
Sulfur-substituted azetidinone hypocholesterolemic agents of for- mula (I),
or a pharmaceutically acceptible salt thereof, wherein:  Ar[err]  [err] is
aryl, R[err]-substituted aryl or heteroaryl; Ar[err] is aryl or
R[err]-substituted aryl; Ar[err] is aryl or R[err]-substituted aryl; X and
Y are -CH[err]-, -CH(lower alkyl)- or -C(dilower alkyl)-; R is -OR[err],
-O(CO)R[err], -O(CO)OR[err] or - O(CO)NR[err]R[err]; R[err] is hydrogen,
lower alkyl or aryl; or R and R[err] together are -0; q is 0 or 1; r is 0,
1 or 2; m and n are 0-5; provided that the sum of m, n and q is 1-5; R[err]
is selected from lower alkyl -OR[err], -O(CO)R6. [err]a method of lowering
serum cholesterol by administering said compounds, alone or in combination
with a cholesterol biosynthesis inhibitor.    


