
A service creation system for a communicatios network of the in- telligent
network type has 3 differ- ent levels at which service creation activities
can be carried out, these being SCE1, SCE2  and SCE3. The use of separate
levels allows access to the service creation system to be kept functionally
separate for users having different interests in the net- work.  Hence,
features which have to be installed at the network el- ement level for a
selected to be available can be created in SCE1. Marketable service
features, which give a view of features in that they encapsulate call
handling logic thereof together with support and management descriptions of
the fea- vice packages, which permit collec- tion of marketable service
features to meet requirements of a service to- gether with service-specific
support and management information, can be created in either of SCE2 or
SCE3. The service provider at SCE2 creates and tests edit graphs which
comprise ordered sequences of marketable service features. These are then
made available so the customer at SGE3. Profiles, which list the features
relevant to a service for a user and provide data slots for the data
necessary to each feature, can be provisioned and modified in SCE3 by the
creation of execute graphs from edit graphs. In addition to marketable
service features, metafeatures can be embedded in edit graphs. These are
similar to marketable service features but have no associated screen
information. This allows the user to generate execute graphs from what
appears to be a blank screen but in practice has embedded constraints by
means of the metafeatures, thus ensuring that the execute graph is still
within tested constraints.    


