An ink cartridge for an ink jet printing apparatus having a printhead which
ejects ink droplets onto a recording mediumand an ink supply needle
introducing ink to the printhead which, includes: a substantially
rectangul ar housing containing ink therein, said housing having a first
outer “wall and a second outer wall which is substantially perpendicular to
said first outer wall; an ink supply port fornmed in said first wall for
directing ink in said housing to the printhead; a val ve nechani sm arranged

in said ink,éggﬁﬂék ort conprising: a valve seat allow ng the ink supply
needl e to pass eﬂgthrough; a val ve body novabl e along the axis of said

i nk supply ; stic._nme _hiasing said val ve body against said
val ve seat, anlé ae Jé%vi Fgmf o&ﬁ#osﬁg i%ﬁy'ﬁﬁﬁ%n ‘_?‘%?ﬁ? _ o ink
nmount ed on said second wall of said housing and substantially in parallel

therewith, said nenory device_conprising a supstrate and a plurality
of el ectrodeArié’rqﬁ.r%ﬁgtﬁl’-FiQﬁgé(?roﬁnoﬁé‘ksGrefta&a”o‘?té&HdaE’iE?@stt%ta‘#é.haVFiﬂ@. 4

a printhead which ejects ink droplets onto a recording
medium and an ink supply needle introducing ink to the
printhead which, includes: a substantially rectangulér
housing containing ink therein, said housing having a
first outer wall and a sgcond outer wall which is
substantially perpendicular to said first outer wall; an
ink supply port formed in said first wall for directing
ink in said housing to the printhead; a valve mechanism
arranged in said ink supply port comprising: a valve seat
allowing the ink supply needle to pass therethrough; a
valve body movable along the axis of said ink supply'pqrt;
and an elastic member biasing said valve body against said
valve seat, and a memory device for storing information
relating to ink mounted on said second wall of said housing
and substantially in parallel therewith, said memory
device comprising a substrate and a plurality of
electrode terminals arranged on one surface of said

substrate.
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