The invention relates generally to gold nanoclusters,
fluorescent gold nanocl usters.
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(57) Abstract: The invention relates generally to gold nanoclusters, and in particular, fluorescent gold nanoclusters. The gold nan-
oclusters may be stabilized, for example, with a protein or stabilizing agent. In some cases, the gold nanoclusters may be used in
methods or articles to determine the presence, absence, and/or concentration of mercuric ions in a sample.
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