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FIG. 1

(57) Abstract: A personal safety network (PSN) is provided in which authorized members of the network may rapidly and efficiently
communicate with each other regarding threats, emergencies, or other circumstances. The PSN provides virtually real-time, multi-way
messages among at least the members of a predetermined group of authorized members of the PSN. The PSN may integrate sensor
data from security devices such as cameras, badge readers, and smart locks, with messages created by authorized members. The PSN
may also include a location data database for maintaining virtually real-time location information for authorized members. Messages
may be composed using speech recognition as an alternative to typing. A system administrator may provide temporary access to first
responders or other authorized entities to message threads and underlying messages maintained by the PSN. Pre-processing and de-
duplication methods are disclosed for managing congestion during periods when a large number of messages are received by the PSN.
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