutually associated groups ot pu~;i tioning pins 

(34) jointly havl' thl' number of positioning pln:; (34) 

which corresponds to the number of opening.s ( 2) for 

displayinq a character in l.he basic part (l), with om: of 

\.he mutually associated groups of positioning pins (31) 

forming a po~; i Live i m,·cJgc of the character on th<e~ one 

::>et t lng template ( 16) and the other group of mutually 

associated groups of positioning pins (34) forming an 

inver.sP representation of the charac:tcr to be displayed on 

the other setting template ( 17) . 

4. An apparatus according to one of the claims l to 3, 

characterized in that each handlP strip (7, 8) comprises a 

guide=' gr.-oove (39) in >vhich the setbrHJ templates (16, J7) 

are held. 
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s. An apparatus according to claim 4, characterized in that 

each setting template (16,17) comprises quide hooks (!8) 

which can be hookr::'d into the guide grooves (39). 

6. An apparatus acccn·dinq to one of the claims 1 to s, 
characterized in that the setting templates (16) gui_cled on 

a handle strip (7,8) are provided •tJith a driving p.in (14) 

,,vhich can be introduced into the opening~; ( 15) of Lhe 

settinq l~emplates ( 17) guj dec! on the other handle strip 

( 8) . 

7. of the claims l to 6 
' 

An apparatus accord i nq to one 

characterized in that a holding 

between the hand l e o-o l. r ips ( 7 , 8 ) 

element (52) is prov.i cled 

(1) can be introduced 

movement of the handle 

in 

transversally 

strips (7, 8) 

which the basic part 

t~o the direction of 

8. An apparatus according to claim 7, characterized in that 

the holding element (52) consisl"' of several webs (41) 

which are arranged at a dist.ance and parallel with respect 

to each other, which are prefe.rably rectangtJlar and which 

are joined to each other via a receiving means (23) 

extending Cl t. a righ l angle thereto. 

9. An apparatus 

the dio-;Lance 

'"'i th respect 

according to claim 8, characterized in that 

of the webs (41) arranged mutually pL!rallel 

to each other· corresponds substantially to 

the ,,,idth of: l .• he setting templates (16,17) 

10. An apparatus according to claim 8 and 9, characterized in 

that each of the webs ( 41) arranged parallel with respect 

to each other comprises a breakthrough (53) and the 

breakthroughs (53) are in flush alignment and form a 

continuous opening into \vhich the basic part (1) can be 

inserted, <tJil.h the breakthroughs (53), as regacds their 

shape, subs-cantially corresponclirtq to the cross sect,_on of 

the basic part ( 1) . 
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11. An apparatus according to claim 8, characterized in tha·t 

the receiving means (23) comprises a breakthrouqh which is 

accessible from a :a Leral edge and 'dhich •dith regard to 

its shopc substantially corresponds to the longitudinal 

sc~c:l-_ion o:f: the basic part ( l) . 

12. An apparatus according to claim 10 and 11, characterized 

~n that the rcccivlng means (23) divides the breakthroughs 

(53) o[ the v1ebs (41) extending pa~callel with respect to 

each other into two halves and, in the intersecting region 

of the V>Jcb~; (41) with l_he receiving means (23), their 

breakthrough is arranged, so that all breakthroughs (:, J) 

jointly form "''i thin Ute holding element (52) an exLcrnall y 

accessible, substantially cuboid chamber. 

13. An apparatus according to one of the -claims 7 to 12, 

character~zed in that an ejector ( 24) is providerl which 

reaches into the breakthrough of the rec:civing means (:Z3) 

with a driving edge (29) and which is pre-tensioned 

preferably by means of a spring (25) against the insertion 

movement of the basic part (l). 

14. An i1ppardt.us accorcllng to claim l3, characterized ~n that 

the ejector (24) comprises an ejector hook (77) which can 

be hooked into the receiving means (23) 

15. }l,n apparatus according to claim 13 and 14, charac·terized 

in that a frictional surface (?6) is provided on the 

ejector (24) 1,vhich can be pressed agairt~it. the basic pari. 

(l) and which brakes the same during the ejection from the 

holding element (52). 

](). An apparatus according to one of the claims 1 to 15, 

characterized in that the setting templates ( 16, 17) are 

provided w 1 l_h latching grooves ( 4 4) ldhich cooperate Hi th 

the webs ( 41) of the holding element (52) . 
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17. An apparatus accordinq to claim 1, characterized in that 

the setting templates (16,17) are chain links (49) which 

are guided over def'lcction pulleys (47) arranqocl in the 

handle .'_;trips (7,8). 

18 _ An apparatus according to claim l, characterized in that 

the setting templates (16,17) are elastic bands (50) which 

are guided over deflection pulleys ( 4 7) arrr-mged in the 

handle ~;t~rips (7, 8) . 

19. An apparatus according to claim l, characterized in that 

the setting tcmpLril~.e~> (16,17) are rotatably held in the 

handle strips (7,8) and are provided with a circular or 

polygonal configura l~ion. 




