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A Rubber Tapping Knife      I, CHANG NYUK  LEONG  of Jesselton, backwards
so that one can be conveniently    North Borneo, a British subject, do
hereby  used for cutting upwards and the other for 45    declare the
invention for which I pray that  cutting downwards.    a patent may be
granted to me and the    Two slides 5 and 6 are mounted in the  5 method by
which it is to be performed to be  channel-shaped guide in the bar 1 of the
T    particularly described in and by the follow-  so as to be capable of
projecting from the    ing statement:-                            ends of
the bar. The projecting ends carry 50      This invention relates to an
improved  guide members 7 adapted to bear against the    tapping knife for
tapping rubber trees, which  bark when the knives are in use. The slides 5
10 has a safety device to prevent the knife from   and 6 are controlled by
nuts 8 and 9 screwed    cutting too deeply and thus to prevent dam-  on to
threaded shanks 10 on the slides 5 and    age to the rubber tree.
6 and engaging in recesses 11 provided for 55      The invention consists
essentially in pro-  them in the bottom of the channel in the bar    viding
a tapping knife with an adjustable  1 The recesses 11 are preferably cut
com- 15 guard arranged to engage the bark at one  pletely through the
bottom of the channel    side of the blade and thus limit the depth of  in
the bar 1 so that the nuts 8 and 9 are ac-    cut when the knife is in use.
The guard is ad-  cessible from both sides to facilitate adjust- 60
justable relatively to the knife by an adjust-  ment. The slides can be
adjusted by rotating    ing mechanism, which preferably consists of  the
nuts 8 and 9, to set the depth for tapping 20 a screw and nut. The knife is
preferably T  according to the thickness of the bark of the    shaped with
a handle mounted on the stem ot  tree.    the T and with two knives, each
with an    As previously mentioned, the knife has a 65    adjustable guard,
mounted on the two ends  T shaped shank. The stem of the T is partly    of
the bar of the T, one of the knives being  enclosed in a hand grip 12 of
wood or other 25 for cutting upwards and the other for cutting  material
which is pushed on to one end of    downwards.
the stem and secured to it by screws 13. To      One embodiment of the
invention will now  enable the length of the handle to be adjus- 70    be
described more in detail, by way of ex-  ted the stem of the T may be made
in two    ample reference being made to the accom-  parts 14 and 15 the
part 14 being slidable in 30 anying drawings in which:-                 the
part 15, and both parts having a number      Figure 1 is a front view of
the tapping   of holes 16 which enable the part 14 to be    knife,
fixed by bolts 17 in any one of a number of 75      Figure 2 is an end
view, and           different positions relatively to the part 15.
Figure 3 is a section taken on the line III-   In the use of the knife, the
slides 5 and 6 35 III of Figure 1.                            are adjusted
to set the guides 7 and 8 so that      As shown in the drawing, the knife
has  the knives 2 and 3 can only cut to a prede-    a  T-shaped  shank
constructed  with  a  termined depth. This is illustrated in Figure 80
channel-shaped guide extending throughout  1 in which the bark 18 is shown
in broken    the length of the bar 1 of the T. Two knives  lines. When the
bark is of uneven thickness, 40 2 and 3 are secured to the bar 1 at the
back  the slides 5 and 6 are preferably first set to    of the channel,
each knife having a back-  suit the thinnest part of the bark and then,
wardly turned end 4 projecting from the end  as soon as the tapping
operation has pro- 85    of the bar 1. Both knife-ends are turned  gressed
to the thicker portion of the bark,  
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turned slightly upward.    3. A tapping knife according to Claim I       It
can be seen from the drawing, that each or 2 constructed in the shape of a
T with a     of the guide members 7 is locative adjacent handle mounted on
the stem of the T and     the cooperating knife at one side thereof  with
two knives, each with an adjustable 20  5 and is thus arranged to bear
against the  guard, mounted on the two ends of the bar     bark at one side
of the knife.            of the T.       WHAT I CLAIM  IS
4. A rubber tapping knife substantially       1. A  rubber tapping knife
having an  as described with reference to the accom-     adjustable guard
arranged to engage the  panying drawings.                         25  10
bark at one side of the knife blade and thus     limit the depth of cut
when the knife is in        For the Applicant,     use.
LLOYD, WISE, BOULY & HAIG,       2. A tapping knife according to Claim
Chartered Patent Agents,     1, wherein the guard is adjustable relatively
10, New Court,  15 to the knife to vary the depth of the cut by
Lincoln's Inn,     means of a screw and nut.
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