
An access control method for use in data communication networks allows
multiple local nodes (101) to communicate with each other even if the
connection between an intermediate node (103) and a global server (105) is
stopped instantaneously. When the connection to the global server (105) is
broken, this method allows the 



intermediate node (103) to temporarily accept an access to the local node
(101) in place of the global server (105) according to a predetermined
policy. This allows a local network (102) to continue operation as usual
until a connection to a global network (104) is re-established. 


